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THE ARGUMENT, 



Satan having compafsM the Earth, with mfdkited 
jruile returns at a mift by night into Paradife, inters 
into the Serpent fleeping. Adam and Eve 3 the 
morning go torth to their labors, which Eve prd^fes 
to divide in feveral places, each laboring apart: 
Adam confeti^ not, alledginK the daneer, left, that 
'enemy, of wlwm they werfe forewam'd, fliould^'at- 
tempt her found alone i Eve, loath to be thought not 
f ircumfpeft or firm enough, urges her goingfcart, 
the I'ather dcfirous to make trial of her ftrK;thi 
Adam at laft yields: The Serpent finds her fpne; 
his fubtle ap]»tNic]i» firft gazing, then fpcakmg, with 
much flattery extolling Eve above all otner creatife«s. 
Eve, wonderine to hear the Serpent fpeak, aiks \ 
he attained to human fpeech and fuch underftan 
not till now ; the Serpent anfwers, that by tafb' 
a certain tree in the garden he attainM both to i 
and reafon, till then void of both x Eve requir 
to bring her to that tree, and finds it to be tJ 
of knowledge forbidden : The Serpent now 
bolder, with many wiles and ailments indnc*] 
at length to eat; fhe pleasM with the tafte del 
rates a while whether to impart thereof to Adf^ 
not, at laft brings him of the fruit, relates wha 
fuaded her to eat thereof t Adam at firft amazi 
perceiving her loft, refolves through vehemefl 
love to perifh with her; and extenuating the |' 
eats alio of the fruit: The efFe£ls thereof \\ 
both ; they feek to cover their nakednefs ; 
to variance and accufation of one another. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
• BOOK IX. 

NO more of taHt where God or AngttI gueft "^^^^^ 
With Man, as with hit friend, familiar uiM 
To It indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural repaft, permitting him the while 
Venial difcourfe unblam'd i I now muft change 5 
Thofe notet to tragic j fbul diibMft, and breach 
Dilloyal on the part of Man, revolt. 
And difohedtence : on the part of Heaven 
Now alienated, diftance and diftafte. 
Anger and juft rebuke, and judgment given, to 

That brought into this world a world of woe. 
Sin and her ihadow Death, and Mifery 
Death*s harbinger 1 Sad taflc, yet argument 
Not Jefs but more hemic than the wrath 
Of fern Achilles on hit foe purfti^d g • 

ThAce fugitive about Troy wall j or ragt 
Of t^urnus for Laviaia diAfpous'd, 
Or Neptune't ire or Juno't, that fo long 
Pcrplcx'd the Greek and Cytherea*t ibni 
If anfwerable fti-le I can obtain ^0 

Of my cekaial patroneft, who deigna 
Her bigl^dy vifitatian unimplor'd 

B % And 



4 PARADI8BL0ST. Book I^ 

And dlAates to me (IttmVringy or iofpiret 

Eafy my unpremeditated verfe i I 

Since iirft this rubjefl for heroic fong * 1^5 

PleatM me long choofing, and beginning latC} \ 

Not fedulous by nature to indite i 

Warty hitherto the only srgumont I 

Heroic deemed, chief maft'ry to difleft 

With long and tedious havoc fabled knights ^30 

In battels feignM | the* better fortitude 

Of 'patience and heroic martyrdom A' 

Unfung i or to defcribe races and games^ % 

Or tilting furniture^ imblazon'd ihields, 

Jmprefles quaint, caparifons and fteeds ) 15 

Bafes and tinfel trappings, gorgeous knights 

At jouft and tomeament ; then marftialM feaft | 

BervM up in hall with fewers, and feneihals } ^ 

The (kill of artifice or office mean, 

Not that which juflly gives heroic name . 40 

To perfon or to poenK Me of thefe 

Nor (kiird nor fludious, higher argument 

Kemains, fulficient of itfelf to raife 

That name, unlefs an age too late, or cold 

Climate, or years damp my intended wing I 45 

Deprefs*d, and much they may, if all be mtne^ 

Not hers who brings it nightly to my ear. 

The fun was funk, and after him the ftar 
Of Hefperus, whofe office is to bring 
Twilight upon the earth, Aiort arbiter 50 

'Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 

ight's hemifphere had veird th* horizon round i ' 

Wlicn 
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ikoklX. PARADISE tOST. | 

When Satan who late fled before the threats 

Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improvM 

In yneditated fraud and malice, bent 55 

On Man's deftni£lion, maugre what might hap 

Of heavier on himfclf, fcarlefs returned. 

By night he fled, and at midnight retum'd 

From compafling the earth, cautious of day, 

Since Uriel regent of the fun defcryM Co 

His entrance, and forewarned the Cherubim 

That kept their watch j thence full of anguifli driven^ 

The fpace of fev'n continued nights he rode 

With darknefs, thrice the cquinoftial line 

He circled, four times crofs'd the car of night 6$ 

From pole to pole, trav^rfmg each colure ) 

On th' eighth returned, and on the coaft averfe 

Ttom entrance or Cherubic watch, by ftealth 

Found unfufpefled way. There was a place, 

Now not, though fm, not time, flrft wrought the change, 

Where Tigris at the foot of Paradife 

Into a gulf (hot under ground, till part 

Rofe up a founuin by the tree of life j 

In with the rivei* funk, and with it rofe 

Satan involvM in riftng mift, then fought 75 

.Where to lie hid j fea he had fcarch'd and land 

From Eden over Pontus, and the pool 

Mseotis, up beyond the river Ob 5 

Downward as far autarkic) and in length 

Weft from Orontei to the ocean barr*d to 

At Darien, thence to the land where flows 

Ganges and Indus 1 thus the orb h« roam* d 

B J Wilh 



i PARAD£SE LOST. Book if. 

With narrow fearch, and with infpe£lfon deep 

ConfiderM every creature, which of all 

Moft opportune might ferve his wiles, and foand ts 

The Serpent fubtleft beaft of all the field* ^ 

Him after long debate, irrefolute 

Of thoughts revolvM, his final fentence chofe * 

Fit vefTel, fitteft imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark fuggeftions hide ^ 

From ftiarpeft fight i for in the wily fnake, 

Whatever fleights none would fufpicious Daarkt 

As from his wit and native fubtlety 

Proceeding, which in other boafts obferv*d 

Poubt might beget of diabolic power 15 

A£live within beyond the fenfe of brute. 

Thus he refolvM, but firft from inward grief 

His burfting paflion into plaints thus pour'd. 

O Eaith, how like to Heaven, if not preferred 
More juftly, feat worthier of Gods, as built f)»P 
With fecond thoughts, reforming what was old 1 
For what God after better worfe would buiM f 
Terreftrial Heaven, danc'd round by other Heavens 
That (hine, yet bear their bright officious lampt^ 
Light above light, for thee alone, as feems* f 95 

In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of facred influence 1 As God in Heaves 
Is center, yet extends to all, fo thou 
C^ntHn;; recciv*ft from all thofe orbs{ in tkae^ 
Hoi in thcrofelves, all their known virtue* appears it9 
ffOdiitUve in herb, plant, and nc^ler birth 
Df cnsMiures wutmM with gmdhnd lifs 



BfcokOL PARADICE L«8T. f 

Of growth, fenfe, rMlba» mil fuwnM up in Mba. 

With what delight could I have wiOk^d Hhae io«nd. 

If I could joy in oaght, fweet iaitwchange 115 

Of hilly and TaUejry riven, woods, and plaiaa» 

Now land, now fee, aad ihoret with foreil crowned, 

Rocks, dens, and c«?es 1 but I in none of thefis 

Find place or refuge j aad the more I fee 

Pleafures about me, (b much more I feel laa 

Torment wichin me', at from she hateful lege 

Of contnoriet ) all good to me becomes 

Bane, and in Heaven much worfe would be my ftate* 

But neither here 6ek I, no nor in Heaven 

To dwell, unlefs by maft^riag Heav Vs Supreme 1 ta| 

Nor hope to be myielf lefs miierable 

By what I feek, but others to make fuch 

As I, though thereby woHe to me redound i 

For only in deftvoying I find eafe 

To my relentleft thoughts { aad him deftroy*d, i|a 

Or won to what may work his utter lofs. 

For whom all this was made, all this will fooa 

Follow, as to him linked in weal or woe^ 

In woe then ; that deftrudlion wide may range 1 

To me Ihall be the glory fole among x%$ 

Th' infernal Powers, in one day to have marr*d 

What he Almighty ftil'd, fix nights aad days 

Continued making, and who knows how long 

Before had been contriving, though perhaps 

Not longer than fince I in one night freed 140 

From feriritude inglorious well nigjh half 

Th' angelic name, aad thinner left the throng 

B4 ^^ 



I PARA0I8E L08T. Booklf. 

Of hii tAmr$ i hi to bs aveng'di 

And to repttir hit numbcri thus impftir'df 

Whether ftich virtue fpent of old now faird '145 

More Angeli to createi if they at lead t 

Ai^ hie createdi or to Cpiit ui ttiorff 

Determined to advance into our room 

A creature form'd of earthy and him endow^ 

Exalted from (o baft originalf t$9 

With heav'nly fpoili f our fpoils 1 What h« decreed 

He' effeAedi Man he made^ and for him built 

Magnificent this worlds and earth hie featf 

Him lord pronounced, and, O indignity t 

Bttbje6led to hie fervice Angel wingii t|5 

And flaming mintfters to watch and tend 

Their earthly charge 1 Of thefe the vigilance 

I dread, and to elude, thue wrapt in mift 

Of midnight vapor glide obfcure, and pry 

In every buHi and brake, where hap may find $$0 

The ierpcnt Aeeping, in whofe maxy folde 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 

O foul defcent I that I %^o erft contended 

With Oode to fit the high'efi, am now conftrain'd 

Into a beaft, and mix'd with bcdlal nime, f6| 

Thii eflence to incarnate and Imbrute, 

That to the highth of Deity Afylt'd | 

But what will not ambition and revenge 

Defcend to f who afpiree muft down a» low 

Ae high he foar'd, obnoxious firft or laft 170 

To bafeft things. Kevenge, at drik though fweet. 

Bitter ere long back on itfelf recoils 1 

Let 



l^klX, PARADISE LOST. f 

Let it i I reck not, To it light well aim*d| 
Since higher I fall (hort» on him who next 
Provokes my envy, this new favorite 175 

Of Reav*n, this man of clay, fon of defpite, 
Whom us the more to fpite his Maker rais'd 
From duft : fpite then with fpite is httk repaid. 
So fayfng, through each thicket dank or dry, 
Like a black mift low creeping, he held on 1S9 

His midaight fearch, whei*e fooneft he might find 
The feipent t him faft deeping foon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round felf-roUM, 
His head the midft, well ftor*d wfth fubtle wiles t 
Not yet in hojrid (hade or difmal den, it$ 

Nor nocent yet, but on the gralTy herb 
Fearlefs unfear*d he flept 1 in at his mouth 
The Devil entered, and his brutal fenfe, 
In heart or head, poifelfing foon infptr*d 
With aA intelligential ; but his fleep 799 

Difhirb'd not, waiting clofe th* approach of mom. 
Now when as facred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid flowVs, that breath'd 
Their morning incenfc, when all things that breathe. 
From th* earth's great altar fend up filent praife 195 
To the Creator, and his noftrils fill 
With grateful finell, forth came the human pair. 
And joined their vocal worihip to the quire 
Of creatures wanting voice | that done, partake 
The feafon, prime for fweeteft fcents and airs 1 io9 
Then commune how that day they beft may ply 
Their growing work t for much their work outgrew 

The 



to PA11ADIS£ LOST. Bookgf^ 

The hands difpatch of two gardening fo wide. 
And Eve firft to her hufl>and thus began. 

Adam, well may we lalK>r kill to drefs so 5 

This garden, ftill to tend plant, herb, and flow<ei^ 
• Our pleafant talk injoin'd, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labor grows. 
Luxurious by reftraint ; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, of prune, or prop, or bind, |io 

One ni|^t or two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advife, 
Or bear what to my mind firft thoughts pnefent ; 
Let us divide our labors, thou where ckoice 
L«ads thee, or whei*e moft needs, whether to wind 9ss 
The woodbine round this arbor, or cbireft 
The clafping ivy where to climb, while I 
In yonder fpring of rofes intermix^ 
With myrtle, find what to redrefs till noon 1 
For while fo near each other thus all day ftto 

Our talk we choofe, what wonder if fo near 
Looks intei'vene and fmiles, or ob)e6k new 
Cafual diibourfe draw on, which intermits 
Our day^s work brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th' hour of fupper comes unearned. iftij 

To whom mild anfwer Adam thus returned. 
Sole Eve, afTociate fole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living creatures dear, 
Well haft thou motionM, well thy thoughts employed 
How we might beft fulfil the work whidi heve «3t 
God hath ailignM us, nor of me ikalt pafs 
Unprais'd : for nothmg lovelier can be found 

In 
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In wonuui, tkan to ftudy houfliold good^ . 1 

And good works in her huiband to promot«* 

Vet not Co Itri^Uy htth our Lord impot'd t5| 

Labor, u to debar us wliea we need 

Refre(hineiit» whether food, or talk between* 

Food of the miiid» or this fweot intercourfe 

Of looks and fintleey for fmiiee from reafon flow. 

To brute deny^d, and an of love the food, 14* 

Love not the loweft end of human life. 

For not to irkfome toil, but to delight 

He made us, and delight to reafon joinM. 

Thefe paths and bow'rs doubt not tut our joint hands 

Will keep from wildernefs with eafe, as wide 141 

At we need walk, till younger hands ert long 

Aflift us t but if much converfe perhaps 

Thee iatiat«» to (hort abfence I eould yield t 

For Iblitudc A>metimes is beft fociety, I 

And (hort retirement urges fweet return* aft ' 

But other doubt poflefles me, left harm 

Befall thee fevvr'd from me ) for thou know^ft 

What hath been wam'd us, what malicious foe 

Envying our happinefs, and of his own 

Defpairing, feeks to work us woe and (hame t$$ 

By Hy aifault) and fomewhere nigh at hand 

Watches, no doubt, with greedy ho})e to find 

His wtOi and beft advantage, us aAinder, 

Hopelefs to circumvent us joinM, where each 

To other fjpeedy aid might lend at need ; 169 

Whether his firft defign be to withdraw 

Our fealty inm God, or to diftm^b 

Conjugal 



tft PARADISE LOST. Book IX. 

Conjugal love, than which perhaps no blifs 

Enjoy*d by us excites his envy more ; 

pi* this, or worfe, leave not the faithful fide 265 

That gave thee be'ing, ftil! (hades thee and protefts. 

The wife, where danger or difhonor lurks, 

Safeft and feemlieft by her huiband ftays,*- 

Who guards her, or with her the worft indures. 

^ To whom the virgin majefty of Eve, 170 

As one who loves, and fome unkindnefs meets. 

With fweet aufterc compofure thus reply'd. 

Offspring of Heavjn and Earth, and all Earth's Lord, 
That fuch an enemy we have, who feeks 
Our ruin, both by thee informed I learn, 5175 

And froni the parting Angel over-heard. 
As in a fhady nook I ftood behind, 
Juft then returned at (hut of evening flowers. 
But that thou (houldft my firmnefs therefore doubt 
iTo God or thcc, becaufe we have a foe aSo 

May tempt it, I expefted not to hear. 
His violence thou fcar'(l not, being fuch 
As we, not capable of death or pain, 
Can either not receive, or can repel. 
His fraud is then thy fear, which plain infer* aSs 
Thy equal fear that my firm faith and love 
Can by his fraud be ihaken or feduc'd ; 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy breaft, 
Adam, miis-thought of her to thee fo dear i 
. To whom with healing words Adam reply'd. 190 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 
For fuch thou art> from Jdn and blame entirot 

Not 
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Not diffident of thee do I difluade 

Thy abfence from my tight, but to avoid 

Th* attempt itfeify intended by our foe. §9) 

Fof he who tempts, though' in vain, at leaft afperfet I 

The tempted with difhonor foul, fupposM 

Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 

Againft temptation : thou thyfelf with fcorn 

And anger wouldft refent the offered wrong, 300 

Though Inefie^ual found 1 mifUeem not then. 

If Aich affront I labor to avert 

From thee alone, which on u« both at once 

The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare, 

Or daring, furft on me th* aflault fl\aU light. 305 

Nor thou his malice and falfe guile contemn | 

Subtle he needs muft be, who could feduce 

Angels I nor think fuperfluous others aid. 

I from the influence of thy looks receive 

Accefs in every virtue, in thy fight 310 

More wife, moi« watchful, ftronger, if need were 

Of outward ftrength ) while fhame, thou looking on, 

Shame to be overcome or over-reach'd 

Would utmoft vigor raife, and raisM unite. 

Why (houldft not thou like fenfe within thee feci 3x5 

When I am prelent, and thy trial chooie 

With me, bcft witnefs of thy virtue try'df 

So fpake domeftic Adam in his care 
And matrimonial lovei but Eve, who thought 
Lefs attributed to her faith fmcere, 319 

Thus her reply with accent fwcct renewed. 

If this be our condition} thus to dwell 

In 
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In narrow circuit flrafttea*d by a foe. 

Subtle or violsHt^ we Aoit indued 

$ingle with like defenie, whererer naef, fx; 

How are we hafppy, i|ill in fear of harm f 

But harm precedes not fin : only ewr foe 

Tempting affronts us with his foul eAsem 

Of our integrity : bis foul efleem 

Sticks no diHionor o« o«r fronty but turne ))• 

Foul on him&lf 9 dien wherefore (bunn'd or fear*d 

By us ? who rather double honor gain 

From his fMrmiTe provM falie, find peace within. 

Favor froip Heav'n, our witnefs from fh' event. 

,^d what is faith, love, virtue unaJTay'd 335 

Alone, without exterior help luftain'd } 

Let us not then fufpe^k our happy ftale 

Left fo imperfe^ by the Maker wife. 

As not fecure to fingle or combinM. 

Frail is our happinefs, if this be {Of ^49 

And Eden were no Eden thus exposed. 

To whom thus Adam fervently reply'd. 
O Woman, beft are all things as the will 
Of God ordain'd them ; his creating hand 
Nothing imperfeft or deficient left 345 

Of all that he created, much lefs Man, 
Or ought that might his happy ftate fecure. 
Secure from outward force ; within himfelf 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power i 
Againil his will he can receive no harm. 35^ 

But God left free the will, for what obeys 
Reafon, is free, and reafon he made right. 

But 
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But bid her w«ll be ymt^ audi till enA^ 

Ld( by r<»M fair appctrisf good farpvtt*!! 

Sit diftace fallen and mifinform tka will 355 

To do what God exfMfly hath forbid. 

Not tben miftruft» btti tinder lovt uijoina^ 

Thtt I ihould mmd tbee oft, aad miad than »eb 

Firm we fub6ft| yet poAble to fwcnre. 

Since reafwa sot impoflibly may meet ]te 

Some fpecMna objoft by the fot lttboni*d» 

And fail into decapdoo unaware. 

Not keeping ftri6^dl watch» aa iba waa wanM* 

Seek not temptatioa tbea» wbtcb to avoid 

Were better, and noft likely if from ma %€§ 

Thou fever not i trial will cooie unfought* 

Wouldft thorn approve thy conftancy» approva 

Flrft thy obedience } th' other who can know^ 

Not feeing thee attempted* who atteft ? 

But if thou think trial unfo«ght raay find 37% 

Us both fccurcr than thus warn'd thou feem^ftt 

Go i for thy ftay, not freci abfents thee more i 

Go in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou haft of virtue, fumraon all, 

For God tow^ards thee hath done his part, do thine* ' 

So fpake the patriarch of mankind $ but Eve 
Perfifted, yet fubmifs, though laft, reply*d. 

With thy permilTion then, and thus forewarned 
Chiefly by what thy own laft reafoning words 
Touched only, that our ti'ial, when leaft fought| 380 
May find us both perhaps far lefs prepared. 
The wiUinger I go, nor much expeft 

5 A foe 
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A foe fo proud will firft the weaker feek ; 

So bent» the tnore fliall ihame him his repulfe. 

; Thus faying) from her hufl>and*f hand her hand 3I; 

Soft (he withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph light. 

Oread or Dryad, or of Delia's train, 

Betook her to the groves, but Delia*8 felf 

In gait furpafsMy and Goddefs-Iike deport. 

Though not as flie with bow and quiver armM, 390 

But with fuch gardening tools at art yet nide« 

Guiltlefs of fire, had formed, or Angels brought. 

To Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 

Likeft ihe feemM, Pomona when flie fled 

Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime, 395 

Yet virgin of Proferpfna from Jove. 

Her long with ardent look his eye purfued 

Delighted, but defiring hiore her ftay. 

Oft he to her his charge bf quick return 

Repeated, ftie to him as oft engaged 400 

To be returned by noon amSd the bower, 

And aU things in beft order to invite 

Noontide repaft, or afternoon^s repofe. 

O much deceivM, much failing, haplefs Eve, 

Of thy prefumM return I event perverfe I 405 

Thou never from that hour in Paradife 

Found' ft either fwcet repaft, or found repofe ; 

Such ambufh hid among fwcet flowVs and (hades 

Waited with hellifli rancor imminent 

To intercept thy way, or fend thee back 4.10 

Dcfpoird of innocence, of faith, of blifs. 

For now, and fince firtt break of dawn the Fiend, 

Mere 
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Mere lerpeBt in appearance, forth was come. 
And on his ^ueft, where likelieft he might find 
The only two of mankind, but in them 4x5 

The whole included race, his purposM prey. 
In bow'r and field he fought, where any tufV 
Of grove or garden-plot more pleafant lay, 
Their tendence or plantation for delight 1 
By fountain or by ihady rivulet 410 

He fought them both, but wiihM his hap might find 
Eve feparate, he wifhM, but not with hope 
Of what fb feldom chancM, when to his wifli, 
Scyond his hope. Eve feparate he fpies, 
Vcird in a cloud of fragrance, where (he ftood, 415 
Half fpy*d, fo thick the rofes blufhing round 
About her glow*d, oft ftooping to fupport 
Each flow> of (lender flalk, whofe head though gay 
Carnation, purple', azure, or fpeckM with gold, 
Hung drooping unfuftainM ; them fhe upftays 430 
Gently with myrtle band, mindlefs the while 
Herfclf, diough faireft unfupported flower. 
From her beft prop fo far, and ftorm fo nigh. 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk trav^rs'd 
Of flateliefl covert, cedar, pine, or palm, 4.35 

Then voluble and bold, now hid, now fecn 
Among thick-vroven arborets and flowers 
ImborderM on each bank, the hand of Eve t 
Spot more delicious than thofe gardens feigned 
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renown'd 440 

Alcinous, hoft of old Laertes* fon, 
Or that, not myftic^ where tlye fapient king 
Vol. n, C Held 
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Held daUiaacfi with bit ftir Egyptiaii fpouft* 
Much he the place admit^dy the perlbn more, 
A* one who long in popuiou« city pent^ 445 

Where hottfe* thick and (ewers annoy the air« 
Forth ifluing on a rummer*i morn to breathe 
Among the pieafant villages and farms 
Adjoined, from each thing met conceives delight^ 
The fmeil of grain, or tedded grafs^ or kine^ 45* 

Or dairy*! each rural fight, each rural found | 
If chance with nymphlike ^p fair virgin pafs^ 
What pleafing feemM, for her now pleafcs more, 
I She moft, and in her look Turns all delight 1 
Such plsafure took the Serpent to behold 455 

This dowVy plat, the fweet recefs of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone ( her heavenly form 
Atigplio, but more foft, and feminine. 
Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of geilure or leaft action overawed 4^0 

His malice, and with rapin fweet bereaved 
Hit fiercenefs of the fierce intent it brought 1 
That fpace the Evil-one abftra^led flood 
From his own cv*il, and for the time remain*d 
Stupidly good, of enmity difarmM, 465 

Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge j 
But the hot Hell that always in him burns. 
Though in mid Heav'n, foon ended his delight. 
And tortures him now more, the more he feet 
Of pleafure not for him ordainM 1 ,thcn foon 47© 

Fierce hate he recolle^s, and all his thought* 
Of mifchief, gratulatingi thus excites. 

ThoughUy 
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Thoughts, whither havt ye kd me ! with whit (Weet 
Compulfion thus tranfported to forget 
What hither brought ut I hate, not love» nor hope 
Of Paradife for Hcll» hope here to tafte 
Of pleaAire, but all pleafure to deftroy. 
Save what is in deftroying j other joy 
To me is loft. Then let me not let pafs 
Occafion which now fmiles { behold alone 4to 

The woman, opportune to ail attempts, 
Her huibandy for I view far round, not night 
Whofe higher intelle^ual more I Ihun, 
And ftrengrth, of courage haughty, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terreftrial mold, 4I5 

Foe not informidable, exempt from wound, 
I not $ fo much hath Hell debasM, and pain 
Infeebled me, to what I was in Heaven. 
She fair, divinely fair, fit love for Gods, 
Not terrible, though terror be in love 499 

And beauty, not approached by ftronger hate, 
Hate ftronger, under ihow of love well feignM, 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. 

So fpake the enemy* of mankind, inclosM 
In ferpent, inmate bad, and toward Eve 495 

AddrefsM his way, not with indented vrave, 
Prone on the ground, as fmce, but on his rear, 
Circular bafe of rifing folds, that tower'd 
Fold above fold a furging maze, his head 
Crefted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes | 500 

With burniHi'd neck of verdant gold, ereft 
Amidft hit circling fpires, that on the graft 

C a Floted 
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Flotttd redundant t pleafing was his ihape 
And lovely ; never fince of ferpent kind 
Lovelier^ not tbofe that in Illyria changed 505 

Hermione and Cadmus, or the God 
« In Epidaurus ; nor to which transform^ 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline was feen, 
He with Olympiasi this with her who bore 
Scipio the highth of Rome. With tra£k obliquA 310 
At firft, as one who fought accefs, but fear*d 
To interrupt, fide-long he works his way. 
As when a (hip by ikilfui (teerfman wrought 
Nigh river*s mouth or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo fleers, and ihifts her fail s 515 
80 varied he, and of his tortuous train 
Currd many a wanton wreath in fight of Eve» 
To lure her eyej ihe bufied heard the found 
Of rufling leaves, but minded not, as us'd 
•To fuch difport before her through the field, 530 

From every beaft, more duteous at her call, 
Than at Circean call the herd difguis'd. 
He bolder now, uncalled before her ftood. 
But as in gaze admiring t oft he bow*d 
His turret creft, and (leek enamel'd neck, 5^5 

Fawning, and lick'd the ground whereon (he trod. 
His gentle dumb exprefllon tum'd at length 
The eye of Eve to mark his play $ he glad 
Of her attention gained, with ferpent tongue 
Organic, or impulfe of vocal air, • 5^ 

His fraudulent temptation thus began. 
Wonder not, fovran Miftrefs, if perhaps 

ThW 
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Thou ctiift» ^o art fole wonder } much left arm 

Thy looks» the Heaven of mildnefty with difdaiiif 

Dtfpleas'd that I approach thee thut^ and gate 535 

Infatiate, I thus fingle, nor have fear*d 

Thy awful brow, more awful thus retired. 

Faireft relemblance of thy Maker fair. 

Thee all things living gate on* all things thine 

By gift, and thy celcAial beauty* adore 54^ 

With ravifliment beheld, there beft beheld 

Where univerfallyadmir^dj but here 

In this inclofure wild, thefe beads amongi 

Beholders rude, and (hallow to difcem 

Hftlf what in thee is fair, one man except, 545 

Who fees thee^ } (and what is one ? ) who (houldft be fcen 

A Goddefs among Gods, adorM and fervid 

By Angels numberlefs, thy daily train. 

So gloaM the Tempter, and his proem tun*d | 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 550 

Though at the voice much marveling ) at length 
Not unamaz*d (he thus in anfwer fpake. 
What may this mean? language of man pronounced 
By tongue of brute, and human fenfe exprefsM f 
The firft at leaft of thefe I thought deny*d 55$ 

To bea((s, whom God on their creation-day 
Created mute to all articulate Ibund | 
The latter I demur, for in their looks 
Much reas^on, and in their actions oft appears* 
Thee," Serpent, fubtleft beaft of all the field 560 

I knew, but not with human voice indued $ 
Redouble then this miracle, and fay, 

C I How 
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How eam*ft thou fpeakable of mute, and how 
To me fo friendly grown above th« reft 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in fight i 565 

Say, for fuch wonder clames attention due* 

To whom the guileful Tempter thus replyM. 
Emprefs of this fair world, refplendent Eve, 
Eafy to me it if to tell thee all [obeyMt 

What thou command'^, and right thou fhouldft be* 
I was at iirft as other beafts that graze 
The trodden herb, of abje^l thoughts and low, 
As was my food; nor ought but food difcernM 
Or fex, and apprehended nothing high 1 
Till on a day roving the field, I chanced 575 

A goodly tree far diftant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of f aired colors mix*d, 
Ruddy and gold : I nearer drew to gaze } 
When from the boughs a favoiy odor blown. 
Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd my fenfe 580 

Than fmell of fweeteft fcnel, or the teats 
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 
Unfuck*d of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 
To fatisfy the fharp defire I had 
Of tailing thofc fair apples, I refolv^d 5S5 

Not to defer ; hunger and thiril at once, 
Powerful perfuaders, quickened at the fcent 
Of that alluring fruit, urgM mc fo keen. 
About the moify trunk I wound me foon, 
For high from ground the branches would require 590 
Thy utmoft reach or Adam's 1 Round the tree 
All other beails that fawi with like dcfire 

Longing 
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Longing and envying ftoodi but could not reach. 

Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 

Tempting fo nigh,, to pluck nnd eat my fill 595 

I rpar*d not, for fuch pieafure till that hour 

At feed or fountain never had I found. 

Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 

Stiange alteration in me, to degree 

Of reafon in my inward pow'n, and fpeech 6o« 

Wanted not long, though to this (hape retainM. 

Thenceforth to fpcculations high or deep 

I turnM my thoughts, and with capacious mind 

ConfidcKd all things vifible in Heaven, 

Or Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good ) 605 

But all that fair and good in thy divine 

Semblance, and in thy beauty's heav'nly ray 

United I beheld j no fair to thine 

Equivalent or fecond, which compel Pd 

Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 6i« 

And gate, and worship thee of right declai**d 

Sovran of creatures, univerfal Dame. 

So talkM the fpirited fly Snake } and Eve 
Yet more amaz'd unwary thus reply 'd. 
Serpent, thy overpraifing leaves in doubt 615 

The virtue of that fhiit, in thee firft prov*d 1 
But fay, where grows the tree, from hence how far f 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradife, and various, yet unknown 
To us, in fuch abundance lies our choice, 6%o 

As leaves' a j^rcatcr ftore of fruit untouched, 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 

C 4 Grow 
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Grow up to their provi(ion» and more handt 
Help to diiburden Nature of her birth. 

To whom the wily Adder, blithe and glad. €t$ 
Emprefs, the way is ready, and not long. 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, 
Faft by a fountain, one fmall thicket paft 
Of blowing myrrh and balm } if thou accept 
My condu£l, I can bring thee thither foon. 630 

Lead then, faid Eve. He leading fwiftly roUM 
In tangles, and made intricate feem ftrait. 
To mifchief fwift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his creft ; as when a wandering fire, 
Compaft of un^luous vapor, which the night ^35 
Condenfes, and the cold environs rounds 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
Which oft, they fay, fome evil SpiVit attends. 
Hovering and blazing with delufive light, 
Mi/leads th* amazed night-.wand*rer from his wi^ (4a 
To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool. 
There fwallowM up and loft, from fuccour far. 
So glifter'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe j I4C 

Which when /he faw, thus to her guide flie fpake. 

Sex^nt, we might have fpar'd our coming hidicr, 
Fruitlcfs to me, though fruit be here to" excels. 
The credit of whofe virtue reft vnth thee, 
>yondrous indeed, if caufe of fuch effeas. ^50 

But of this tree we may not tafte nor touch s 
God fo commanded, and left that command 



) 



BooklX. PARADISE LOST. m$ 

Sole daughter q£ hit voico| the rtft* we live 

Lew to ourfelvet) our rcafon is our Uw, I 

To whom the Tempter guilefully repl/M. 6$$ 
Indeed? hath God then faid that of the fruit 
Of all thefe garden trees ye (hall not eat» 
Yet Lordi declared of all in earth or air? 

To whom thua Ere yet fmleft. Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat, 6(# 

But of the fruit of thii fair tree aroidft 
The garden, God hath faid, Ye (hall not eat 
Thereof, nor (hall ye touch it, left ye die. [bold 

She fcarce had faid, though brief, when now more 
The Tempter, but with ftiow of leal and love 66 j 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong. 
New part puta on, and at to pailion movM, 
Fluauatet difturVd* yet comely and in wSt 
Raised, at of fome great matter to begin. 
At when of old fome orator renowned 679 

In Athens or free Rome, where eloquence 
FlorifhM, iince mutei to fome great caufe addreft*d 
Stood in himfelf colle5^ed, while each part, 
Motion, each a£^ won audience ere the tongue, 
Sometimet in highth began, at no delay €7$ 

Of preface brooking through hit seal of right 1 
So ftanding, moving, or to highth up grown. 
The Tempter all impaifion'd thut began, 

O facred, wife, and wifdom-giving Plant, 
Mother of fcience, now I feel thy power 6t« 

Within me clear, not only to difcem 
Things in their caufet, but to trace the wayt 

Of 
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Of higheft agents, deem'd however wife. 

Queen of this univerfe, do not belierve 

Xhofe rigid threats of death } ye fhall not die i 685 

How fhould you ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 

To knowledge $ by the threatner ? look on me, 

Me who have touched and tafted, yet both live. 

And life more pcrfcft have attained than fkte 

Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 690 

Shall that be fhut to Man, which to the Beaft 

Is open \ or will God incenfe his ire 

For fuch a petty trefpafs, and not praife 

Rather your dauntlefs virtue, whom the pain 

Of death denounced, whatever thing death be, I95 

Detcrr'd not from achieving what might lead 

To happier life, knowledge of good and evil j 

Of good, how juft> of evil, if what is evil 

Be real, why not known, fincc eafier fliunn'd ? 

God therefore cannot hurt you, and be juftj 700 

Not Juft, not God J not fcar'd then, nor obey'd 1 

Your fear itfelf of death removes the fear. 

Why then was this forbid ? Why but to awe, 

Why but to keep you low and ignorant. 

His worfhippers *, he knows that in the day 705 

Ye eat thereof, your eyes that fccm fo clear, 

Yet arc but dim, fliall perfcftty be then 

OpenM and dearM, and ye fUall be as Gods, 

Knowing both good and evil as they know. 

That ye fliall be as Gods, fince I as Man, 7x0 

Internal Man, is but proportion nieetj 

I of brute human, ye of human Gods. 

So 
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So ye (hall die perhaps, by putting off 

Human, to put on Oods } death to be wtfhM, 

Though threaten*d, which no worft than this can bring. 

And what are Oodt that Man may not become 

As they, participating God-ltke food f 

The Godt are firft, and that advantage ufe 

On our belief, that all fix>m them proceeds ) 

( queiUon it, for this fair earth I fee, jtk 

Warm'd by the fnn, producing every kind, 

Them nothing i if they all things, who inclot'd 

Knowledge of good and evil in this tree. 

That whofo eats thereof, forthwith attaint 

WilHom without their leave } and wherein liet 715 

Th* oiFenie, that Man fhould thus attain to know f 

What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 

Impart againft his will if all be his f 

Or is it envy, and can envy dwell 

In heav'nly breads } thefc, thefe and many more 7|« 

Caufes import your need of this fair fruit. 

Goddefs humane, reach then, and freely tafte. 

He ended* and his words replete with guile 
Into her heart too eafy entrance won t 
Fix*d on the fi-uit (he gazM, which to behold 731 
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the found 
Yet rung of his perfualive words, impregn'd 
With reafon, to her Teeming, and with tnithi 
Mean while the hour of noon drew on, and wakM 
An eager appetite, raisM by the fmell 740 

So favory of that fruit, which with dedrei 
Inclinable now grown to touch or tafte, 

Solicited 
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Solicited her longing eye( yet firft 
Paufing a while, thus to herfelf ihe mtuM. 

Great are thy virtues, doubtlefs, beft of fruits , 741 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be' admirM^ 
WhofeUfte, too long forbom, atfirftaflay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for fpeech to fpeak thy ptaife : 
' Thy praife he alfo who forbids thy ufe, 759 

Conceals not from us, naming thee the tree 
Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil| 
Forbids us then to tafte, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our wants y$s 

For good unknown, fure is not had, or Lad 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all* 
In plain then, what forbids he but to know. 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife t 
€uch prohibitions bind not. But if death 7(0 

Binds us with after-bands, what profits then 
Our inward freedom f In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we (hall die* 
How dies the Serpent ? he hath eat'n and lives. 
And knows, and fpeaks, and reafons, and difcemty 765 
Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was death invented } or to us denyM 
This intelleaual food, for beafts referv*d? 
For beafts it Teems t yet that one beaft which iirft 
Hath tafted, envies not, but brings with joy 770 

The good befalPn him, author unfufpeay 
Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. 

What 
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What fear I then, rather what know to fear 

Under this ignorance of good and evil, 

Of God or death, of law or penalty f 771 

Here growa the cure of all, thie fruit divine. 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the tafte. 

Of virtue to make wife t what hindert then 

To reach, and feed at once both body* and mind f 

So faying, her rafli hand in evil hour 710 ' 

Forth reaching td the fruit, (he plucked, fhe eat t 
Earth felt the wound, and Nature fit>m her feat 
Sighing through all her worki gave fignt of woe. 
That all was loft. Back to the thicket flunk 
The guilty Serpent, and well might, for Eve 7! j 
Intent now wholly on her tafte, nought elfe 
Regarded, fuch delight till then, as fcemM, 
In fruit flie never tafted, whether true 
Or fancy*d fo, through expe^ation high 
Of knowledge, nor was God-head from her thought, 
Greedily Ihe ingorg'd without reftmint, 
And knew not eating death 1 Satiate at length. 
And highten'd as with wine, jocond and boon. 
Thus to herfelf ihe pleafmgly began. 

O fovran, virtuous, precious of all trees 795 

In Paradife, of operation bleft 
To fapicnce, hitherto obfcurM, infam'd. 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created ) but henceforth my early care, 
2lot without fong, each morning, and due praifey too 
Shall tend .thee, and the fertil burden eafe 
Of thy full branches offerM free to all| 

TUl 
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Till dieted by thee I grow mature 

In knowledge, as the Gods who all things know| 

Though others envy what they cannot give f 805 

For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 

Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 

Beft guide ) not following thee, I had remained 

In ignorance j thou open'ft wifdom^f way, 

And giv'ft accefs, though fecret (he retire. 810 

And I perhaps am fecret } Heaven is high, 

High, and remote to fee from thence diftinft 

Each thing on earth ; and other care perhaps 

May have divcited from tontinual watch 

Our great forbidder, fafe with all his fpiet I15 

About him. But to Adam in what fort 

Shall I appear f ihall I to him make known 

As yet my change, and give him to partakt 

Full happlnefs with me, or rather not, 

But keep the odds of knowledge in my power Zxo 

Without copartner? fo to add what wants 

In female fex, the more to draw his love, 

And render mc more equal, and perhaps^ 

A thing not undefirable, fometime 

Superior ) for inferior who is free? 815 

This may be well : but what if God hath feen. 

And death enfue ? then I (hall be no moi^e, 

And Adam wedded to another Kve, 

Shall live with her enjoying, I extin6l j 

A death to think. ConfirmM then I refolve, 830 

Adam (hall fliare with me in blifs or woet 

So dear I love Urn, that with him all deatht 

IcouU 
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I could indure> without him live no lift. \ 

So faying) from the tree her Aep (he tam*d» 
J3ut firft low reverence donci M to the Power tji 
That dwelt within, whofe prefence had infua'd 
Into the pjant fciential fap, derivM 
From ne^ar, drink of Ooda. Adam the while^ 
Waiting defiroua her return, had wove 
Of choiceft ilow'ra a garland to adorn %^ 

Her tiTfles, and her rural labora crown, 
As reapers oft are wont their harveft queen* 
Great joy he promisM to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, fo long delayed ; 
Yet oft hit heart, divine of fomething III, t4$ 

Mifgave hims he the faltriag mcafure felt| 
And foith to meet her went, the way (he took 
That morn .when firft they parted j by the tree 
Of knowledge he muft pafs, there he her met, 
Scarce from the tree returning ) in her hand 150 

A bough of faireft fruit, that downy finil'd. 
New gathered, and ambroiial (mell diffusM. 
To him ihe hafted j in her face excufe 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt, 
Which with bland woids at will ihe thua addreAM. 855 

Haft thou not wonderM, Adam, at my ftay f 
Thee I have miAiM, and thought it long, deprived 
Thy prefence, agony of love till now 
Not felt, nor ihall be twice, for never more 
Mean I to try, what rafli untry'd I fought, H9 

The paijri of abfence from thy (ight. But ftrange 
Hath been the caufe, and wonderful to heari 

Thia 
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This tree is not as we are told» a tree 

Of clanger tafted, nor to* evil unJuiown 

Opening the way» but of divine effeft 865 

To open eyes, and make them Gods who tafte } 

And hath been tailed fuch j the ferpent wife, 

Or not reftratn*d as we, or not obeying, 

Hath eaten of the fruit, and is become, 

Not dead, as we are threatened, but thenceforth 170 

Indued with human voice and human fenfe, 

Reafoning to admiration, and with me 

Perfuafiveiy hath fo prevail'd, that I 

Have alfo tailed, and have alfo found 

Th* effefls to correfpond, opener mine eyes, S75 

Dim erft, dilated fpirits, ampler heart, - 

And growing up to Godhead ^ which for thee 

Chiefly I fought, without thee can defpifc. 

For blifs, as thou haft part, to me is blifs. 

Tedious, uniharM with thee, and odious foon. $to 

Thou therefore alfo tafte, that equal lot 

May join us, equal joy, as equal love ; 

Left, thou not tafting, difFei'ent degree 

Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 

Deity for thee, when fate will not permit, 885 

Thus Eve with countenance blithe her ftory toldj 
But in her cheek diftemper fluihing glow*d. 
On th* other fide, Adam, foon as he heard 
The fatal trefpafs done by Eve, amaz*d, 
Aftonied ftood and blank, while horror chill ' 890 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relaxed ^ 
From his ilack hand the garland wreath'd for Eve 

Down 
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I>owii dropt, and all the faded rofca (hcd t 
Speechleft he ftood and pale> till thus at length 
Firit to himfelf he inward filence broke. tf$ 

O faireft of creationy laft and bcft 
Of all God'$ works, Creature in whom excel Pd 
Whatever ean to fight or thought he f(>rm*d» 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fwcctl 
How art thou loft, how on a fudJcn loft, 90* 

Dcfac'd, deftower'd, and now to death devote f 
Rather how haft thou yielded to tianr^rcfi 
The ftri^ forbiddance, how to violate 
The facred fruit forbidden ? Come curfcd fraud 
Of enemy hath beguilM thee, yet unknown, 905 

And me with thee hath ruin*d, for with thee 
Certain my refolution it to die t 
How can I lire without thee, how forgo 
Thy fweot converfe and love fo dearly join*d» 
To Jive again in thefe wild woods forlorn f 910 

Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rib afford, yet lofs of thee 
Would never from my heait } no, nO| I feci 
The link of nature draw met flefti of flcfli, 
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy ftata 915 
Af ine never Qiall be parted, blifs or woe. 
So having faid, as one from fad difmay 
Recomforted, and after thoughts difturb*d 
Submitting to what feemM remedilefsi 
1"liua in calm mood his words to Eve he tumM, 9^0 

Sold deed thou haft prefum'd, adventrous Eve, 
And peril great provoked, who thus haft dai'd, 

Vol. II. D Had 
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Had it been only coveting to eye 

That facrcd fruit, facrcd to abftincnce, 

Much more to tafte it under ban to touch* 915 

But paft who can recall, or done undo ? 

Not God omnipotent, nor Fate 5 yet Co 

Perhaps thou (halt not die, perhaps the faft 

Is not fo hainous now, foretafted fruit, 

Profan'd ^rft by the ferpcnt, by him firft ^jt 

Made common and unhallow*d ere our tafte} 

Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives. 

Lives, as thou faidft, and gains to live as Man 

Higher degree of life, inducement ftrong 

To us, as likely tailing to attain 935 

Proportional afcent, which cannot be 

But to be Gods, or Angels Demi-Gods. 

Nor can I think that God, Creator wife. 

Though threatning, will in earned fo deftroy 

Us his prime creatures, dignified to high, 94a 

Set over all his works, which in our fall. 

For us created, needs with us muft fail. 

Dependent made $ fo God ihall uncreate^ 

Be fruftrate, do» undo, and labor lofe, 

Not well conceived of God, who though his power 945 

Creation could repeat, yet would be loath 

Us to aboli/h, left the Adverfary 

Triumph and fay } Fickle their ftate whom God 

Moft favors j who can plcafe him long ? Me firft 

He ruin'd, now mankind 5 whom will he next ? 950 

Matter of fcom not to be given the Foe. 

However I with thee have iix*d my lotj 

CertaifL 



Book DC. PARADISE LOST. sf 

Certain to undergo like doomj if detth 

Con(brt with thee» death is to me ai life } 

So forcible within my heart I feel 955 

The bond of nature draw me to my own. 

My own in thee, for what thou art it mines 

0\\r (late cannot he feverM, we are one. 

One fleih | to lofe thee were to lofe myfelf* 

So Adam, and thus Eve to him reply 'd» 9^0 

O glorious trial of exceeding love, 
lUuftrious evidence, example high t 
Engaging me to emulate, but (hort 
Of thy perfe£\ion, how (hall I attain, 
^dam ? from whofe dear iide I boaft me fprung, 9(5 
And gladly of our union hear thee fpeak. 
One heart, one foul in both ) whereof good proof 
QThia day alFords, declaring thee refolvM, 
Kather tlian death or ought than death more dread 
Siiall feparate us, linkM in love fo dear, 970 

To undergo with me one guilt, one crime. 
If any be, of tailing this fair fi'uit, 
Whofc virtue (for of good ilill good proceeds, 
l>ire6ly or by occafion) hath prcfcnted 
Ttiit happy trial of thy love, which elfe 975 

So eminently never had been known. 
VVerc it I thought death menaced would cnfue 
THts my attempt, I would fuftain alone 
Tlic word, and not perfuade thee, rather die 
l>ei«rted, than oblige thee with a faft 980 

I>emicioua to thy peace, chiefly aifur^d 
^exxiarkably fo late of tliy fo tru^ 

Da $• 
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So faithful love unequaPd ; but I feel 
Far otherwife th* event, not death, but life 
Augmented, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, 9S5 
Tafte fo divine, that what of fweet before 
Hath touched my fenfe, flat feems to this, and harih. 
On my experience, Adam, freely tafte. 
And fear of death deliver to the winds, 
c So faying,, fhe embraced him, and for joy 99(1 

Tenderly wept, much won that he his love 
Had fo ennobled, as of choice to* incur 
Divine difpleaTure for her fake, or death* 
In recompenfe (for fuch compliance bad 
S^ch recompenfe beft merits) from the bough 995 
She gave him of that fair enticing fruit 
I With liberal hand : he fcrupled not to eat 
; Againft his better knowledge, not deceivM^ 
But fbndly overcome with female charm. 
Ejurtb trembled from her entrails, as again 1000 

In pangs, and Nature gave a fecond groan, 
Sky lourM, and muttering thunder, fome fad dropi 
Wept at completing of the mortal fin 
I Original ; while Adam took no thought, 
Eating his fill, nor Eve to iterate looj 

Her former trefpafs feared, the more to footh 
Him with her lov'd fociety, that now 
As with new wine intoxicated both 
They fwim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within them breeding wings, loi* 

Wherewith to fcorn the earth : but that falfe fruit 
Far other operation £iil dliplayM> 
« ^ Carnil 
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Cantfl<te<re i iii» 'ni ; le«ilae 

Begin to caft bfcrnMB efzss fc mb 

Aj wiBtonlj tefoadi m aJt 9Hr mm at 

Till Adam doM 'f» Eoe i» csu«*aB!r iw«e. 

Eve, MOW I ft* t)M» cr smr %*' :;jac^ 
And ekfutty of fymn m as.* m0% 
Since to OkIi mtXhi^g ik-nnr mr jrr*- 
/Ind palate call fo^jcicoft, Z *&? y:<.^ ow 

Yiekl thee, fi> weU ri^f« ^ ^hnt tiit,t sn p ^ ' .. 
Mvcfa plea&ve ne kwt u*fu ^n,*^ «p ^.tr«ir :: 
From thii dcU^kth>l ir^ z^ mt luw rn u %• juwr 
True ^tlii^ ta^ti^; ;f i^-a ^nauive nr 
In thiagi to «• iarb»^ a, i: s,^9r m> ^,k u* wmm- 
For this o*e tnt kad ban fjinyt:»'^<fla ^ttu 
But cooie, fi> wdl ivfrsA il, aHM» cr » »uot, 
Ai meet is, afier f»di <kr..»f.MnRt ivf , 
For never did tky hcssr? Mace ssig .< r^ 
liawtkeefir^aadwuUffi^teB, a#r<r7 tf k«^ 

With all perfed>crtkft, £» iitfliiii osn KTr> 
With arCor to e»|oy thee, fi«^*r miv 
Thin erer, bouaty of xua. v^rrjHKic ikk. 

So (aid 1^9 and Unxtan s>ct fpwrf ir tpif 
Of amoivos ioicat, wul mt^esfikt^^ 9^^ 

Of Eve, witoie eye dmud c4n;TaiiS'mm f^&. 
Her hand he feix'd, aad ta a he^C^ vm*^ 
Thick overhead vnth vcrdavt rs«stf fii«i>P«^^fl» 
He led her nothing loath) Ikm^n wsk *» Misrrr^ 
Fan^etand violeUy aadaJj^^MMdfl, M«# 

And hyacinth, carth*t frdktelt icArrft m^ 
There they thdr fill of love la^ »m% % iL^t^ 
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Took largely, of their mutual guilt the feal^ 

The folace of their fin, till dewy fleep 

Opprefs*d them, wearied with their amorous play. 1045 

Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit. 

That with exhilarating vapor bland 

About their fpi'rits had play'd, and inmoft powers 

Made err, was now exhaled ; and groflTer ileep 

Bred of unkindly fumes, with confcious dreams 10 5« 

Incumbered, now had left them $ up they rofe 

As from unreft, and each the other viewing. 

Soon found their eyes how openM, and their minds 

How darkened ; innocence, that as a veil 

Had fhadowM th^m from knowing ill, was goney X055 

Juft confidence, and native righteoufnefs, 

And honor from about them, naked left 

To guilty fliame j he cover'd, but his robe 

Uncovered more. So rofe the Danite ftrong 

Herculean Samfon from the harlot-lap fol» 

Of Philift^an Dalilah, and wakM 

Shorn of his ftrength. They deftitute and bare 

Of all their virtue : iilent, and in face 

Confounded long they fat, as ftrucken mute^ 

Till Adam, though not lefs than Eve abafti*df 10^5 

At length gave utterance to thefe words conftrain*d« 

O Eve, in evil hour thou didft give ear 
To that falfe worm, of whomfoever taught 
To counterfeit Man's voice, true in our fall, 
Palfe in our promised riftng; Hnce our eyes 1070 

OpenM we find indeed, and find we know 
Both good and ev'il> good lofti and evil gof^ 

Bad 
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Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know. 

Which leaves us naked thus, of honor void, 

Of innocence, of faith, of purity, 1075 • 

Our wonted ornaments now ibird and ftain'd. 

And in our faces evident the figns 

Of foul concupifcence $ whence evil (lores 

Ev*n (hame, the lait of evils } of the firll 

fie fure then. How (hail I behold the face 1080 

Henceforth of God or Angel, erft with joy 

And rapture fo' oft beheld ? thofe heav'nly (hapes 

Will dazzle now this earthly with their blaze 

Infufferably bright. O might I hei-c 

In folitude live favage, in fome glade 1085 

Obfcur'd, where higheii viroods impenetrable 

To ftar or fun -light, fpread their umbrage broad 

And brown as evening : Cover me, ye Pines, 

Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 

Hide me, where I may never fee them more. 1099 

But let us now, as in bad plight, devife 

What beft. may for the prefcnt fcrve to hide 

The parts of each from other, that feem moft 

To fliame obnoxious, and unfeemlieft feen { 

Some tree, whofe broad fmooth leaves together fow*d^ 

And girded on our loins, may cover round 

Thole middle paits, that this new comer, ihame. 

There fit not, and reproach us as unclean. 

So counfePd he, and both together went m: 

Into the thickeft wood; there foon they chofe ilOr 
The fig-tree, not that kind for fruit renown'dy 
But fiich as at this day to Indians knowa 

D4 k 
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In Malabar or Decan fpreadt her arms 

Branching fo broad and long, that in the ground 

The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 1105 

About the mother tree, a pillar'd fliade 

High overarched, and echoing walks between ^ 

There oft the Indian herdfman fhunning heat 

Shelters in cool^ and tends his pafturing herds 

At loopholes cut through thickefl ihade t Thofe leare« 

They gathered, broad as Amazonian targe. 

And with what ikill they had, together fow'd. 

To gird their wafte, vain covering if to hide 

Their guilt and dreaded (hame $ O how unlike 

To that firft naked glory I Such of late s 1 1 5 

Columbus found th* American, fo giit 

With f(bather'd cinfture, naked elfe and wild 

Among the trees on ilet and woody ihores. 

Thus fenced, and, as they thought, their ihame in part 

Covered, but not at reft or eafe of mind, tiso 

They fat them down to weep 5 nor only tears 

Rained at their eyes, but high winds worfe within 

Began to rife, high paflions, anger, hate, 

Mifti-uft, fufpicion, difcord, and (hook fore 

T^eir inward ftate of mind, calm region once 1115 

And full of peace, now toft and turbulent t 

For imderftanding rulM not, and the will 

Heard not her lore, both in fubjeflion now 

To fenfual appetite, who ftom beneath 

Vfufping over fovran reafon clamed 1x30 

Superior fway t from thus diftemper*d breaft^ 

Adami cftraog'd in look ^d altered ftile, 

Speeck 
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Speech iotennitted thus to Eye renewM. 

Would thou hadft hearkenM to my words , and ftay^d 
With me» as I befought thee» when that ftrange 1135 
Ptftn of wandering this unhappy morn, 
I know not whence poflefsM theet we had then 
Remained ftill happy ) not as now, def^il'd 
Of all our good, fliam*d, naked, miftrable. 
Let none henceforth feek needlefs caufe to* approvo t 
The faith they owe j when earneftly they feek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail. 

To whom foon mov*d with touch of blame thus Eve. 
What words have pafs'd thy lips, Adam feyere ! 
Impufft thou that to my default, or will 114.5 

Of wandering, as thou cairft it, which who knowa 
But might as ill have happen^ thou being by. 
Or to thyfelf perhaps f hadft thou been there, 
Or here th* attempt, thou couldft not have difcemM 
Fraud in the Serpent, fpeaking as he fpakc) ii5« 
No ground of enmity between us known, 
Why he ihould mean me ill, or feck to harm. 
Was I to' have never parted from thy fide } 
As good have grown there ftill a lifelefs rib. 
Being as I am, why didft not thou the head X155 
Command me abfolutely not to go, 
Going into fuch danger as thou faidft f 
Too facil then thou didft not much gainfky, 
Nay didft permit, approve, and fair difmifs. 
Hadft thou been firm and iixM in thy diflent, ti6i 
Neither had ) tranrgreAM;^ nor thou with me. 

T« 
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To whom then firft incensM Adam rcply'd. 
Is this the love, is this the recompenfe 
Of mine to thee, ingratefui Eyei expre(8*d 
Immutable when thou wert lofty not I, 1x65 

Who might have liv'd and joyM immortal blifs^ 
Yet willingly chofe rather death with thee ? 
And am I now upbraided as the caufe 
Of thy tranrgreifrng ? not enough fevere. 
It feems, in thy reftraint : what could I more ? x 1 70 
I warnM thee, I admoniih*d thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait) beyond this had been force* 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on, fecure 1175 

Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial $ and perhaps 
I alfo crr'd in overmuch admiring 
What fcem'd in thee fo perfect, that I thought 
Ko evil durli attempt thee, but I rue xi8o 

That error now, which is become my crime, 
; And thou th' accufcr. Thus it fhall befall 
Him who to worth in woman overtrufting 
Lets her will rule ; reftraint fhe will not brook. 
And left to' herfelf, if evil thence enfue, 1185 

She firft his weak indulgence will accufe. 
Thus they in mutual accufation fpent 
The fruitlefs hours, but neither felf-condcmning^ 
And of their vain contcft appeared no end. 

TUS END OF THE NINTH BOOK* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

IVIan^s tranfgreflion known, the guardian Angelt for- 
fake Paraaife, and return up to Heaven to approve 
their vigilance, and are approved, God declarin^^ 
that the entrance of Satan could not be by them pre- 
vented. He fends his Son to judge the tr^nCgnC" 
forSf whp defcends and gives fentence accordingly | 
then in pity clothes them both, and reafcends. Sm 
and Death fitting till then at the gates of Hell« by 
wondrous fympathy feeline the fuccefs of Satan in 
this new world, and the fin by Man there committed^ 
refolve to fit no longer confinM in Hell, but to fol- 
low Satan their fire up to the place of Man t To 
make the way eafier from Hell to this wo^ld to and 
fro, they pave a broad high-way or bndse over 
Chaos, according to the track that Satan firfrmade ; 
then preparing for Earth, they meet him proud cf 
his fuccefs returning to Hell i their mutual mtula- 
tion. Satan arrives at Pandemonium, in full aflem- 
biy relates with boafting his fuccefs againft Man; 
inftead of applaufe is entertained with a general hifa 
by all his audience, transform^ with himfelf alfo 
fuddenly into ferpents, accoi'ding to his doom given 
in Paradiiej then deluded with a ihew of the for«> 

' bidden tree fpringine up before them, they greedily 
reaching to take or the fruit, chew duft and bitter 
afhes. The proceedings of Sin and Death) God 
foretels the final vi^ory of his Son over them, and 
the renewing of all things $ but for the prefent com- 
mands his Aneels to make feveral alterations in the 
Heavens and elements. Adam more and more per- 
ceiving his fallen condition heavily bewails, reje^s 
the condolement of Eve$ (he perfifts, and at length 
appeafes him t then to evade the curfe likely to tall 
on their offspring, propofes to Adam violent ways, 
which he approves not, but conceiving better hope, 
puts her in mind of the late promife made them, tnat 
Iier feed fhould be revenged on the Serpent, and ex- 
horts her with him to feek peace ot the offended 
Deity, by rq>entaace and fupplicatioa* 
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BOOK X. 

MEAN while the hainout and defpiteful a& 
Of Satan done in Paradife, and how 
He in the ferpent had perverted Eve, 
Her hufbsmd ihe> to tafte the fatal fruit, 
Wat known in Heaven ; for what can *fcape the eye 5 
Of God alUfeeing, or deceive his heart 
Omnifcient } who in all things wife and juft. 
Hindered not Satan to attempt the mind 
Of Man, with ftrength entire, and free*will arm*d» 
Complete to have difcover'd and repulsed i« 

Whatever wiles of foe or feeming friend. 
For ftill they knew, and ought to' have ftill remembered 
The high injun^on not to tafte that fruit. 
Whoever tempted { which they not obeying, 
InQirr'd (what could they lefs ?} the penalty, i| 
And manifold in fin, deferv'd to fall. 
Up into Heaven from Paradife in halle 
Th* angelic guards afcended, mute and fad 
For Man, for of his ftate by this they knew, 
Much wondering how the fubtle Fiend had ftoPn ao 
Entrance unfeen. Soon as th* unwelcome news 
From Earth arrived at Heavea g«te» difpleas'd 

All 
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All were who heard ; dim fadnefs did not fpare 

That time celeftial vifages, yet mix'd 

With pity, violated not their blifs. %g 

About the new-arrivM, in multitudes 

Th' ethereal people ran, to hear and know 

How all befel : they tow'ards the throne fupreme 

Accountable made hafte to make appear 

With righteous plea their utmoft vigilance, 36- 

And eafily approvM 5 when the moft high 

Etemal Father, from his fecret cloud, 

Amidft in thunder utterM thus his voice. 

Affembled Angels, and ye Pow'rs retum'd 
From unfuccefsful charge, be not difmayM, 3^ 

Nor troubled at thefe tidings from the earth. 
Which your fmcereft care could not prevent. 
Foretold fo lately what would come to pafs, 
Wheniirft this tempter crofs'd the gulf from Hell. 
I told you then he ftiould prevail and fpeed 4.^ 

On his bad eirand, Man ihould be feducM 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Againft his Maker ; no decree of mine 
Concurring to neceflitate his fall. 
Or touch with lighted moment of impulfe 4^ 

His free will, to her own inclining left 
In even fcale. But fall'n he is, and now 
What refts, but that the mortal fentence pafs 
On his tranfgreifion, death denounc*d that day? 
Which he prefumes already vain and void, 59 

Becaufe not yet inflifted, as he fear'd, 
jBy fome immediate ftroke | but foon ihall find 

Forbearance 
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Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. i 

Jufticc (hall not return as bounty fcom'd. 

But whom fend I to judge them } whom but thee ^^ 

Vic^rcnt Son ? to thee I have ti'ansfcrrM 

All judgment, whether in Heav'n, or Earthy or HelU 

Eafy it may be fecn that I intend 

Mercy colleguc with juftice, fending thee 

Man^s friend, his mediator, his defign^d 6o 

Both ranfome and redeemer voluntary, 

And deftinM Man himfelf to judge Man fmirn. 

So fpake the Father, and unfolding bright 
Tow^ard the right hand his glojy, on the Son 
BlazM forth unclouded Deity ; he full 6| 

Refplendent all his Father manifeft 
ExprefsM, and thus divinely anfwerM mild. 

Father eternal, thine is to decreey 
Mine both in Heaven and Earth to do thy ^11 
Supreme, that thou in me thy Son belov'd 79 

May^ft ever reft well pleasM. I go to judge 
On earth thefe thy tranfgreflbrs, but thou know*ft| 
Whoever judg'd, the worft on me muft light. 
When time fhall be, for fo I undertook 
Before thee* ) and not repenting, this obtain 7J . 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 
On me deriv'd, yet I fliall temper fo 
Juftice with mercy% as may illuftrate moft 
Them fully fatisfy'd, and thee appeafe. 
Attendance none (hall need, nor train, where none So 
Ai-e to behold the judgment, but the judg'd, 
Thofe two } the third beft abfent it condemned, 

Convift 
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Convi^b by flight, and rebel to all law i 
Convt^lton to the ferpent none belongs. 

Thus fayingy from his radiant feat he rofe %$ 

Of high collateral glory* i him Thrones and Powersi 
Princedoms, and Dominations miniftrant 
jfVccompanied to Heaven gate, from whence 
Eden and all the coaft in profpeft lay. 
Ppwn he defcended ftrait j the fpeed of Gods 90 

Time counts not, though with fwifteft minutes wing'd. 

I Now was the fun in weftem cadence low 
From noon, and gentle airs due at their hour 
To fan the earth now wakM, and uflier in 

'. The evening cool, when he from wrath more cool 95 
Came the mild judge and interceflfor both 
To fentence Man i the voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the garden, by foft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day declin*d j they heard. 
And from his prefence hid themfelves among 100 

The thickeft trees, both man and wife, till God 
Approaching, thus to Adam caird aloud. 
Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming feen far off/ I mifs thee here, 
Not pleasM, thus entertained with folitude, S05 

Where obvious duty* ere while appeared unfought t 
Or come I lefs confpicuous, or what change 
Abfents thee, or what chance detains ? Come forth. 

He came, and with him Eve, more loath, though fM 
To' oiFcnd, difcount^nancM both, and difcompos'd } 1 10 
Love was not in their looks, either to God 
Or to each othcri but apparent guilt. 

And 
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And ihaune» ind p crt ufb aboa, and defpairy 
Anger, and obftinicy*, and hate, and guiie. 
Whence Adam fMiltring long* that aiiiW«r*d brief. 115 
I heard thee in the gird*n, and of thy roice 
Afraidy being naked, hid myfeif. To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile reply *d. 
My voice thou oft hafi heard, and haft not fear*d, 
fiut ftill rejoic*d; how it it now become no 

So dreadful to thee ? that thou* art naked, who 
Hath told thee > haft thou eaten of the tree. 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou ftiouldft not eat ? 
To whom thus Adam fore befct i-eply*d. 

Heav*n ! in evil ftrait this day I ftand 115 
Before my judge, either to undergo 

Myfclf the total crime, or to accule 
My other felf, the partner of my life | 
Whofe failing, while her faith to me remaiaty 

1 (hould conceal, and not expofe to blame 1 30 
By my complaint } but ftri£l necefCty 

Subdues me, and calamitous conftraint. 
Left on my head both fin and punilhment, 
However infupportable, be all 
Devolved J though (hould I hold my peace, yet thov 
Wouldft eafily detc^ what I conceal. 
This Woman, whom thou ma4;ft to be my hdpt 
And gav*ft me as thy pcrfeA gifr, ib g90<i« 
So fit, fo acceptable, fo divine, 
That from her hand I could fufpe^ no ill. 
And what (he did, whatever in itfclf, 
iier doing fcem^d to juftify the deed ^ 
Vol. II. K 
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6be gave roc of the inn, and I did «sit. 

To whom the fovran Pviffi:ncc thui rt^\f4* 
Wat ibe thy God, that her ihou dtM ube^ 14^ 

Before hU voice, or wai ftit mmk thy gtiidi, 
Superior, or but equal, tUar tiy her 
Thou didft refign thy roardurt^dp and the pLact 
Wherein God fet thee* above ba m^i& vf th^. 
And for thee, whofc perftf^tfun (W t?M:eii'd fji 

Herf in all real dignity f Ail*>rn*d 
8he was indeed, and lovtly 10 utlracl 
Thy love, not thy (\ib\uiHn\ ^ unil hei gifu 
Were fuch ai unde/ govern rficnt well i'e«nrd, 
Unfccmly to bear rule, wliidi wa« fby part 151 

And perfon, hadft thou kit^jrwri thyicir^tiglit. 

80 having faid, he thua tu Kvc ui few. 
Say Woman, what it th}« which tXimi h^ft dontf * 

To whom iad Eve with lli^ntc nigh oiFerw4l«liti*4i 
Confefling loon, yet not bt i^^rc her judge 
Bold or loquacious, thun ii)>%ft}M repJy'd, 
The Serpent me beguird, r^iul 1 did enu 

Which when the Lord i*tn\ iicard^ without < 
To judgment he proceeded I au tir accui^d # 
Serpent though brute, utiat^k to trant/er 
The guilt on him who mjnif him inAniia 
r Of miichief, and polluted hum the W 
Of his creatbn ( juftly tiicn aititrtira^d^ 
As vitiated in natures iiMiM t^ lui0V-' 
Concerned not Man (fince fit p 
Nor altered hit offence $ yet Q 
To Satan firft in iiii hit duam 
S 
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Tbongk ii ■yiu b mw aaiaut. luti^ t » ti 

And OB tk SopcBS ttef iti» mirc i^r -laL 

Becaafe tkM kit ^Bnr itrn^ ttnm «r 

Abort all cmtly ck& iiad: ti tm iistt ^ 

Upon ikf bdly p oidiin g itoc ifcar ^t^ 

And dot flak cM ^ ;tir rtan^ of -ttn iiiu 

BttvrcBi tkc sad tlir ir<anBr 1 ^il snc 

Eojxiitjy aad bci w uM ehuK^ ani lies' iest - rt^ 

Her ictd iluU brxtile e&7 bnt^ -tes nruie nr imL,- 

So t'poke tktf orack* vkem wmrtn- A 
Wh<rn JdV» iba «t Macy, iktmnrt I«v 
Saw Sataa hii Like Li^iiuiia^ iu iw B- ^nm Shmsi^ 
Pnnce of cbe ajr ; cbca tuin^ £viaK lti» frnns j?^ 

Spoiled Priocipalitks tmi it^sm cx^ oriui^nt i. 
In open fiiiow» and wizii itbtndixa tnciptt: 
Captirity ltd captirc lhrcf^4 due im:^ 
The realm itlVif of Satitt joh^ uiu^ t^ 
Whom be fliaU tread at U:t ti:irlur nxw i^ssr \ 
Ev^n be wb(» dov fafctoLd iLu» ibnai n-:ui(v 
And to cbe Wooua itei b^|^^|^^jp.^ 
Thy f Jtnrsr I will 

Br ihv ccticeptMUi 

l^ fonm fofib I lad. 

Thine ftiiU fiibfnitj 
On Adaw M 

Became ibo«t' 

Acd catm oC 

I char 

C. ars*( . 
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Thorns alfo* and thiftles it (hall bring thee forth 
Unbid ; and thou (halt eat th' herb of the field. 
In the fweat of thy face (halt thou eat bread, 105 

Till thou return unto the ground $ for thou 
Out of the ground was taken, know thy birth. 
For duft thou art, and (halt to duft return. 

So judg'd he Man, both judge and faviour Cent, 
And th* iaiant ftroke of death denounced that day 210 
RemovM far off; then pitying how they ftood 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Muft fuffer change, difdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of fervant to a(rume. 
At when he wa(h*d his fervants feet, fo now tt^ 

Ai father of his family he clad 
Their nakednefs with (kins of beafts, or (lain. 
Or as the fnake with youthful coat repaid ; 
And thought not much to clothe his enemies s 
Nor he theif outward only with the (kins sio 

Of beafts, but inward nakednefs, much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteoufnefs. 
Arraying covered from his Father's fight. 
To him with fwift afcent he up rctumM, 
Into his bliisful bofom rea(rum*d trs 

In glory as of old $ to him appeased 
All, though all-knowing, what had pafs*d with Man 
Recounted, mixing intereefllon fweet« 

Meanwhile, ere thus was finnM and judgM on Earth, 
Within the gate»of Hell fat Sin and Death, 130 

•In counterview within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 

Far 
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Far into Chaos, (ince the Fiend paf«M thrott^» 
Sin opening, who thus now to I>eath b^ui. 

Son, why fit we here each other Tiewinf a]! 
Idly, while Satan our great author thrivct 
In other worlds, and happier feat provides 
For ut his offspring dear f It cannot be 
But that Aiccefs attends him ; if mifhapt 
Ere this he had returned, with fury driven 140 

By his avengers, (ince no place like this 
Can fit his panilhment, or their revenge* 
Methinks I feci new flrength within me rife. 
Wings growing, and dominion giv*n me largt 
Beyond this deep } whatever draws me on, 845 

Or fympathy, or fome connatural force 
PowVful at greateft diftancc to unite 
With fecret anuty things of like kind 
By fecreteft conveyance. Thou my (hade 
IivTeparable muft with me along t »50 

For Death from Sin no pow'r can feparatc. 
But lefl the difficulty of paiHng back 
Stay hit return perhaps over this gulf 
IrapafTabley impervious, letu^ 

Adventrouft work, yet to thy pow'i an^l i 

Not unagreeable, to found a park 

Over this main from Hell to thiit nrv^ « 

Whei'e Satan now prevails, ^ nvonw 

Of merit high to .all th* infernal Jmll^ 

Kufing their paflage hence, fot tnU 

Or tranfmtgration, at their lot flu 

Ndr can I mifi the way, fo ftrt7ri||l^ 
1^ 1 
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By thU new-felt attraction and inftin^. 

Whom thus the meager Shadoinr anfwcr'd foon. 
Go whither fate andJncltnation ftrong 265 

Leads thee i I i)iall not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading, Aich a Icent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and tafte 
The favor of Death from all things there that Kve: 
Mor fliall I to the work thotf enterprifeft 279 

Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 

So faying, with delight he fhuff M the fmell 
Of mortal. change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, thoi^h many a league remote, 
Agalnft the day of battel, to a field, 175 

Where armies lie incampM, come flying, birM 
With fcent of living carcaffet deiign'd 
For death, the following day, in bloody fight t 
So fcented the grim Feature, and upturned 
Mia noftril wide into the murky air, »So 

Sagacious of his quarry from fo far. 
Then both from out Hell gates into the wafle 
Wide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark 
Flew diverfe, and with pow'r (their powVwas great) 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 28$ 

Solid or (limy, as in raging lea 
Toft up and down, together crouded drove 
From each fide ihoaling tow'ards the mouth of Hell t 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverfe 
Upon the Crenian fea, together drive ^90 

Mountains of ice, that Aop tk* imagined way 
Beyond Pctfora eaftwaid» to the rioh 

Cathaian 
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Cathaiaa eeaft. The aggrtgatwl Ibil 

Death with hit in«c« pttrifie, cold and diy. 

As with a trident fmotet and iix*d at iirm 9^$ 

As Delos floting one* } the rtft hit look 

Bound with Gorgonian rigpor not to move | 

And with Aiphaltic ilime» broad at the gate» 

Deep to the roott of Hell the gathered beach 

They faften'd» and the nsole immenre wrought on 30* 

Over the foaming deep high arch'd» a bridge 

Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 

Immoveable of this now fenceleft world 

Forfeit to Death i from hence a paflage broad. 

Smooth, eafy, inoffcnfive down to Hell. 305 

So, if great things to fmall may be compared* 

Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke, 

From Sufa his Memnonian palace high 

Came to the fea« and orer Helleipont 

Bridging his way, Europe with Aiia joinM, 310 

And fcourg'd with many a ftroke th' indignant wavea* 

Now had they brought the work by wondrous art 

Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock, 

Over the vex'd abyfs, fpllowing the track 

Of Satan to the felf-fame place where he 315 

Firft lighted from his wing, and landed fafe 

From out of Chaos, to the outfide baiY 

Of this round world t with pins of adamant 

And chains they nuide all fait, too faft they made 

And dui*able ; and now in little fpace 310 

The confines met of empyrean Heaven 

And of this World* and on the left hand Hell 

E 4. V ' 
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With long reach interpoiM } three feverd ways 

In fighty to each of thefe three placet led. 

And now their way to Earth they had deTcry^d* •}35 

To Paradife firft tendings when behold 

Satan in likenefe of an Angel bright 

Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion (leering 

Hit zenith, while the fun in Aries rofe i 

DifguisM he came, but tbofe hie children dear ))0 

Their parent fopn difcernMi though in difguire. 

He after Eve feducMi unminded flunk 

Into the wood faft by^ and changing ihape 

To* obferve the fequel, faw his guileful aft 

By Eve, though all unwecting, feconded J35 

Upon her hulband, faw their fhame that fought 

Vain covertures j but when he faw defcend 

The Son of God to judge them, tcrrifyM 

He fled, not hoping to efcape, but (hun 

The prefent, fearing guilty what his wrath j+t 

Might fuddenly inflift i that paft, returned 

By ntght, and lift*ning whei'e the haplefs pair 

Sat in their fad difcourfe, and various plaint, 

Thence gathered his own doom, which underftood 

Not inftant, but of future time, with joy 34S 

And tidijjgs fraught, to Hell he now rcturn'd. 

And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 

Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhop'd 

Met who to meet him came, his offspring dear. 

Great joy was at their meeting, and at fight 35t 

Of that ftupendous bridge his joy increas'd. 

Long he admiring ftood, till Sin, his fair 

Inchantin; 
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Inchtndng daughter^ thus the filence broke. 
O Parent, thefe are thy magnific deedt, 

71iy trophies, which thou view'ft as not thine own} 

Thou ait their author and prime archite6^ t 

For I no fooner in my heart diTinM, 

My heart, which by a fecret harmony 

StiJl moves with thine, foin'd in connexion fweef. 

That thou on earth hadft pi'o()>erM, which thy looks 

Now aifo evidence, but ftrait I felt 

Though diftant from thee worlds between, yet ftlt 

That I muft after thee with this thy fon. 

Such fatal confequence unites us three i 

Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 365 

Nor this unvoyageable gulf obfcure 

Detain from following thy illullrious track. 

Thou haft achievM our libci-ty, confined 

Within Hell gates till now, thou us impower*4 

To fortify thus far, and overlay 37* 

With this portentous bridge the dark abyfs. 

Thine now is all this world j thy virtue' hath won 

What thy hands builded not, thy wifdom gain'd 

With odds what war hath loft, and fully* avcng'd 

Our foil in Hcav*n 5 here thou ftialt monarch i*eign, 375 

There didft not j there let him ftill victor fway. 

As battel hath adjudg'd, from this new world 

Retiring, by his own doom alienated » 

And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 

Of all things parted by th* empyreal botuufH, 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular wm Itt, 

Or try thee now more dange^rous to hit throne* 
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Whom dius the Prince of darlcnefs anfwet^d glad. 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Graadchiid both. 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the nee 3S5 

Of Satan, (for I glory in the name, 
Antagonift of Heav'n^s almighty king) 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
Th' infernal empire, that fo near heav*n*t door 
Triumphal with triumphal a£l have met, 390 

Mine with this glorious work, and made one realm 
Hell and this world, one realm, one continent 
Of eafy thorough- fare. Therefore while I 
Defcend through darknefs, on your road with tafe, 
To my aflfociate Pow'rs, them to acquaint 395 

With thefe fuccelTes, and with them rejoice, 
You two tbi» way, among thefe numerous orbs 
All yours, right down to Paradife defcend } 
'Inhere dwell and reign in blifs, thence on the earth 
2>ominion exercife and in the air, 400 

Chiefly on Man, fole lord of all declared, 
Him flrft make fure your thrall, and laftly kill. 
My fubftitutes I fend you, and create 
Plenipotent on earth of matchlefs roiglit 
IfTuing from me t on your joint vigor now 405 

My hold of this new kingdom all depends. 
Through Sin to Death exposM by my exploit. 
If your joint powV prevail, th* affairs of Hell 
No detriment need fear $ go and be ftrong. 
.. So faying he difmifsM them $ they with fpeed 410 
Their courfe through thickeft oonftellations held. 
Spreading their bane ; the blafted ftar s look'd wan, 
( And 
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And planets, planet-ftruck, rtal eclipfe 

Then iuffcrM. Th* other way Satan went i 

The caufcy to He)l gatc$ on either fide 415 

Difparted Chaot over built exclam'd. 

And with reboiondin{i^ furge the bars affiiird, 

That fcorn'd his indignation 1 through the gate. 

Wide open and unguarded* Satan pafs^d* 

And all about found defolatei for thofe 4a* 

Appointed to fit there, Lad left their rharge* 

Flown to the upper world $ the reft were aU 

Far to th* Inland rctir'd, about the waUs 

Of Pandenionium, city and proud icat 

Of Lucifer, fo by allufioa caird 415 

Of that bright ftar to Satan paragoned. 

There kept their watch the legions, whik the Gnuul 

In council fat, folicitous what chance 

Might intercept their empe'ror fent^ lb he 

Departing gave command, and they ob(erv*4L 430 

As when the Tartar from his Ruffian foe 

By Aftracan over the fnowy plaina 

Retires, or Ba6bian Sophi from the home 

Of Turkifli crefcent, leaves all waftc beyond 

The realm of Aladule, in bis retreat 4)5 

To Tauris or Ca(beent So thcfe the late 

Heav'n-baniih'd hoft, left defert utmoft Hell 

Many a dark league, reduced in careful watch 

Round their metropolis, and now expelling 

Each hour their great adventurer from the fearch 44» 

Of foreign worlds | he through the midft unnark^d^ 

In ihow plebeian Angel militant ^ 

Of 
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Of lowciE order, pftftM | and from the door 

Of that Plutonian hall, invifible 

Afoended hit high throne, which under ftate 445 

Of richeft texture fpread, at the upper end 

Was placed in regal luftre. Down a while 

He fat, and round about him faw unfeen : 

At laft as from a cloud his fulgent head 

AimI (hape ftar-bright appearM; or brighter, clad 450 

With what permiflTiw glory fince his fall 

Was left him, orfalfe glitter t All amaz'd 

At that fo fudden blaze the Stygian throng 

Bent their afp^^, and whom they wi(h*d beheld. 

Their mighty chief returned i loud was th' acclamet 

Forth rufhM in hafte the great confulting peers, 

Raised from their dark Divan, and with like joy 

Congratulant approached him, who with. hand 

Silence, and with thefe words attention won. 

Thrones, Dominations,Princedoms,Virtues, Powcn,* 
For in poflefTion iuch, not only* of right, 
I call you and declare you now, returned 
Succefsful beyond hope, to lead you forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accursM, the houfe of woe, • 465 

And dungeon of our tyrant t - now poflefs. 
As Lords, a fpacious world, to* our native Heaven 
Little inferior, by my adventure hard , 

With peril great achjev'd. Long were to tell 
Wliat I have done, what fuflTerM, with what pain 470 
VoyagM th* unreal, vaft, unbounded deep 
Of horrible confufion, over which 

^7 
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By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav'd 

To expedite your glorious march j but I 

Toil'd out my uncouth paffagc, forc'd to ride 4.75 

Th* untraftable abyfs, plunged in the womb 

Of unoriginal Night and Chaos wild, 

That jealous- of their fecrets fiercely' oppos'd 

My journey fti*angc, with clamorous uproar 

Protefting fate fupreme i thence how I found ^% 

The new created world, which fame in Heaven 

Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 

Of abfolute perfe^ion, therein Man 

PlacM in a Paradife, by our .exile 

Made happy : Him by fraud I have feduc'd 4S ^ 

From his Creator, and the more to' inci-eafe 

Your wonder, with an apple } he thei-eat 

OiFended, worth your laughter, hath giv*n up 

Both his beloved Man and ail his world, 

To Sin and Death a prey, and fo to us, 4^0 

Without our hazard, labor, or alarm, 

To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 

To rule, as over all he ihould have rul'd. 

True is, me alfo he hath judg'd, or rather 

Me not, but the brute ferpent in whofe ihape 49^ 

Man I deceived t that which to mc belongs, 

J$ enmity, which he will put between 

Me and mankind j I am to bruife his heel } 

His feed, when is not fet, fliall bruife my head i 

A world who would not purchafe with a bruife, 500 

Or much more grievous pain ? Ye have th' account 

Of my performance ; What remains, yc Gods, 

But 
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But op and enter now into full blifs } 

So having iatdy a while he ftood, expelling. 
Their univerfal (hout and high applaufe 505 

To fill his car, when contraiy he hear* 
On all fides, from innumerable tongues 
A difmal univerfal hifs, the found 
Of public fcom j he wondered, but not long 
Had Icifure, wondVing at himfelf now more; 51P 
Hi« vifage drawn he felt to (harp and fpare. 
His arms clung to his ribs, his legs intwining 
Each other, till fupplanted down he fell 
A monftrous ferpent on his belly prone, 
Relu6lant, but in vain, a greater power 515 

K9W rul'd him, puniAi'd in the /hape he HnnM 
According to his doom ; he would have fpoke. 
But hifs for hifs returned with forked tongue 
To forked tongue, for now weie all translbrmM 
Alike, to ferpentt all as aecetfoi^s 5«e 

To his bold riot i dreadful was the din 
Of hi Jmg through die hall, thick fwarming now 
With complicated monfters head and tail. 
Scorpion, and Afp, and Amphi(b»na dire, 
Ceraftes hom'd, Hydrus, and Elope drear, $x^ 

And Dipfas (not So thick fwai*m*d once the foil 
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the ile 
Ophiufa) but ftill greateft he the midft, 
Now Dragon grown, larger than whom the fun 
Ingender'd in the Pythian vale on (lime, 539 

Huge Python, and his powV no lei's he fecm*d 
Above the reft ftill to retain; they all 

Him 
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Him followM ifluisg forth to th* open 6M9 

Where all yet left of that rerolted rout 

Hcav'n-fairn> in ftation ftood or joft array, 5)5 

Sublime with expe{Ution when to fee 

In diumph i£miig forth thdr glorioiM chiefs 

They faw, but other fight inAead, a crowd 

Of ugly ferpents i horror on them fell» 

And horrid fympathy ; for what they faw/ 54# 

They felt themfelvet now changing i down their armn 

Down fell both fpear and (hield, down diey at faft. 

And the dire hift renewM, and the dire form 

Catch'd by contagion, like in puniihment» 

As in their crime. Thus was th' applaufe they meant 

TumM to exploding hifs, triumph to ihame 

Caft on themfelves from their own mouths. There ftoo4 

A grove haixi by, fprung up with this their change, 

His will who i^igns above, to aggravate 

Their penance, laden with fair fruit, like that 55^ 

Which grew in Paradife, the bait of Eve 

Us'd by the Tempter t on that profpe^ ftrange 

Their eameft eyes they fixM, imagining 

For one forbidden tree a multitude 

Now ris'n, to work them further woe or fhame$ 555 

Yet parch'd with fcalding thirft and lutn-i r u<.-i\^. 

Though to delude them fent, could not AblUitit 

But on they rolPd in heaps, and up lUt- titles 

Climbing, fat thicker than the fnaky liui^ 

That curl'd Mc^ra: greedily they | i ■ ^ ^l 

The fruitage fair to fight, like thai v. Un Si j 

Near that bituminous lake where Sod vol \ 
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This more deluiive, not the tovch, but tafte 

DeceivM 5 they fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with guft, inftead of fruit 565 

Chew*d bitter alhes, which th^ offended tafte 

With fpattering noife reje£led: oft they' aflay*d. 

Hunger and thirft conftroining, dnigM as oft, 

With hatefulleft difrelifh writhM their jaws 

With foot and cinders fiWd-i Co oft they fell' 570 

Into the fame illufion, not as Man [plagu'd 

Whom they triumphM once laps'd. Thus were they 

And worn with famine, long and ceafelefs hifs, 

Till their loft fhape, permitted, .they i-efum'd, 

Yearly injoinM, fome fay, to undergo 575 

This annual humbling certain numberM days, 

iTo 'daih their pride, and joy for man feduc'd. 

However fome tradition they difpcrs'd 

Among the Heathen of their purchafe got. 

And fabled how the Serpent, whom they call'd 58* 

Ophion with Eurynome, the wide 

Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firft the rule 

Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driven 

And Ops, ere yet Dictaean Jove was bom. 

■ Mean while in Paradife the hellifli pair fis 

Toovfoon arrivM, Sin there in pow'r before. 

Once aftual, now in body, and to dwell 

Habitual habitant ; behind her Death 

Clofe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 

Oii his pale horfe : to whom Sin thus began. $90 

Second of Satan fpiimg, all conquering Death, 
What think'ft thou of our empire now, though eam'd 

With 
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With trtvel difficult, not better far 

Than fbll at Heirs dark threfliold to' have fat watch» . 

Unnana'd, undreaded, and thyfeif half ftarvM f 595 

Whom thus the Sin-bom monftcr anfwtr^d Toon, 
To me, who with eternal famin pine^ 
Alike is Hell, or Paradife, or Heaven, 
There beft, where moft with ravin I may meet % 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little iecms 600 
To fhiflf this maw, this vail unhide-bound corps. 

To whom th* inceftuous mother thus reply 'd. 
Thou therefore on thefe herbs, and fruits, and flowers 
Feed firft, on each beaft next, and fiih, and fowl. 
No homely morfelsj and whatever thing 605 

The fithe of Time mowes down, devour unfpar'd ) 
Till I in Man refiding^ through the mce. 
His thoughts, his looks, words, anions all infc^, 
And feafon him thy laft and fweetcil prey. 

This faid, they both betook them fcvcral ways, 6ip 
Both to deftroy, or unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for deltniAion to mature 
Sooner or later) which th* Almighty feeing, 
From his tranfcendent feat the Saints among. 
To thofe bright Orders utterM thus his wme*, ^$f 

See with what heat thefe dogs of Htfl advance 
To wafte and havoc yonder world, which I 
So fair and good created, and had ftill 
Kept in that ftate, had not the folly* of hUn 
Let in thefe wafteful furies, who impute 
Folly to me, fo doth the prince of Hell 
And his adhcrentf y that with to much i 

Vol, U. F 
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I fufFer them to enter and pofleft 

A place fo heavenly, and conniving ftem 

To gratify my fcomful en<mie«, 6t$ 

That'laughy as if» tranfported with (bme fit 

Of paflioHy I to them had quitted all. 

At random yielded up to their mifrule; 

And know not that I cali'd and drew them diither 

My Hell-houndsy to lick up the draff and littfa 630 

Which Man's polluting fin with taint hath (hed 

On what was pure, till crammed and gorged, nigh burft 

With AickM and glutted oflfal, at one fling 

Of thy yi^rious arm, welUpkafing Son, 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave at laft 635 

Through Chaos hurl'd, obftruft the mouth of Hell 

For ever, and ibal up his ravenous jaws. 

Then Heav*n and Earth renewed (hall be made pure 

To fan£lity that (hall receiye no ftain t 

Till then the curfe pronouncM on both precedes. 640 

He ended, and the heavenly audience loud 
Sung Halleluiah, as the iound of feas. 
Through multitude that fvng: Juft are thy ways, 
Kighteouf are thy decrees on all thy works j 
Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Son, 44j 

Deftin'd reftorer of mankind, by whom 
New Heaven and Earth Ihall to the ages nh. 
Or down from Ueav*n defcend. Such was thnir ibngi 
While the Creator calling forth by name 
Hil mighty Angela gave them ieveral charge 6jS 

As forted beft with prefent things. The (ua 
Had firft his precept fo to noove, fo flune, 

M 
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As might aSba tiKCMh «■& otik mf^estt: 
Scarce toleraUct mnd hmm ^^ mmrtk ^'oSt 
Dic^vpit wimcTy Imi ikr tmA at- 'lim^ f ^^ 

Solftitial fummcr^s kaL T« ^br Maac iubss 
Her office thej prtftiib'd, i» trir «diBr :{<<« 
Their planetary iboumj wmd ii5^i&3 
In fcxtile, fqitare, aad tnar, md 'f^ifuSt 
Of noxious tS&caejf aad whtm m 'fam §tSm 

In fynod unbemgo i aad taac&« the §x>C 
Thar iaflueiice maiignaat wIkb to ham^^ 
Which of them rifing witk th^ §m^ me- filliifx. 
Should prove tempcftnoos : To tW wh^ii tkey ftt 
Their coraert » wliea with bloAer to caalbood t€^ 
Sea, air, and (hore, the thaadcr when t» roU 
With tarror through the dark aercaJ hail. 
Some fay he hid his angels tarn afcanle 
The poles of t^fk twice ten degrees and more 
From the fun's axle, they with lahor pnih^d tf 70 

Obliqoe the centric globe i Some fay the fun 
Was bid tiun reifns from tV equinoctial road 
Like dillant breadth to Taurus with the feren 
Atlantic Sifters, and the Spartan TSRrins 
Up to the Tropic Crab 1 thence down amain $f$ 

fiy Leo and the Virgin and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 
Of feafons to each clime j ells had the fpring 
Perpetual fmii'd on earth with remam 1icmsr*t 
Equal in days and atghtt, except to thoft 
Beyond the pohr circles ^ to them dity 
Had unbaai0kfd imia, whiUf the law Am 
F a 
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To recompenfe hit diftancey in their fight 
Had rounded iUil th* horizon, and not known 
Or eaft or weft, which had fotbid the fnow 6S5 

Prom cold ^ftotiland, and fouth at far 
Beneath Magellan. At that tafted fruit 
The fun, at from Thycftean banquet, tum'd 
His courfe intended i clfe how bad the world 
Inhabited, though finieft, more than now, 690 

Avoided pinching cold and fcorching heat f 
Thefe changet in the Heav'nt, though flow, produced 
Like change on fea and land, fideral blaft. 
Vapor, and mift, and exhalation hot. 
Corrupt and peftilent : Now from thr north 695 

Of Norumbega, and the Samoed ihore, 
Burfting their brazen dungeon, arm*d with ice 
And fnow and hail and ftormy guft and flaw^ 
Boreas and Caeciat and Argeftet loud| 
A|id Thrafciat rend the woodt and ieat upturn f 700 
With advcrfe blaft upturns them from the fouth 
Notus and Afer black with thundrout^ cloudt 
From Serraliona ; thwart of thefe as fierce 
Forth ru(h the Levant and the Ponent windt 
JEurus and Zephyr with their lateral noife, 7O5 

Sirocco, and Libecchio, Thus began 
Outrage from lifeleft thing* } but Dilcord firft 
Daughter of Sin, among tb* irrational. 
Death introduced through fierce antipathy t 
, 3eaft now with beaft 'ganwair, and fowl with fowl, 7x0 
And fifli with fiih } to graze the herb all leaving. 
Devoured each other j nor ilopd much in awe 

Of 
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Of Man, bat fled hiniy or with countenance grim 

Giv'd on him faffing. Thefe were from wtthont 

The growing mifoies which Adam faw 715 

Already* in part, though hid in gloomieft fliade^ 

To forrow; abandoned, but worfe felt within, 

And in a troubled Col of pafCon toft. 

Thus to di(burden fought with fad complaint. 

mifcrabie of happy ! is this the end 710 

Of this new glorious world, and me fo late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
AccursM of bleifed, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 
Of happinefs ! yet well, if here would end 715 

The mifcry ; I deferv'd it, and would bear 
My own defervings) but this will not fervej 
All that I eat or drink, or (hall beget. 
Is propagated curfe. O voice once heard 
Delightfully, Increafe and multiply^ 7 3® 

Now death to hear 1 for what can I increafe 
Or multiply, but curies on my head ? 
Who of all ages to fucceed, but fl-isjiiij 
The evil on him brought by me, v^iU ciirlc 
My head ? Ill fare our anceftor impure. 
For this we may thank Adam ; but Iiii thai 
Shall be the execration ; fo befides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all fiam 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound* 
On me as on their natural center light 
Heavy, though in their place. O fii 
Of Paradife, dear bought with bit lug 
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Did I rf^fft thce» Mtkor^ firom my clay 

To inoUi nw M»n» ^<l I folicit thie 

Fram darkneft to pmoMlc mei or hora place 745 

In this 4liic<Qua garden ^ at my will 

Concur'd nctt to. my haHog, it were but right 

And equal to reduce me to my dulky 

Dcfirous tf vt%A and reader back 

AU I received, unable to* perfonn 750 

Thy terms ^ hardy by which ^ waa to hoM 

The good I finiglit not. To the bft of that, 

Sufficient penalty t why haft thou added 

The fenfit of endiefs woes ^ iiiexpli«abla 

Thy juftice ieemi \. yet taiay truths too late 755 

I thus conteft} then fliould h»ve been refused 

Thofe terma whatever, whan they wcm proposM t 

Thou didft accept them 1 witai theu' enjoy thegoodi 

Then cavil the condition* ^ and though OocI 

Made thee without thy leave, what if thy foil' 760 

Prove difohMitent, andwprovM, retort, 

Wherefore didft thou beget me ? I foiigbt it not i 

Wouldft thou admit for hia contempt of thee 

That proud excuie } yet him not thy ele^Hon, 

But natural neceffity begot. 765 

God made thee* of choice hie own, and of hts own 

To fcrve him j thy reward was of his grace^ 

Thy puniihment tlien Juftly* is at his will. 

Be* it fo, for I (iibmtt ; histdoom it ikir, 

TlMt duft I am, and (kail to duft retvm t 770 

O welcome hour wkonever I why delayt 

His hand to execute what his decree 

Fit"* 
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Fix'd on this dxf f wby do I otvrlive^ 

Why am I mocked tntk deith» auid lengtKen*d out 

To deatkldc puin f haw ifhMlly would I meet 77$ 

Mortality my rentmce, and bt earth 

Inrcnfible* how glad would lay me down 

As in ai^ mother's lap t there I fliould rei 

And deep fecure } his divadful voice no more 

Would thunder in my ears, rio fear of worfe 7 to 

To me and to my offipritig would torment me 

With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 

PurTues me ftill, left all I caniK>t die, 

Left that pinre hreath of life, the fpPrit of Mun 

Which God hifpir'd, cannot together perifh 7!$ 

With this corporeal clod j then in the grave. 

Or in fome other dilrnal place, who knowi 

But I (hall die a liring death f O thought 

Horrid, if true I yet why ? it was but I 

Of life that imnM { what cfiet but what \\u\ ! 

And fin f the U^Ay prop!*rfy hittt nt 

All of me then ni:iil die s kt i| 

The doubt, finec htim^n i 

For though the Lnnl uf ;iJI I 

Is his wrath alio * be ^r, Mi 

But mortal docim'tl. Hmv r 

Wrath without mi on Man 

Can he make JeiThkft 1 

Strange contradiL*tioa 

hnpofRbic rs held. 

Of weaknefi, nof of | 

For anger's ^e. 
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In punifh'd Man» to fatisfy his rigor 

Sati«fy'd never ? that were to extend 

Hit fentenoe beyond duft and nature's law^ 805 

By which all caufes elfe according ftill 

To the reception of their matter afl. 

Not to th' extent of their own fphere. But fay 

That death be not one ftroke^ as I fupposM^ 

Bereaving fcnfe, but endlefs mifcry gto 

From this day onward, which I feel begun 

Both in me, and without me, and fo laft 

To perpetuity j Ay me, that fear 

Comes thundering back with dreadful revolution 

On my defenfelcfs head$ both Death and I 815 

Are found eternal, and incorporate both, 

Nor I on my part fingle, in me all 

Pofterity ftands cursM t Fair pati'imony 

That I mlift leave ye, Sons $ O were I able 

To wafte it all myfelf, and leave ye none t Ixo 

80 difmherited how would you blefs 

Me now your curfe I Ah, why ihould all mankind 

For one man's fault thus guiltlefs be condemned. 

If guiltlefs ? But from me what can proceed. 

But all corrupt, both mind and will dcprav'd 825 

Not to do only, but to will the fame 

With me ? how can they then acquitted ftand 

In fight of God ? Him after all difputes 

Forc'd I abfolve : all my evafions vain. 

And reafonings, though through mazes, lead me ftill 

But to my own conviction : firft and laft 

On me, me only, as the i'ource and fpring 

Of 
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Of all corraptfon, all the bbme Ughtt due ; 

So mght the wi^ih. Fom! willil couliKt thuu fupport 

That boricn h^^vicr than the earth to hear, Hi 

TTian all the woi IJ miidh heavier, ihough divitlcJ 

With that bad Woman * Thus whit thou dcfir^ft 

And what thou fear'ilt alike iltflrny^ :\][ hope 

Of reff^Cy and cone hides thee milcLuhlc 

ficyond all |nA cjciniplt and fuiut-Ct *^ 

To Satan only like botli crime and doom. 

Conicience, iheo what ahyfn of fc^ra 

And borron halt than driven me j out of which 

1 find no way, from du'cp to deeper pUvn^;'*! \ 

Thu* Adam to himielf iHimciued loud " 

Through the ftill night, not now, ;lh ere M^vn f«^*» 
Wholeibmc and .ool, and mdd, but wvih Wack air 
Accoropaniedt wdh dumps and drcadtal ^loom* 
Which Co bit evil confdcnce leprcf^srited 
Ail things with dotddc tcn-or : on i^' ""* 

Outibetch'd he Uy, on 
Cun*d hit creation^ d( 
Of tardy nccciition, dtii 
The day of his ofTcnlc, 

Said he, with one ihrice 

To end me f ftial, 

Jufticc divine 

But death comet^ 

Mends not her (i\ 

O woods, O foil) 

With other echo 

To zafwtr, and ni 
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Whom thus affliAed when iad Eve behetdf 
S>efi>late whcr« ihe iat^ approtching nigh^ 
^olt words to his fierce paffion Hke a(&y'd t 865 

But )wr with ftaris regard he thus repeU'd. 

Out ef my fight, t)iou Serpent | that name hieft 
Befits thee with him leagued, thyfelf aa faUe 
And hateful ; Nothing wants» but that thy flnpe, 
itille his, and color fidrpentine, . nay ihdw 870 

Thy inward frmid» to warn all erdatvrea from thee 
Henceforth j left that too h^»r*fily form, pretended 
To heUHh faHhosdy faare fheiii>. But for tbee 
I had perfilked hsf py\ had not thy pride 
iUsd wand'rinig vanity^ when kail was fiiiey 875 

Rejeiled my forewaming^ a«d difdain*d 
Not fio ba trufted, knging. tor he £iegi 
Though hy the BeT'il himfelfy him oyerwoenh^ \ 

To over-reach^ but with the ferpent meettog 
9o«rd and bi^^utlfM^ by him thota, I by i^€, |9» t! 
To trttft Dim from my fide, imagined wi4:r 
Conftant^ ma&ire, ]^r6of agaSnft aU< alTauivs, 
And underftood not all Wtt^ but a ihow 
Rathep th«l folid* v{k^\]te% aH but a nb 
Crooked by nature, benf, as noW a);)^ars, 19*5 

More to fhe part fiflifter, from me drawn. 
Well if thrown out, as fupernmnerary I 

To my juft number found. O wliy did God, | 

Creator M<4fe, that peopled higheft Heaven 
Wrth Spirits mafculine, create at laft 89^ 

This novelty on cartll, this failr dcfeft* 
Of nature, and not fHi tfrc world at once* 

With 
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WithMn tt Ai^cl* widwit tamiiM^ 

Or And (omt otker ^mj to gmuiH 

Mankind ? this milchief Ittd »Qt tlMi be^UTa, tf 5 

And more tkat iiall bdfall, imi«aier«bJe 

Difturbances oft twtli tkr««q;ll fnuk Auum, 

And ftrait conivn^^ioa with thtt for : for either 

He nerer Oiall lind out At mtte, but ftich 

A» Ibme misfNtmie hrrngs hiniy or mi flakes f^ 

Or whom he wiihea moll Aall (^Idom gain 

Through her ptrvcrftnefs, hot (hall fee her gained 

By a far worfp, or, if tie lore, withhekl 

By parenta ; or hia happieft choice too late 

Shall meet, already linked and wedlock-bonad ^5 

To a fell adrerfary*, his hate or (hame \ 

Which infinitr calamity fhaH cauA 

To human life, and honihoM peace eottfonnd. 

He athied not, and from her tnm^dj bar Ere 
Not fo repulsed, with tears that ceased not flowing, 910 
And treflea all diforderM, at his feet 
Fell humble» and embracing them, bcfought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

Forfake me not thus, Adam 1 witnefs Heaven 
Mfliat love (incere, and reverence in my heart 915 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended, 
Unhappily deceivM } thy Aippliant 
I beg, and clafj) thy knees } bereave me not, ^^ 

Whereon I live, thy gentle looks^ thy .-..., 
Thy counfel in this uttermod diilreA, 
My only ftiength and flay : forlorn of tlier* 
Whither (hall I betake me» where M^ 
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While yet we live, fcarce one (hort hour perhaps. 

Between ui two let there be peace, both joinings 

As join'd in injuries, one enmity 915 

Againft a foe by doom expreft aifign'd us. 

That cruel Serpent 1 On me eyercife not 

Thy hatred for this mifery befaU'n, 

On me already loft, me than thyfelf 

^ore miferable } both have (inn'd, but thou 930 

Agatnft Go4 only*, I againft God and thee. 

And to the place of judgment will return. 

There with my cries importune Heaven, that all 

The fentence from thy head removed may light 

Qa me, fole caufe to thee of all this woe, 935 

Me, me only, juft obje6l of hit ire. 

She ended weeping, and her lowly plight, 
Immoveable till peace obtained from fault 
Acknowledged and deplor'd, in Adam wrought 
Commiferation j foon his heait relented 940 

Tow'ards her, his life fo late and fole delight. 
Now at his feet fubmiflivc in diftrefs, 
Creature fo fair his reconcilement feeking. 
His cojunfel, whom ihe had difpleas'd, his aid ; 
As one difarm*d, his anger all he loft, 945 

And thus witn peaceful words upraisM her foon. 

Unwary", and too defirous, as before. 
So now of what thou know'ft not, who defir^ft 
The punishment all on thyfelf; alas, 
Bear thine own firft, ill able to fuftain 950 

His full wrath, whofe thou fcel'ft as yet leaft part, 
And my difpleafure bear'ft fo ill. If prayers 

Could 



Book It. PARADISE lost; 77 

Could alter high decrees, I to that place 

Would fpeed before thee, and be louder hetrdi 

That on my head all might be vifited, 955 

Thy frailty and infirmer fex forgiven, 

To me committed and by me exposM. 

But rife, let uvno moi^ contend, nor blame ; 

Each other, blam'd enough elfewhere, but ftrive 

In offices of Iotc, how we may lighten 960 

Etch other's burden, in our (hare of woe ; ' 

Since this day's death denounced, if ou[;ht I fee, 

Will prove no fudden, but a (low-pacM evil, 

A long day's dying to augment our pain. 

And to our feed (O haplefs feed !) derivM. 965 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, reply'd. 
Adam, by fad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find, 
Found fo erroneous, thence by juft event 
Found fo unfortunate $ neverthelefs, 9^0 

Reftor'd by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful ton jj. II IV ^ 
Thy love, the folc rr 
Living or dyings fixi 
What thoughts in 
Tending to fomr u-U 
Or end, though (ii At \ 
As in our evils. 
If care of our <k 
Which muft be b<*m 
ByDtathatlallj ^Jt 
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To be to others caufe of mifery» 
Our own begotten* and of our loiat to bring 
Into this curfed world a woful race. 
That after wretcM life rauft be at lai ^%^ 

Food for fo foul a monfterj in thy power 
It lies, yet ere conception to prevent fi 
The race unbleft, to beUsg yet unbegot* 
Childlefs thou art, childUfs remain : fo Dnth 
Shall be deceived his glut» and with us two 990 

Be forced to fatisfy his ravenous maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and diJficulty 
ConvcXingy looking, lovingy to abftain 
From love's due rites, nuptial embraces fweet. 
And with defire to languish withont hope, 995 

Before the prefent object languiiking 
With like deiire, which would be mifery 
And torment lefs than none of what we dread s 
Then both ourfelves and feed at once to free 
From what we fpar from both, let us make Aort, leoo 
Let us feek Death* on he not founds ^^^Pf^T 
With our own hands his ofice en ourftWet i 
Why ftand we longer ihivering under fears* 
That ihow no end but death, and have the power» 
Of many ways to die the (horteft choofing* i«Q| 

Deftru£lion with deftru^tion to dsftroy ? 
She ended here, or vehement deipair 
Broke off the reft $ fo much of death her though | 
Had entertained, as dy'd her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam with fuch couuiel nothing fway'4 
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To better hopes hia more ftttcnttvr mini! 
Lab^Mig had r^tis^U mid thits to Eve rfply'd. 

Eve, ihy tpntt'mpt dJ' life itiul ^ikulut^ fi^cnii 
To iirgiie in ihci! rom^tUJn^ iiwit tlihlime 
And (fKcidlcnt ih^in whjtt tliy mind coiitciniVKj 
But iVlf-drJltii^tiou thfj-ntoi'^ ftiu^htp i^futen 
That excellence* thought in thee, iuu\ iinplifi, 
Not iKy conlempt, but an|r\iilh mid i in; ret 
For lols of life aiid phafurc oveilovM. 
Or if thou rovtt death ^ a^ titmolt end 
Of iTiifci^, fo thinking' to evade 
The penalty pronoiiiuMi dovibr not but God 
Jlith wifeiier lu-mM bin vcngrful irr than ib 
To bf foi-cf^ullM^ much inoic I fVai k'lt dtatb 
So ihaCch'd will ^^►t cxtinpt m JVoni ihr p;»in 
Wc are by doom tii pny j rather I'uch ai!}* 
Of contumacy will jirovok<^ r^'^^^irhcH 
To make d««|||||By||^tJi^i iVck 

Some f:ifcr i 
I h^ve In irif 
Part of our i 
The Scqicnt^i 
Bt me^mt, whofl 
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Inftead fliall double ours upon our headt* 1040 

No more be mentioned then of violence 

Againft ourfelves, and wilful bairennefs. 

That cuts us o£F from hope, and favors only 

KaQcor and pride, impatience and defpite» 

Reluftance againft God and his juft yoke 1045 

Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 

And gracious temper he both heard and judgM 

Without wrath or reviling } we expe^ed 

immediate diifolution, which we thought 

Was meant by death that day, when lo, to thee lojo 

Pains only in child-bearing were foretold, 

And bringing forth, foon recompensM with joy. 

Fruit of thy womb : on me the curfe aflope 

Gl^cM on the ground ; with labor I muft earn 

^y bread j what harm ? Idlenefs had been worfe $ 1055 

My labor will fuftain me; and left cold 

Or heat (hould injure us, his timely care 

Hath unbefought provided, and his hands 

Cloth'd us unworthy, pitying while he judged; 

How much more, if we pray him, will his ear io6e 

Be open, and his heart to pity' incline, 

And teach us further by what means to ihun 

Th' inclement feafons, rain, ice, hail, andfnow? 

Which now the (ky with various hct begins 

To (how us in this mountain, while the windft 

Blow moift and keen, fliattering the graceful^ 

Of thofe fair fpreading trees $ which bids uf i 

Some better ftixoud} fome better warmth t 
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Our limbi benumm*d, ere thii diurnal ftar 
Leave cold the night, how we his gather*d beams 1079 
Reflected, may with matter fere foment 
Or by coUiiion of two bodies grind 
7 he air attrite to fire» as late the clouds 
JulUing or puHiM with winds rude in their fhock 
Tine the flant lightning, whofc thwart flame driv'n down 
Kindles the gummy bark of iir or pine. 
And fends a comfortable heat from far. 
Which might fupply the fun : iuch fii*c to ufe. 
And what may elfe be remedy or cure ' 

To evils which our own mii'deeds have wrought, loto 
He will in(Vru£l us praying, and of grac« 
Bcfecching him, fo as wc need not fear 
To pafs commodiouHy this life, fu(lain*d 
By him with many comfoits, till we end 
In duft, our final reft and native home. loSs 

What better can we do, than to the place 
Repairing where he judgM us, jiroftrnte fnll 
Before hiiu rtvcrcnti ^nd ihi; 
Humbly our f.iuU$, ai»d| 
Waterini; the ground. 
Frequenting, lent 1 
Of ibnow' un feign*! 
Undoubtedly be 
From his dilpkuiur 
When ati^Tfi 
Whatthr hy 
Vol. IT" 
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So fpake our father penitent, nor Eve 
Felt Icfs rcmorfe j they forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd them, proftrate fell 
Before him reverent, and both confefsM noo 

Humbly their faults, and pardon begg'd, with tear* 
Watering the ground, and with their fighs the air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 
Of forrow* unfeigned, and humiliation meek. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Son of God prefentt to his Father the prayers of 
our firft parents now repenting, and intercedes for 
them : God accepts \heni, but declares th^t they mull 
no longer abide in Paradife ; fends Michael vnth a 
band of Cherubim to d'lfyotkCs them $ but firft to 
reveal to Adam future things: Michael's coming 
down. Adam (hows to Eve certain ominous ilgns; 
he difcems Michael's approach, goes out to meet 
him ; the Angel denounces their departure. Eve'i 
Lamentation. Adam pleads, but fubmitst The 
Angel leads him up to a high hill, fets before hia 
in Ti(io|i vrhzt (hall happea till the flood. 
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THUS they in lowlicfl plight I'epentant ftood 
Praying, for from the mercy- feat above 
Prevcnicnt grace defccniling had removed 
The ftony from their hearts, and made new flcfli 
Regenerate grow indcad, that fight now brcath'd 5 
Unutterable, which the Spi'rit of prayer 
Infpir\f, and wing'd for Hc;iv*n with fpecdicr flij^ht 
Than loudeft oratory 1 yet their port 
Not of mean fuiters, nor important lefM 
SeemM their petition, than when th* ancient pair 19 
In fables old, lefs ancient yet than thcfs;^ 
Deucalion and chaftc Pyrrha, to reftore 
The race of mankind drownM, before the (luine # 
Of Themis flood devout. To Heav*n their prayers 
Flew up, nor mifs'd the way, by envious winds 15 
Blown vagabond or fru (Irate 1 in they puiVd 
Dimenfionlefs through heavenly doors ) then clad 
With incenfe, whera the golden altar fum*d, 
By their great interceiTor, came in fight 
Before the Father^s throne 1 them the glad Son %9 
Prefenting, thus to intercede began. 
8«c, Father^ what firli fruits on eartli ai'C fprung 

C % Frona 
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From thy implanted grace in Man, thefe (ighs 

And prayVs, which in this golden cenfer, mix^d 

With incenfe, I thy prieft before thee bring j 45 

Fruits of more pleafing favor from thy feed 

Sown with contrition in his heart, than thofe 

Which his own hand manuring all the trees 

Of Paradife could have produced, ere fall'n 

From innocence. Now therefore bend thine ear 30 

To fupplication, hear his fighs though mute ; 

Unfkilful with what words to pray, let me 

Interpret for him, me his advocate 

And propitiation j all his works on me 

Good or not good ingraft, my merit thofe 35 

Shall perfe£l, and for thefe my death ihall pay. 

Accept me, and in me from thefe receive 

The fmell of peace tow'ard mankind j let him live 

Before thee reconciled, at lead his days 

Numbered, though fad, till death, his doom, (which I 

To mitigate thus plead, not to reverfe) 

To better life (hall yield him, where with me 

All my redeemed may dwell in joy and blifs. 

Made one with me as I with thee am one. 

To whom the Father, without cloud, ferene. 45 
All thy requeft for Man, accepted Son, 
Obtain j all thy requeft was my decree : 
But longer in that Paradife to dwell, 
The law I gave to nature him forbids t 
Thofe pure immortal elements that know 50 

No grofs, no unharmonious mixture foul, 
£je6l him tainted nowj and purge him off 

As 
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At a diAeaiper» groCi to air at gixiftt 

And mortal fbod» at may difpoic him beH 

ForMiflblurioB wrought by fia» that tfirft 55 

Diftempcr*d all thingt> and of incorrupt 

Corrupted. I at fM with two fair gifu 

Created him endowed* with happineft 

And immortality: that fondly loft» 

Thit other fenr'd but to ctcmiu woe { Co 

Till I provided death i Co death becomes 

Hit final remedy, and after life 

Try*d in diarp tribulation, and re5n*d 

By faith and faithful workt, to fecond lifCf 

Wak'd in the renovation of the juft, 6| 

Refignt him up with Heav*n and Earth renewed. 

But let us call to fynod all the Bled [hide 

Through Heav*n*t wide bounds } from them I will not 

My judgmentty how with Mankind I proceedt 

At how with peccant Angels late they faw, 70 

And in their liate» though firm, (lood more confirm*d. 

He ended, and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright minifter that ¥ratch*d { he blew 
His trumpet, heard in OiTb fincc perhaps 
When God dtfccnded, and perhaps once more *75 
To found at general doom. Th* angelic blaft 
Fiird all the regions : from their bliftful bowers 
Of amarantin fliide, fountain or fpring, 
By the waters of life, where'er they fat r 

In fcIIowHiips of joy, the font of light 
Halted, rcforting to the fummont high, 
And took their feats { till from hit thi^oiu figp 
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Th' Almighty thus pronouncM hit fovran will. 

O Sons, like one of us Man it become 
To know both good and evil, iince his tafte S5 

Of that defended fruit j but let him boaft 
His knowledge of good loft, and evil got. 
Happier, had it fu fficM him to have known^ 
Good by itfclf, and evil not at all. 
He fbrrows now, repents, and prays contrite* 90 

My motions m him ; longer than they move* 
His heart I know, how variable and vain 
Self- left. Left therefore h» now bolder hand 
Reach alfo of the tree of life, and eat. 
And live for pver, dream at Icaft to live 95 

For ever, to remove him I decree. 
And fend him from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter foil. 

Michael, this my beheft have thou in charge. 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim too 

Thy choice of flaming vvaniori, Iclt the Fiend, 
Or in behalf of Maii, or w invade 
Vacant poiTeflion, {bme new trouble miict 
Hafte thee, and from iht Paiadilc of 1 
Without remorfe drive out the fmful ] 
"From hallowM ground th' unholy, 
To them and to their juogeny fiojn 1 
Perpetual baniihment. Vet left theyi 
At the fad fentence rigorously urg!d 
For I behold them fofttn'd and wii 
Bewailing their excefa, oil tii^i 
If patiently thy bidding di«^ 
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But that from u» ought ihotild afcend to Heaven 
So prevalent at to concern the mind 
Of God high-bleft, or to incline hit ^11 , 145 

Hard to belief may feem $ yet this will prayer 
Or one fhort figh of human breath, upborne 
Ev'n to the feat of God. For iince I fought 
By pray'r th' offended Deity to' appeafe, 
Kneerd and before him humbled ail my heart, i$m 
Methought I faw him placable and mild. 
Bending his earj perfuafion in me grew 
That I was heard with favor $ peace returned 
Home to my breaft, and to my memory 
His promife, that thy feed ihall bruife our foe ) 155 
• Which then not minded in difmay, yet now 
Affures me that the bitternefs of death 
Is paft, and we fliall live. Whence hail to thee, 
£ve rightly caird, mother of all mankind, 
Mother of all things living, iince by thee i6# 

Man is to live, and all things live for Man. 

To whom thus Eve with fad demeanour meek. 
Ill worthy I fuch title (hould belong 
To mc tranrgrcflfor, who for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy fnare; to me reproach i€$ 

Kather belongs, diftruft, and all dlfpraife : 
But infinite in pardon was my judge. 
That I, who firft brought death on all, am grac'd 
The fource of life; next favourable thou. 
Who highly thu^ to* intitlc me vouchfaf 'ft, 179 

Far other name deferving. But the field 
To labor calls ut now with fweat imposed. 
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Though ifter fleeplefs night) for fee the moni» 
All unconcernM with our unreft, begins 
Her rofy progrefs (miling ; let ut forth, 175 

I never from thy fide henceforth to (bay. 
Wherever our day*8 woi'k liet, though now injoinM 
Laborious, till day droop } while here we dwell* 
What can be toilfome in thefe pleafant walks f 
Here let us live, though in falPn ftate, content. it« 

So fpake, fo wiflfd much-hurobled Eve, but fate 
SubfcribM not ; Nature firft gave figns, iraprediM 
On bird, beaft, air, air fuddenly eclips'd 
After (hort blufli of mom j nigh in her fight 
The bird of Jove, ftoop'd from his aery tour, it| 
Two birds of gaycft plume before him drove i 
Down from a hill the bcaft that reigns in woods^ 
Firft hunter then, purfu'd a gentle brace, 
Goodlieft of all the forcft, hart and hind { 
Direft to th' eaftcm gate was bent their flight* Iff 
Adam otfervM, and with his eye the chafe 
Purfuing, not unmoved to Ere lh'j» (fnikt. 

O Eve, fome further change awniu us nij^i, 
Which Heav'n by thefe mute igfuin na ture ft^ows, 
Forerunners of hit poffifctf^^^^^^^^^ *7t 

Us haply too fcrure of i 
From penalty^ brcaoftj 
Some days ; be w lo 
Who know^t t»r mwcl 
And thither muii rr 
Why elfe 1 
Of flight pu 
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One way the fclf^fame liour } why in the eaft 
Darknefs ere day^s inid-courfe, and morning light 
More orient in yon weftem cloud, that draws 205 
0*er the blue firmament a radiant white. 
And Aow defcends, with fomething heavenly fraught? 

He err*d not, for by this the heavenly bands 
Down from a iky of jafper lighted now 
In Paradife, and on a hill made halt, no 

A glorious apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye* 
Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 
Jacob in Mah«4naim, where he faw 
The field pavilioned with his guardians bright j ii j 
Kor that which on the flaming mount appeared 
In Dothan, covcrM with a camp of fire, 
Againfl the Syrian king, who to furprife 
One man, aiTi/nn like, had levied war, 
War unproclam'd. The princely Hierarch sso 

In their bright ftand there left his Powers to feife 
PofTefTion of the garden $ he alone. 
To find where Adam fhelter'd, took his way. 
Not unperceivM of Adani> who to Eve, 
While the great vifitant approached, thus fpake. 225 

Eve, now expe^ great tidings, which perhaps 
Of U9 will foon deter m in, or impofc 
New laws to be obferv'd ; for I dcfcry 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill 
One of the heav'nly hoft, and by his gait t}9 

None of the meanefl, fome great Potentate 
Or pf the Thrones above, fuch majeily 

InvefU 
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Inveftt him coining ; yet not terrible 

That I ihould fear, nor fociably mild» 

As Raphael, that I (hould much confidct 135 

But folemn and iuhlime, whom not to* offend» 

With reverence I muft meet, and thou retire. 

He ended $ and th* Arch-Angel foon drew nigh» 
Not in hit Ihape celeftial, but at man 
Clad to meet man ; over hit lucid arms 140 

A military veft of purple flowed, 
Livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce j Iris had dipt the woof { 
His ftarry helm unbuckled ftiow'd him prime §45 

In manhood where youth ended $ by his (ide 
As in a glift'ring lodiac hung the fword, 
Satan's dire dread, and in his hand the (pear. 
Adam bowM low ; he kingly from his ftate 
IndinM not, but his coming thus declared. 150 

Adam, Heaven's high beheft no preface needs 1 
Sufficient that thy prayers are heard, and Death, 
Then due by fentence when thou didft tranfgrefs» 
Defeated of his feifure many days 
Giv'n thee of grace, wherein thou may'ft repent^ 155 
And one bad aft with many deeds well done 
Mayft cover i well may then thy Lord appeasM 
Redeem thee quite from Death*s rapacious clame $ 
But longer in this Paradife to dwell 
Pei-mits not i to remove thee I am come, a6o 

And fend thee from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou waft takeui fitter foil 
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He added not, for Adam at the news 
Heart-ftriick with 'chilling gripe of forrow ftood« 
That all his fenfes bound ^ Eve^ who unfeen 165 

Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Difcover'd foon the ptace of her retire. 

O unexpected ftroke, worfe than of Death ! 
' Muft I thus leave thee, Paradife ? thus leave 
Thee, native foil, thefe happy walks and ihades, tjo 
Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to fpend. 
Quiet though fad, the refpit of that day 
That muft be mortal to us both. O flowers^ 
That never will in other climate grow, 
My early vifitation, and my laft 27^ 

At even» which I bred up with tender hand 
From the firft opening bud, and gave you namesy 
Who now (hall rear you to the fun, or rank 
Your tribes, and water from th* ambroTial fount P 
Thee laftly, nuptial bow'r, by me adorn*d iSo 

With what to fight or fmell was fwcet, from thee 
How (hall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower world, to this obfcure 
And wild ? how (hall we breathe in other air 
Lefs pure, accuftom'd to immortal fruits ? q.%$ 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild. 
Lament not. Eve, but patiently rengn 
What juftly thou haft loft; nor fct thy heart. 
Thus over- fond, on that which is not thine ; 
Thy going is not lonely j with thee goes . s^ 

Thy hufband ; him to follow thou art bound ; 
Where he abides, think there thy native foil. 

Adam 
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Adam by this from the cold ludd«n damp 
Recovering) and hit fcatterM fpi^ritt returned, 
To Michael thus hit humble words addixft^d. 195 

Celeliial, whether among the Thrones, or nam*d 
Of them the high*eft, for fuch of (hape may feem 
Prince above princes, gently haft thou told 
Thy mcflagt, which might elfe in telling wound. 
And in peiforming end us { what befides 300 

Of forrow and deje6lion and defpair 
Our frailty can fuftain, thy tidings bring, 
Departure from this happy place, our fweet 
Keccfs, and only confolation left 
Familiar to our eyes, all places elfe j0f 

Inhofpitable' appear and defolate. 
Nor knowing us nor known 1 and if by prayer 
IncelTant I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can, I would not cetft 
To weary him with my alfiduous cries 1 3># 

But pray'r againft his abfolute decree 
No more avails than breath againft the wind. 
Blown ftifling back on him that breathes it forth 1 
Therefore to his great bidding I fubmit. 
This moft affli^s me, that depaiiing hence» sij 

As from his face I (hall be hid, deprived 
His blefled countenance $ here I could frctjurni 
With worftiip place by place where he voucliflC* 
Prefence divine, and to my fons relate, 
On this mount he appeared, under this tree 
Stood vifible, among thefe pines his voice 
I heard* here witl\ him at this fountain tulk' 
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So many grateful altars I would rear 

Of graify turf» and pile up every ftone 

Of luftre from the brook, in memory^ 315 

Or monument to aget» and thereon 

Offer fweet fmelliog gums and fruits and flowers : 

In yonder nether world where ihall I feek 

His blight appearances, or foot-ftep trace ? 

For though I fled him angry, yet, recalled 330 

To life prolonged and promised race, I now 

Gladly behold though but his utmoft fkirts 

Of glory, and far off his fteps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign. 
Adam, thou know^ft Heaven his, and all the Earth, 
Not this rock only* ; his omniprefcnce Alls 
Land, Tea, and air, and every kind that lives. 
Fomented by his virtual power and warmM : 
All th^ earth he gave thee to poflefs and rule. 
No defpicable gift ; furmife not then 3f» 

His prefence to thefe narrow bounds confined 
Of Paradife or Eden : this had been 
Perhaps thy capital feat, from whence had ipread 
All generations, and had hither come 
From all the ends of th^ earth, to celebrate 345 

And reverence thee their great progenitor. 
But this preeminence thou* haft loft, brought down 
To dwell on even ground now with thy fons s 
Yet doubt not but in valley and in plain 
God is as here, and will be found alike 350 

Prefent, and of his prefence many a fign 
Still following thee, ftill compaifing thee round 

With 
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With goodneft and paternal love, hit face 
£x|>rer8, and of hit ftept the track divine. 
Which that thou may*ft believe, and be confirm^ 355 
Ere thou from hence depart, know I am Tent 
To (how thee what (hall come in future days 
To thee and to thy oflfspring ( good with bad 
Expe6^ to hear, fupemal grace contending 
With finfulneft of men 1 thereby to learn ^$9 

True patience, and to temper joy with fear 
And piout forrow, equally inur*d 
By moderation either (late to bear, 
Profperous or adverfe t fo (halt thou lead 
Safeft thy life, and bed preparM imiure 365 

Thy mortal pa(rage when it comet. Afcend 
This hill { let Eve (for I have drench'd her eyes) 
Here deep below, while thou to forefight wak'li i 
As once thou flept*(l, while (he to life was formed. 
To whom thus Adam gratefully replyM. 570 

Afcend, I follow thee, fafe Ouide, the path 

Thou lead'ft me*, and to the hand of Heav'n fubmir, 

However chaft'ning, to the evil turn 

My obvious breaft, anning to overcome 

By fuflfering, and earn re(l from labor won» 

If fo I may attain. So both afcend 

In the vifions of God t It was a hill 

Of Paradife the higheft, from whofe top 

The hemifphere of earth in cleared ken 

StretchM out to th* ampleft reach of profpefl lay. 

Not high*er that hill nor wider looking round, 

Whereon for different caufe the Tempter fet 
Vol. II. H 
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Our fecond Adam in die wilderaefs. 

To (hew him all earth*! kingdomt and their glory. 

His eye might theiv command wherever ftood %S$ 

City of old or modem fame, the feat 

Of mightieft empire, from the deftin'd wallt 

Of Cambalu, feat of Cathaian^Can, 

And Samarchand by Oxus, Temir*t tlirone. 

To Paqutn of Sinaean kings, and thence 390 

To Agra and Lahor of great Mogul 

Down to the golden Cherfoneie, or where 

The Perfian in Ecbatan fat, or fince 

In Hifpahan, or where the Ruflian Kfar 

In Mofco, or the Sultan in Bizance, 395 

Turcheftan-born j nor coiild his eye not ken 

Th' empire of Negus to his utmoft port 

Ercoco, and the lefs mantim kings 

Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Melind, 

And Sofala thought Ophir, to the realm 400 

Of Congo, and Angola fartheft fouth ; 

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount 

The kingdoms of Almanfor, Fez and Suz, 

Mai'occo and Algiers, and Tremilen j 

On Europe thence; and where Rome was to fway 405 

The world i in fpi'rit perhaps he alfo faw 

Rich Mexico the feat of Montezume, 

And Cufco in Pkru, the richer feat 

Of Atabalipa, and yet unfpoird 

Gniana, whofe great city Geryon*s Tons 41 » 

Call El Dorado : but to nobler lights ' 

Michael from Adam^s eyes the film removM» 

WliiA 
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Which that hlCt fruit that pramis^d ckarar fight 

Had bred ) then purged with euphraTy and me 

The vifual nerve, for he had much to fee | 415 

And from the well of life three dropt inftiird. 

So deep the power of thefe ingredients pierc*d» 

E'en to th' inmoft feat of mental fight. 

That Adam now enforcM to dofe hit eyct* 

Sunk down» and all hit fpirita become intnnc*d { 4ao 

But him the gentle Angel by the hand 

Soon rais'd, and his attention thut recalled. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and firft behold 
Th' eflfe^ which thy original crime hath wrought 
In Come to (]pnng from thee, who never touched 415 
Th' excepted tree, nor with the (hake confpir'd. 
Nor finnM thy (kn, yet from that fin derive 
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds* 

His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field, 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were iheavet 439 

New reap'd, the other pait (heep- walks and folds | 
r th' midft an altar as the land-mark Itood, 
Ruftic, of gralTy ford ) tlnther anon 
A fweaty reaper from hh tilkgt brought 
Firft fruits, the green ear, and the yellow /heaf, 435 
UncullM, as came to hand -, a (hepherd next 
More meek came with the firftlings of his fiock 
Choiceft and beft \ then facrificing, laid 
The inwards and their fat, with incenfe ftrow%l, 
On the cleft wood, and all due rites performed. 
His offering foon propitious fire fram Heaven 
Confum'd with nimble glance, and grateful ^y^ 
Ha 



\ 



too PARADISE LOST/ BookXI. 

The other*t not» for hit was not fincere f 
Whereat he inly rag^d, and as they talk'ds 
Smote him into the midriff with a ftone 445 

That beat out Hfe$ he fell» and deadly pole 
Groan'd out his foul with guftiing blood ef!tis*d« 
Much at that ftght was Adam in his heart 
Difmay^dy and thus in haftc to th* Angel cry'd« 

O Teacher, Tome great mifchtef hath befalPn 45a 
To that meek man, who well had racrific'd ^ 
Is piety thus and pure devotion paid ? 

T* whom Michael thus, he alfo movMy rep]y*d« 
Theie two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins j th* unjuft the juft hath flain, ^^^ 
For enry that his brother*s offering found 
From Heav*n acceptance) but the bloody faft 
Will be aveng'd, and th' other's faith approved 
Lofe no reward, though here thou fee him die» 
Kolling in duft and gore* To which our fire. 460 

Alas, both for the deed and for the caufe ! 
But have I now feen Death f Is this the way 
I muft return to native duft f O fight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 
Hoirid to thinks how horrible to feel t 465 

To whom thus Michai^h Death thou haft feen 
In his firft fliape on man } but many (hapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave, all difmal } yet to fenfe 
More terrible at th* entrance than within. 470 

Some, as thou faw*ft, by violent ftroke (hall die^ 
By fire, fioodi fawitti by intemperance more 

In 
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In meatt and drinkt» which on the eirth ihill bring 
Diieaies dire^ of which a monftrous crew 
Before thee Aiail appear; that thou mayft know 475 
What mifery th' inabftlnence of Eve 
Shall biing'on men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appearM, fad, noi(bme» dark, 
A lazar-houfe it feemM, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all di(eat*d» all maladies 4to 

Of ghaftly rpaTm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heart-fick agony, all feverous kinds* 
Convulfions, epilepfies, fierce catarrhs* 
Inteftin ftone and ulcer, colic pangs. 
Demoniac phreniy, moaping melancholy^ 4S5 

And moon-ftruck madnefs, pining atrophy, 
Marafmus, and wide-wafting peftilence, 
Dropiies, and afthmas, and joint-racking rheums. 
Dip6 was the toflingy deep the groans ; Defpair 
Tended the Tick bulieil from couch to couch} 4^ 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delayed to ftrike, though oft invoked 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 
Sight £0 deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry-eyM behold ? Adam could not, but wept^ ^f$ 
Though not of woman bomj companion quell 'd 
His befl of man, and gave him up to tears 
A fpace, till firmer thoughts refbain'd Cxcefs ; 
And fcarce recovering words his plaint renewM* 

O miferable mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched flate referv'd! 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given 
H3 
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To be thus wrefted from u. ? rather why 

Obtruded on u.th«? who if we knew 

What we receive, would either not accept 5«5 

Life ofFer'd, or foon beg to lay it down, 

Glad to be fo difmift'd in peace. Can thu. 

Th' image of God in man created once 

So goodly and ereft, though faulty fince. 

To fuch unfightly fuifcrings be debas d $«• 

Under inhuman pain.? Why ftould not man. 

Retaining ftill divine fimil.tude 

In part, from fuch deformitie. be free. 

And for his Maker', image fake exenipt? 

Their Maker-, image, anfwerM Michwl, then 5,5 
Forfook them, when themfelve. they vilify'd 
To ferve ungovcrn'd appetite, and took 
Hi. image whom they ferv'd, a brutifl. vtce, 
Induaive mainly to the fin of Eve. 
Therefore fo abjea i» their puniftment, $»» 

Di.figvring not God', likeneft, but their own. 
Or if hi. likeneft, by themfelve. defec d. 
While they pervert pure nature', healthful n,le« 
To loathfome ficknef., worthily, fince they 
God', image did not reverence in themfelve.. j.5 

I yield it juft, faid Adam, and fubmit. 
But i. there yet no other way, befide. 
Thefe painful paffage., how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural duft? 

There i.. faid Michael, if thou well obferve 5J» 
The rule of not too much, by temp'rance taught. 
In what thou cat'ft and drink'ft, feeking from thence 
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Due nouriihment, not glunoaoat delight. 

Till many years over thy head return 1 

80 may'ft thou live» till like ripe fruit thoa drop 535 

Into thy mother's lap, or be with eafe 

Gathered, not harihly pluck'd» for death mature 1 

This is old age $ but then thou muft outlive 

Thy youth, thy ftrength, thy beauty, which will change 

To wither*d, weak, and gray; thy fcnfes then 540 

Obtufe, all tafte of pleafura muft forgo, 

To what thou haft ; and for the air of youth. 

Hopeful and chcarfid, in thy blood will reign 

A melancholy damp of cold and dry 

To weigh thy fpirits down, and laft confume 545 

The balm of life. To whom our anceftor. 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would pix>long 
Life much, bent rather how I may be quit 
Faireft and eafieft of this cumbrous charge^ 
Which I muft keep till my appointed day 550 

Of rendring up, and patiently attend 
My diflblution. Michael reply'd. 

Nor- love thy life, nor hate ; but what thnu IMk 
Live well, how long cm ihon ^mii to 
And now prepare thcc for aiio 

He look'd, and faw n fpacu 
Were tents of varioui hue| 
Of cattel grazing; otliers. 
Of inftruments that made i 
Was heard, of harp mm] oi^^ni 
Their ftops and chord -^ \s .is kco j 
Inftin^ through all pt c 
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Fled and purfuM tranfyerfe the refonsmt fugue. 

In other part ftood one who at the forge 

J^ab'ringt two maify clods of ir'on and brafs 5.65 

Had melted, (whether found where cafual fire 

Had wafted woods on mountain or in vale, 

Down to tlie veins of earth, thence gliding hot 

'To fome cave*s mouthy or whether waihM by ftream 

From underground) the liquid ore he drained 570 

Into fit molds preparM $ from which he formed 

Firft his own tools; then, what might elfe be wrought 

Fufil or graven in metal. After thcfe, 

But on the hither fide, a different fort 

From the high neighboring hills, which was their feat, 

Down to the plain defcended i by their guife 

Juft men they feemM, and all their ftudy bent 

To worfhip God aright, and know his works 

Not hid, nor thofe things laft which might preferve 

Fl^eedom and peace to men : they on the plun $%o 

Long had not walk*d, when from the tents behold 

A bevy of fair women, richly gay 

In gems and wanton drefs } to th* harp they fimg 

Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on s 

The men, though grave, ey*d them, and let their eyes 

Rove without rein, till in the amorous net 

Faft caught, they lik*d, and each his liking chofei 

And now of love they treat, till th' evening ftar^ 

Love's harbinger, appeared) then all in heat 

They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 590 

Hymen, then firft to marriage rites invok*d 1 

With feaft and mufic all the Untt refound. 

Such 
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Such happy interview and fair event 

Of love and youth not loft» iongt» gariande^ flowerit 

And charming fymphoniety attached the heart 595 

Of Adam foon inclined t'admit deli|;ht. 

The bent of nature 1 which he thui expfvrt*d. 

True opener of mine eyesy prime Angel bleftp 
Much better feems this vifion, and more hope 
Of peaceful dayt portendt, than tho(e two paft i 6oo 
Thofe were of hate and deaths or pain much worfe» 
Here nature feema fulfiird in all her cnde. 

To whom thut Michael. Judge not what it beft 
By pleafure, though to nature feeming meet, 
Createdi as thou art, to nobler end 60$ 

Holy and pure, conformity divine. 
Thofe tents thou faw*ft fo pleafant, were the tenta 
Of wickednefs, wherein (hall dwell his race 
Who (lew his brother} (hidious they appear 
Of arts that polifli lifct inventors rare, 6t% 

Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them, but they his gifts acknowledge none. 
Yet they a beauteous oflFspring (hall beget) 
For that ^air female troop thou faw^ft, that feem*d 
Of Goddeflfes, fo blithe, fo fmooth, fo gay, 61$ 

Yet empty of all good wherein confiilv 
Woman*s domeftic honor and chief |'i nfc | 
Bred only and completed to the taHc 
Of luftful appetite, to fmg, to dint r, 
To drefs, and troll the tongue, anii 
To thefe that fober race of men, who 
Religious titled them the font of Q^ 
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Shall yield up ail tbcir virtue^ all their fiunt 
Igaobl^Ty tti the trains and to the fmtleft 
C£ thefe fair atheiftt, and now fwim in joy* 695 

Erelong to fwim at large { and laugh> for whieh 
The world erelong a world of tears muft weep. 

To whom thus Adam of ihort joy bereft. 
O pity* a«d ihame* that they who to liYe well 
Entered fo fair» ihould turn afide to tread 630 

Paths indire^^ or in the mid way faint ( 
But ftill I fee the tenor of Man's woe 
Holds on the rame» from Woman to begin* 

From Man's eflfeminate flacknefs it begins^ 
Said th* Ange)» whi (hould better hold his place 635 
By wifdom and fuperior gifts reeeiv*d. 
But now prepare thee for another feene. 

He look'd» and faw wide territory fpread 
Before hinT» towi^s, and rural woorks between^ 
Cities of men with lofty gates and towers, ^40 

Concourfe in arms, fierce faces threatning war» 
* Giants of mighty bone, and bold emprife^ 
Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming fteed,. 
Single or in array of battel rang'd 
Both horfe and foot, nor idly muil'ring ftood| 645 
One way a band fele£l from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine 
From a fat meadow ground } or fleecy flock, 
Ewes and their bleating lambs over tbe plain. 
Their booty ( fcarce with life the fiiephends ily* 650 
But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray ) 
With cruel torneament the fquadrons joini 

Where 
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When catlel fMifturM bte, now icatter^d lict 

With cmrcaflet and anot tk* mfimfui'd Md 

Dcfertedt Others to a city Ann^ $^f 

Lay fiege, incamf *d i by battery, feakt aad ■■»€» 

Aflaultingl otben froon tbc wall dddid 

With dart aikl jairelia, ioau aad Ailpbaraoi fiiv ; 

On each hand flaaghtcr and fpgaatic 4m^ 

fai other part the fccpter^d beraidf call #<• 

To council in the city gates s anoa 

Grey-headed aaen and gmr* with o ir rk i n mi«*dt 

Aflemble, and hvangvrs are heard, but (boa 

In faAious oppo/itioiiY till at laA 

Of middle age one niing, cminerTt $§f 

In wife deport, fpake much of right and wrongs 

Of juftioe, of religion, troth and peace, 

And judgment from above i him old and yoong 

Exploded, and had feiz^d with violent handt. 

Had not a cloud defcending fnatch'd him thence $7^ 

Unfeen amid the throng s (o violence 

Proceeded, and opprtfBon, and fword-law 

Through all the pUio, and refuge none was found. 

Adam was all in tnrs, and to hit guide 

Lamenting tum*d full fuJ . • 

Death's minifkr^, not mrtu wh 

Inhumanly to men, and nj^ilttpr. 

Ten thoufand fDld the fin of hbn ^ 

Hi» brother J for of whom fjnh mnftt^ 

Make they but of their Intiliitn, 

But who wa» that juft miru wh 

Refcued, bid ia hit rightrvu 
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To whom thus Michael. Thefe an the produft 
Of thofe ill-mated marriages thou faw^ft | 
Where good with bad weiv matchM, who of themiclves 
Abhor to join } and by imprudence mik*d/ 
Produce prodigious births of body* or mind. 
Such were thefe giants* men of high renown i 
For in thofe days might only ihall be* admired. 
And valor and heroic virtue oallM $ $^ 

To overcome in battel* and fubdue 
Nations* and bring home fpoils with infinite 
Man-flaugbter* fliall be held the higheft pitch 
Of human glory* and for glory done 
Of triumph* to be ftird great conquerors* 695 

Patrons of mankind* Gods* and (bns of Gods* 
Deftroyers rightlier caird and plagues of men. 
Thus f«me ihall be achieved* renown on earth. 
And what.moft merits fame in filence hid. 
Sut he the fev*nth from thee* whom thou beheldft 700 
The only righteous in a world perverfe* 
And therefore hated* therefore fo befet 
With foes for daring fingle to be juft* 
And utter odious truth* that God would come 
To judge them with his Saints i him the moft High 705 
Rapt in a balmy cloud with winged fteeds 
Did* as thou faw*ft* receive* to walk with God 
High in falvation and the climes of blifs* 
Exempt from death $ to fliow thee what reward 
Awaits the good* the reft what puniihrnent^ yta 

Which now dlrt6k thine eyes and foon behold. 
He lookM^ and faw the face of things quite changM ; 

The 
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The braten thn»«t of war bad ccas'ii to iw{ 

All now was turnM to jollity and gmmt^ 

To luxury and riot, fcaft and daacc» 715 

Marrying or proftituting» as befd» 

Ripe or adultery, wlici« paffing lair 

AllurM them $ thence from cupt to cm! favwls. 

At length a reverend fire among tlwn came. 

And of their doings gitat dillike dedar*d yao 

And teftifyM againll their waya | he oft 

Frequented their aflembliety w h e ialb met. 

Triumphs or feftiTals, and to them pctadiM 

ConveriCon and repentance, as to foola 

In prilbn under judgments imminent t ytj 

But all in vain 1 which when he law, he ecasM 

Contending, and removed his tents far off) 

Then from the mountain hewing timber tall» 

Began to build a Teffel of hi^ bulk, 

MeafurM by cubit, length, and breadth, and highthy 

Smear'd round with pitch, and in the fide a door 

ContriTM, and of provifions laid in large 

For man and beaft t when lo a wonder ftrange I 

Of every beaft, and bird, and inleft (mall 

Came fev^ns, and pairs, and enterM in, as taught 735 

Their orders laft the fire, and his three fims 

With their four wives ; and God made faft the door. 

Meanwhile the fouth-wind rofe, and with black wingt 

Wide hovering, all the clouds together drove 

From under Heaven ) the hills to their fupply 74^ 

Vapor, and exhalation duflc and moift, 

Sent up amain J and now the ^ckenM fliy 



iia PARADISE LOST. BookXI. 

Like a dark cieliBg flood i down ru(h*d the rain 

Impetuous, and continued till the earth 

No more was feen $ the floting veflel fwum 745 

Uplifted, and fecure with beaked prow 

Rode tilting o'er the waves ; all dwellings elfe 

Flood overwhelm^, and them with all their pomp 

Deep under water roU'd ; fea covered fea. 

Sea without fhore^ and in their palaces 75* 

Where luxury late reignM, fea-monfters whelpM 

And ftabled ; of mankind, fo numerous late. 

All left, in one fmall bottom fwum imbarkM. 

How didft thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 

The end of all thy offspring, end fo fad« 755 

Depopulation 1 thee another flood. 

Of tears and forrow* a flood thee alfo drowned. 

And funk thee as thy fons $ till gently reared 

By th* Angel, on thy feet thou ftood'fl at laft. 

Though comfortlefs, as when a father mouma 760 

His children, all in view deftroyM at once ) 

And fcarce to th* Angel utterMfl thus thy plaint* 

O viflons ill forefeen I better had I 
XivM ignorant of future, fo had borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 76 j 

Enough to bear} thofe now, that were diipcna'd 
The burd'n of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being. 
With thought that they muft be. Let no man feek 
Henceforth to be foretold what ihall befall 
Him or his children § evil he may be Aire, 

Whi^h 
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Which neither hie foreknowing can pnrent. 

And he the future evil (hall no lefs 

In apprehenfion than in fubftance feel 775 

Grievous to bear 1 but that care now it poft, 

Man is not whom to warn 1 thofe few efcap*d 

Famin and angusfli will at laft conAime 

Wandering that watry deftrti I had hope 

When violende was ceased, and war on earth» 710 

All would have then gone well, peace would have crown*d 

With length of happy days the race of man { 

But I was far deceived 1 for now I fee 

Peace to corrupt no lefs than war to wafte. 

How comes it thus ? unfold, ccleftial Guidei 7S5 

And whether here the race of man will end. 

To whom thus ^lichael . Thofe whom laft thou faw* A 
In triumph and luxurious wealthy are they 
Firft feen in afts of prowefs eminent 
And great exploits» but of true virtue void | 790 

Who having fpiit much blood, and done much wafte, 
Subduing nations, and achieved thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey, 
Shall change their courfe to pleafure, eafe, and floth. 
Surfeit, and luft, till wantonnefs and pride 795 

Kaife out<of friendship hoftile deeds in peace. 
The conquered alfo, and inflav'd by war. 
Shall with their freedom loft all virtue lofe 
And fear of God, from whom their piety feigned 
In iharp conteft of battel found no aid Soo 

Againft in/aders ) therefore cool'd in leal 
Thenceforth ikall pra^Uce h9w to live fccuiY» 

Worldly 
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Worldly or diflblute, on what their lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy $ for th* earth (hall bear 
More than enough, that temperance may be tryM t 
So all fhall turn degenerate, all deprav'd, 
Juftice and temp'rance, truth and faitbfoigot $ 
One man except, the only fon of light 
In a dark age, againft example good, 
Againft allurement, cuftom, and a world 8io 

Offended $ fearlefs of reproach and fcorn. 
Or violence, he of their wicked ways 
Shall them admonifli, and before them fet 
The paths of righteoufnefs, how much more fafe. 
And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come Sic 
On their impenitence $ and fliall return 
Of them derided, but of God obferv'd 
The one juft man alive; by his command 
Shall build a wondrous^ ark, as thou behel<i(ft. 
To fave himfelf and houfhold from amidft Sao 

A wor)d devote to univerfal wrack. 
No fooner he with them of man and beaft 
Selea for life fliall in the ark be lodged. 
And flielter'd round, but all the catara^ls 
Of Heav*n fet open on the earth fliall pour t*s 

Rain day and night ) all fountains of the deep 
Broke up, (hall heave the ocean to ufurp 
Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife 
Above the highefl hills t then (hall this mount 
Of Paradife by might of waves be mov*d S30 

Out of his place, puih'd by the homed flood. 
With all his verdure fpoird, and trees adrift, * * ^ 

Dowa 



Book XL PARADISE LOST, its 

Down the grtat rivtr to the opening gulf. 

And there take root an iland Talt and bare» 

The haunt of Teals, aad ores, and fea-mews dang i ty$ 

To teach thee that God attributes to place ^ 

No faa^iity, if none be thither brought 

By men who there fitquent, or therein dwell. 

And now what further (hall enfue, behold. 

He looked, and faw the ark hull on the floods 840 
Which now abated ; for the clouds were fled, 
Driv'n by a keen north-wind, that blowing dry 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decayed { 
And the clear fun on his wide watry glais 
GazM hot, and of the fi*eni wave largely di^ew, 145 
As after thirft, which made their flowing (brink 
Fmni (lauding lake to tripping ebb, that ilole 
With foft foot tow*ards the deep, who now had ftopi 
His (luces, as the Heaven his windows (hut. 
The ark no more now flotes» but feenns on ground 
Fail on the top of fome high mountain (ix\U 
And now the tops of hills as ix>cks appeal* { 
With clamor tlicnce the rapid currents drive 
Tow*ards the rau^ating fea their furious tide, 
Koithwith fix>m out the ark a raven fliesi t;| 

And after bim> the furer me(fenger, 
A dove fent forth once and again to fpy 
Green tree or ground whereon his foot may light { 
The fecond time returning, in his bill 
An olive leaf he brings, pacific fign 1 S6t 

Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 
The ancient fire defccnds with all his train } 
Vol. IL I 
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Then with uplifted banch, and cyct drvo«t» 
Grateful to Hea¥*ii, over hit head beholds 
A dew3r cloud, and in the cloud a bow 
Confpicuous with three lifted colors gay. 
Betokening peace from God, and covenant new. 
Whereat the heart of Adam erft To fad 
Greatly rejoicM, and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou who future things can ft repreftnt 
As prefent, heav'nly Inftru£kar, I revive 
At this laft fight, afturM that man (hall live 
With all the creatures, and their ieed preiervc. 
Far lefs I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked Tons deftroy*d, than I rejoice 
For one man found fo perfe^l; and fo juft, 
That God vouchfafes to raife another world 
' Fron» him, and all his anger to forget. 
But fay, what mean thofe colored ftreaks in Heaven 
Diftended as the brow of God appeased. 
Or fcrve they as a flow ly verge to bind 
The fluid ikirts of that fame wairy cloud. 
Left it again ctilTolve and Hiqw^r the €an^ f 

To whom th* A rdi-A n^e 1 . Dent 
So willingly doth God rtmit hU irUj 
Though late rcpe ruing him of mi 
Griev'd at his heart, when lookini 
The whole earth fAVd with viote 
CoiTupting each thcjr way j yet, 
Such grace ihalL vnc juli mstn 
That he relents, not to ] 
And makes a cove 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Ansel Michael continues from the flood to relate 
what mall fucceed ; then, in the nientioii of Abra- 
ham, comes by degrees to explain who that Seed of 
the Woman (hall be, which was promifed Adam 
and Eve in the fall $ his incarnation, death, refur- 
reflion, and afcenfion \ the ftate of the church till 
his fecond coming. Adam greatly fatisfied and rc« 
comforted by thefe relations and promifes defcends 
the hill with Michael; wakens Eve, who all this 
while had (lept, but with gentle dreams composed 
to quietnefs of mind and fubmiiCon. Michael in 
cither hand leads them out of Paradifc, the fiery 
fword waving behind them, and the Cherubim taking 
their iUtions to guard the place. 
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As one who in hit journey bates at nooa» 
Though bent on fpoed $ fo here th' Arch« Angel 
paused 
Betwixt Ae world deftroy'd and world rtftor'd» 
If Adam ought perhaps might interpofe ) 
Then with tranfition fwcet new fpeech refumet. $ 

Thus thou haft feen one world begin and end ) 
And man as from a fecond ftock proceed. 
Much thou haft yet to lee, but I perceive 
Thy mortal fight to fail ; objc^^s divine 
Muft needs impair and weary human ienfe t lo 

Henceforth what is to come I will relate, 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 
This fecond fourceof men, while 
And while the dread of judgment {^Et rtm 
Frelh in their minds, fearing the DufVj 
With fome regard to what is juft and riglu 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply >i|^cicf| 
LabVing the foil, and reaping plcrtTv 
Com, wine, and oil \ and from t!\€ 
Oft facrificing bullock, lamb, oi \ \ 
With large wine -offerings pour'il^ 
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Shall fpend their da^s in joy unblam*d, and dwell 
Long time in peace by families and tribes 
Under paternal rule : till one ihall rife 
Of proud ambitious heart, who not content %$ 

With fair equality, fraternal (late, 
Will arrogate dominion undefervM 
Over his brethren, and quite difpoffefs 
, Concord and law of nature from the earth. 
Hunting (and men not bea(h ihall be his game)'^ 30 
With wai' and hoftilc fnare fuch as refufe 
Subjection to his empire tyrannous : 
A mighty hunter thence he fhall be ftird 
Before the Lord, as in defpite of Heaven^ 
Or from Heav'n claming fecond fovranty ^ 35 

And from rebellion (hall derive his name. 
Though of rebellion others he accufe. 
He with a crew, whom like aiabition joins 
With him or under him to tyrannize. 
Marching from Eden tow*ards the weft, (hall find 40 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hellj 
Of brick, and of that ftuff they caft to build 
A city' and tow'r, whofe top may reach to Heayen ; 
And get thcmfelves a name, left far difpersM 4.5 

In foreign lands their memory be loft, 
Regardlefs whether good or evil fame. 
But God, who oft defcends to vifit men 
Unfeen, and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings, them beholding foon, 50 

Comes down to fee their city, ere the tower 

Obftrua 
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Obftni£l Heav*n-tow*rt, and in dcrifion fcts 

Upon their tongues a various fpiVit to rafe 

Quite out their native language, and inftead 

To fow a jangling noife of words unknown i 55 

Forthwith a hideous gabble rifes loud 

Among the builders ; each to other calls 

Not underftobd, till hoai-Tc, and all in rage. 

As mockM they ftorm ; great laughter was in HeaTen 

And looking down, to fee the hubbub ftrtnge 60 

And hear the din ) thus was the building left 

Ridiculous, and the work Confufion namM, 

Whereto thus Adam fatherly difpleas'd. 
O execrable fon fo to afpire 

Above his brethi^n, \o himfcif aflPuming 65 

Authority ufurpM, from God not given t 
He gave us only over bead, fifh, fowl, 
Dominion abfolute } thtt right we hold 
By his donation $ but man over men 
He made not lord ) fuch title to himfelf f^ 

Referving, human lef^ from human free. 
But this ufurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man ) to God his tow'r intends 
Siege and defiance t Wretched man I what food 
Will he convey up thither to fuftain 
Himfcif and his rafh army, where thirt ^ir 
Above the. clouds will pine his entrails "rnfti 
And famiih him of breath, if not cf hv. 1 1 ' 

To whom thus Michael. Juftly tSi^ 
That fon, who on the quiet ftate of 1 
Such trouble brought| affe^ing to it 
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Rational liberty ; yet know withal. 

Since thy original lapfe, true liberty • 

Is loft, which always with right reafon dwells 

Twinn*d, and from her hath no dividual being s 85 

Reafon in man obfcurM, or not obey'd. 

Immediately inordinate defires 

And upftart paiHons catch the government 

From reafon, and to fervitude reduce 

Man till then free. Therefore fince he permits 90 

Within himfelf unworthy powVs to reign 

Over free reafon, God in judgment juft 

Subje^s him from without to violent lords | 

Who oft as undefervedly inthrail 

]^s outward freedom : tyranny muft be, 95 

Though to the tyrant thereby no excufe. 

Yet fometimes nations will decline fo low 

From virtue, which is reafon, <hat no wrong* 

But juftice, and fome fatal curfe annexed, 

Peprivcs them of their outward liberty, so# 

Their inward loft 1 Witnefs th' irreverent fon 

Of him who built the ark, who for the (hame 

Done to his father, heard this heavy curie, 

Servant offervanU^ on his vicious race. 

Thus will this latter, as the former world, 105 

Still tend from bad to worfe, till God at laft 

Wearied witli their iniquities, withdraw 

His prcfence from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes j rcfolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to their own polluted ways { no 

And one peculiar nation to feleA 

From 
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From til the reft, of whom to be iavok'd* 

A nation from one faithful man to fpring i 

Him on this fide Euphratea yet reiidiagy 

Bred up in idol-worlhip } O that men 115 

(Canft thou believe }) (hould be fo ihipid grown. 

While yet the patriarch liv'd» who fcapM the flood* 

As to forfake the living God, and fall 

To worfhip their own work in wood and ftone 

For Gods I yet him God the moft High vouchfafet !»• 

To call by vifion from hii father's houfe, 

His kindred and falfe Gods, into a land 

Which he will (hew him, and from him will riife 

A mighty nation, and upon htm fliower 

His benediction fo, that in his feed it| 

All nations (hall be bleft) he ftrait obeys, 

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes t 

I fee him, but thou canft not, with what faith 

He leaves his Gods, his friends, and native foil 

Ur of Chaldsea, pa(nng now the ford i|« 

To Haran, after him a cumbi*ous train 

Of herds and flocks, and numerous fenritudei 

Not wandering poor, but trufting all his wealth 

With God, who call'd him, in i li^id uaknowft« , 

Canaan he now attains; I iee hit tcut^ 

PitchM about Sechem, and the nc«^.hl/imgpii 

Of Moreh } there by promife he recctvei 

Gift to his progeny of all that latiii^ 

From Hamath northward to the \\vkn hxn 

(Things by their names I call, tf.oiM^h ; 

From Hermon caft to the great wcUuiv^ 
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Mount Hermon, yonder fea^ each place behold 

In profpef^, :a8 I point them $ on the fliort 

Mount Carmel j here the double-founted ftream 

Jordan, true limit eaftward ; but his Tons 145 

Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 

Thii ponder, that all nations of the earth 

Shall in his feed be blefs'd; by that feed 

Is meant' thy great deliverer, yrho fhall bniife 

The Serpent^s head 5 whereof to thee anon 150 

Plainlier fhall be rcvealM. This patriarch bleft. 

Whom faithful Abraham due time /hall call, 

A fon, and of his fon a grand-child leaves. 

Like him in faith, in wifdom, and renown ; 

The grand-child with twelve fons increased departs 

From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 

Egypt, divided by the riVer Nile j 

See where it flows, difgorging at fev'n mouths 

Into the fea : to fojoum in that land 

He comes invited by a younger fon 160 

In time of dearth, a fon whofe worthy deeds 

Kaife him to be the fecond in that realm 

Of Pharaoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 

Growing into a nation, and now grown 

Sufpefted to a fequent king, who feeks 165 

To ftdp their overgrowth, as inmate guefts 

Too numerous | whence of guefts he makes them (laves 

Iiihofpitably% and kills their infant males : 

Till by two brethren (thofe two brethren call 

Mofes and Aaron) fent from God to clame 170 

His people from inthralment, they return 

With 
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With glory' and fpoil back to their promitM land. 

But firft the lawlefs tyrant* who denies 

To know their God, or meflage to rci^nrd, 

Muft be compelled by figns and judgments direj 175 

To blood unfticd the rivers rauR be iurn*d) 

Frogs, lice, and flies, muft all his palace All 

With loath'd intruHon, and Hll all the land} 

His cattel muft of rot and murren die 5 

Botches and blains muft all his flefh imbofst ito 

And all his people j thunder mixM with hail. 

Hail mixM with fire, mnlt ixnd th* Egyptian (ky, 

^nd wheel on th' earth, devouring where it rollt ; 

What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain» 

A darkfome cloud of locufts fwamiing down iSj 

Muft eat, and on the ground leave nothing green} 

Darkncfs muft overfliadow all his bounds. 

Palpable darknefs, and blot out three days; 

Laft with one midnight ftroke all the firft-bom 

Of Egypt muft lie dead. Thus with ten woundt 19# 

The river-dragon tamM at length fubmits 

To let his fojourners depart, and oft 

Humbles his ftubbom heart, but ftill as ice 

Mort* hardened after thaw, till in his xage 

Purluing whom he late difmifs'd, the fea t)$ 

Swallows him with his hoft, but cIueu kit pals 

As on dry land between two cryH^il v<iMim ™"' 

Aw'd by the rod of Mofes fo to iXnui 

Divided, till his rcfcu'd gain thcii \\anx 

5uch wondrous pow*r God to his liim* 

Though prefent in his Angel, ^hi^ '^ 
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Before them in a cloud, and piirar of fire, 

By day ^ cloud, by night a ptirar of iire. 

To guide tbem in their journey, and remore 

Behind them, while th* obdurate king purfuet t tes 

All night he will purfue, but hit approach 

Darknefi defends between till morning watch} 

Then throt%gh the fiery pillar and the cloud 

God looking forth will trouble all hie hoft. 

And craze their chariot wheels t when by command up 

Mofes once more hi« potent rod extends 

Over the fea { the fea his rod obeys ) 

On their imbatteFd ranks the waves return, 

And overwhelm their war t the race eltSk 

Mt towards Canaan from the ihore advance 91$ 

Through the ^Id defert, not the readieft way^ 

Left entring on the Canaanite alarm*d 

War terrify them inexpett, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt, choofing rather 

]ifgk>riott« life with fervitude) for life sto 

To noble and ignoble is more fweet 

Untrained in arms, where raihnefs leads not on. 

This alfo (hall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wildemefs, there they /hall found 

Their government, and their great fenate choofe 11$ 

Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordain*d f 

God from the mount of Sinai, whofe gray top 

Shall tremble, he defcending, will himfelf 

In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets found. 

Ordain them laws j part fuch as appertain a}o 

To civil juftice, part religious rites 

Of 
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Of facri^ce, informing them, by types 

And (ha^owty of that dtftinM $ct<| to bruif* 

The Serpent, by whit means he ihall nchiere 

Mtnkind's deliverance. But the voiee of God 135 

To mortal ear is dreadful \ they beieech 

That Mofes might report to them his will, 

And terror ctttk ^ he grants what they befovght 

Inftru6M that to God is no acceft 

Without mediasor, whofe high oftce now 14* 

Mofes in frguiv bears, to introduce 

One greater, of whofe day he (hall fbretel, 

And all the prophets in their age the times 

Of great Mefli^ah (hall fing. Thus laws and rites 

KAnblifti'd, Ixich delight hath God in men t45 

Obedient to hit will, that he vouchihfes 

Among them to fet up his tabernacle. 

The holy One with mortal men to dWell t 

By his prefcript a fiui^kuary is fram'd 

Of cedar, overlaid with gold, therein «5# 

An ark, and in the ark his teftimony, 

The records of his covenant, over theft 

A mercy- feat of gold betv^reen the wings 

Of two bright Cherubim $ before htm bun 

Sev^n lamps at in a todiac reprelentiag 

The heav'nly fires { over the tent a dmi 1 

Shall reft by day, a fiery gleam by night. 

Save when they journey, and at lengtb thry <emf^ 

Condu^^ed by his Angel to the laad 

Fnomis*d to Abraham and his lead 1 f Ibt i 

Were long to ctli, bow 1 
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How many kings dcftroyM, and kingdoms won. 
Or how the fun fliall in mid Heav'n ftand ftill 
A day entire, and night's due courfe adjourn, 
Man's voice commanding. Sun in Gibeon ftand, 165 
And thou moon in the vale of Aialon, 
Till Ifrael overcome $ fo call the third 
From Abraham, fon of Ifaac, and from him 
His whole defcent, who thus ihall Canaan win« 

Here Adam interposed. O fent from Heaven, ty 
Inlightner of my darknefs, gracious things 
Thou haft reveard, thofe chiefly which concern 
Juft Abraham and his feed : now firft I find 
Mine eyes true opening, and my heart much eas^d, 
£rpwhile perplex'd with thoughts what would become 
Of me and all mankind; but now I fee 
His day, in whom all nations ftiall be bleft. 
Favor unmerited by me, who fought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
7kis yet I apprehend not, why to thofe sSo 

Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth 
80 many and fo various laws are given : 
So many laws argue fo many fins 
Among them ; how can God with fuch refide ? 

To whom thus Micliael. Doubt not but that fin aSf 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot $ 
And therefore was taw giv'n them to evince 
Their natural pra^vity, by ftirring up 
Sin againft law to fight : that when they fee 
Law can difcover fin, but not remove, * 490 

Save by thofe fliadowy expiations weak. 

The 
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The blood of bvUt and gottt, Aty imy coiichide 
Some blood more preciout tank be piid for man, 
Juft for unjuft» that in Iweh rSghttoinAieA 
To them by faith imfattd, they may find a^s 

Juftification towaida God, and peace 
Of confcienoe, which the law by ceremoniea 
Cannot appeafe, nor man the moral part 
Perform, and not performing cannot live. 
So law appeara imperfed» and but gtvcn )o« 

' With purpofe to refign them in full time 
Up to a better corenant, difcipliaM 
Fram fliadowy types to truth, firom fieih to fpirit. 
From JMpc^tion of ibnSt laws to free 
Acceptance of large grace, from fewile fear 305 

To Biial^ works cf law to works of faith* 
And therefoi-e, fliall not Mofes, though of Ood 
Highly beloe'd) being but the minifter 
Of law, his people into Canaan lead j 
But Joihua whom the Gentiles JeiUs call, }ao 

His name and •SUt bearing, who kail ^ueli 
The adverfary Seipcat, aad bring back 
Through the world's wilderneia long wander'd man 
Safe to eternal Paradiie of reft. 
Mean, while ihey ia their earthly Canaan plae'd ft^ 
Long time ihall dwell and yro^er, but whan fina 
National interrupt their public peace, 
Pix>v^king God to raife them enemies t 
From whom as oft he faves them penitent 
By judges Hrft, then under kings i of whom 3a» 

The fecond, both for piety renown'd 
Vol. II. K And 
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And puiflknt deeds, a promife (ball receive 

Irrevocable, that his regal throne 

For ever ihall indure; tiic like ihall fing 

All prophecy I that of the royal ftock 3x5 

Of David (fo I name this king) fliall rife 

A fon, the woman* s feed to thee foretold. 

Foretold to Abraham, as in whom ihall truft 

All nations^ and to kings foretold, of kingt 

The laft, for of his reign (hall be no end. 330 

But firft a long fucceflion muft enfue. 

And his next fon, for wealth and wiidom famM> 

The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 

WandVing, fhall in a glorious temple* influine. 

Such follow him as ihall be regifter*d • 335 

Part good, part bad, of bad the longer fcroll, 

Whofe foul idolatries, and other faults 

HcapM to the popular fum, will fo incenfe 

God, as to leave them, and expofe their land. 

Their city*, his temple, and his holy ark 340 

With all his facred things, a fcom and prey 

To that proud city, whofe high walls thou faw*ft 

LefV in confufion, Babylon thence caird. 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 

The fpace of fev*nty years, then brings them back» 

Remembring mercy, and his covenant fworn 

To David, itablifliM as the days of Heaven. 

RetumM from Babylon by leave of kings 

Their lords, whom God difposM, the houfe of God 

They firit re-edify, aftd for a while ^^o 

In mean eftate live moderate, till grown 

In 



JookTtIL PARADISB LOST. 131 

In weafth and iiiultitud€» fa£Ho\is they grow ) 
But firft among; the priefts diflenfion fprings. 
Men who attend the ainur, and (hould molt 
rnHcavor peace : their ftrife pollution brings 355 

Upon the temple' itlblf : at laft they feife 
The Icepter, and regard not David^s fons^ 
Tixcn lofe it to a ftranger, that the true 
Anointed king Mefliah might be bom . 
fianr'd of his right ; yet at his birth a ftar 360 

Unleen before in Heav^'n proclamcs him come^ 
And g^iides the eaftem fag^s, who inquire 
His plmce» to offer incenfe, myrrh, and gold ; 
Flis place of birth a folemn Angel tells 
To (irople fhepherds, keeping watch by night) 365 
rhey gladfy thitlier hafte» and by a quire 
)f fquadronM Angels hear his carol fung. 
V virgin is his mother, but his (ire 
The pow'r of the mod High ; he fhall afcend 
^hc throne hereditary, and bound his reign 370 

V^ith earth*s wide bounds, his glory with the Heavens. 
He ceas*d, difceming Adam with fuch joy 
ur^harg'd) as had like grief been dew'd in tears, 
/'ithout the vent of words, which thefe he breathM. 
O prophet of glad tidings, finiflier 375 

f utmoft hope I now clear I underftand 
^hat oft my fteddieft thoughts have fearchM in vain s 
''hy our great expecUtion (hould be calPd 
he feed of Woman i Virgin Mother, hail, 
gh in the love of Heav'n, yet from ray loin?i 380 
tiou (halt proceed, and from thy womb t) 
K % 
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Of God moil High ; Co Oo4' with M?^ unites. 
Needs mud the Sei-pent now his capital bruife 
£xpe£l with mortal pain : fay where and when 
Their ^ght, what flroke ihali bruife the vi6lor*s heel. 

. To whom tl)us Michael. Dream not of their fight, 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel t not therefore joins the $on 
Manhood to God-head, with ippre ftrength to foil 
Thy enemy ; nor fo is overcon^e 390 

Satan, whofe fall from Heav'n, a deadlier bniire» 
Difabled not to give thee thy death^s wound 1 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, (hall recure. 
Not by deftroying Satan, but his works 
In thee and in thy feed t nor can this (>«, 395 

But by fulfilling that which thou didSt waiit» 
Obedience to the law of God, imposed 
On penalty of death, and fnftering deaths 
The penalty to thy tranfgreflion due, 
And due to theirs which opf of thim will grow ; 400 
So only can high juftice reft apfpaid. 
The law of Qod exaa he (h^U fulfil 
Both by obedience and by l9ve, though love 
Alone {ul6\ the law ; thy punishment 
He (hall indure by fomipg in the fleili 405 

To a reproachful life and curfed death* 
Proclaming life to all who (hall, Ipeliev^ 
In his redemption^ s^id tha^ his obedience 
Imputed bepomes theirs Ipy faiths his merits 
To fave tl?ero> np^ their own, though legal works. 
For thi^ he ^l live hated} be blafj^heox'di 

Scis'i 
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Seis*d on by force, judscM, tnd to dttth condemnM 

A ihameful and sceurt'd, nail'd to the croft 

By his own nation, flain for bringing life } 

But to the croft he naiis thy enemiet, 415 

The law that 2$ againft thee, and the fins 

Of all mankind, with him there crucify *d. 

Never to hurt them more who rightly troft 

In this kit fatiafalliofi $ fo he dies. 

But foon revives $ death over htm no power 410 

Shall long ufurp \ ere the third dawning light 

Return, the ftart of mom ihall fee him rift 

Out of his grave, freffi la the dawning light. 

Thy ranfbm paid, which man from death redeems, 

Hia death for man, as many as offtrM life 415 

Negle^^ not, and the benefit embrace 

By faith not void of works : this Ood-Hke a6t 

Annuls thy doom, the death (!hou fhouldft have dy'd, 

In fin for ever loft from life j this a£t 

Shall bruife the bead of Satan, crulh hit ftrengthi 430 

Defeating fill and death, his two main arms. 

And hx far deeper in his head their ftings 

Than temporal death fliall bruife the vi£lor*s heel. 

Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like deep, 

A gentle wafting to immortal lift* 435 

Nor after i«furre£iion (hall he ftay 

Longer on earth than certain times to^ appear 

To his difciples, men who irt his life 

Still fbllowM him ; to them (hall \tttft in charge 

Xo teach all nations what of hhn they leam*d 440 

And his falvation, them who (hall believe 

K 3 Baptising 
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Baptizing in the proihient ftream, the fign 

Of wafhing them from guilt of fm to life 

Pure, and in mind prepared, if fo befall, 

For death, like that which the Redeemer dyM. 445 

Ail nations they fliall teach ; for from that day 

Not only to the fons of Abraham^! loins 

Salvation ihall be preachM, but to the fons 

Of Abl-aham's faith whererer through the world; 

So in his feed all nations fliall be bleft. 450 

Then to the Heav'n of Heav'ns he fliall afcend 

With vi£lory, triumphing through the air 

Over his foes and thine $ there fliall furprife 

The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 

Through all his realm, and there confounded leave | 

Then enter into glory, and refume 

His feat at God's right band, exalted high 

Above all names in Heaven $ and thence ihall come, 

y^en this world's difTolution fliall be ripe. 

With glory* and pow'r to judge both quick and dead, 

To judge th* unfaithful dead, but to reward 

His faithful, and receive them into blifs. 

Whether in Heav'n or Earth, for then the Earth 

Shall all be Paradife, fur happier place 

Than this of Eden, and far happier days. 465 

So fpake th* Arch- Angel Michael, then pausM, 
As at the world's great period ; and our fire 
Replete with joy and wonder thus reply'd. 

O Goodnefs infinite, Goodnefs immenfe I 
That all this good of evil fliall produce, 470 

And evil turn to good j more wonderful 

Thafl 
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Than that which by creation firft brought forth 

Light out of darknefs ! full of doubt I ftand^ 

Whether I (hould repent me now of fin 

By me done and occafion^d, or rejoice 475 

Much more» that much more good thereof (hall fpring. 

To God more glory, more good -will to men 

From God, and over wrath grace (hall abound. 

But fay, if our Deliverer up to Heaven 

Muft reafcend, what will betide the few 4S0 

His faithful^ left among th* unfaithful herd, 

The enemies of truth ? who then (hall guide 

His people, who defend ? will they not deal 

Worfe with his followers than with him they dealt f 

Be (hre they will, faid th' Angel j but from Heaven 
He to his own a Comforter will fend. 
The promife of the Father, who (hall dwell 
His Spirit within them, and the law of faith 
Working through love, upon their hearts (hall write. 
To guide them in all truth, and alfo arm 490 

With fptritual armour, able to refift 
Satan's a(raults, and quench his fiery darts, 
What man can do againft them, not afraid, 
Though to the death, againft fuch cruelties 
With inward confolations recompcii^\' 
And oft fupported fo as (hall amaxe 
Their proudeft persecutors : for the SpitiT 
PourM firtt on his Apoflles^ whom Kl ilndi 
To evangelize the nations, then on /jl 
Baptized, (hall them with wondrous ^irt i 
To fpeak all tongues, and do all mm 
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At did tkeir Lord before thaou Thus they wia 

Great nuxQiberi of each natioi to receire 

With joy the tidings brought from He»v*ii t at length 

Their miniftry perfom'd, and race well ruii» 505 

Their doArin aad their ftc»y written left. 

They die j but in their room, a« they forewarn. 

Wolves (ball fvceeed for teachcrf , grievow wolves. 

Who all the facred myfteriea of Ueavoi 

To their own vile advantages (hall tura $m 

Of lucre and ambition, aad the truth ^ 

With fuperftitions and traditions taint. 

Left only in thofe written records pure, 

Though not but by the Spirit underftoed. 

Then ftiall they ieek to* avail themfelves of aamei, 515 

Places, and titles, and with.thefe to ^oia 

Secular powV^ though feigning ftill to a£l 

By fpiritual, to themfelves appropriating 

The Spi^rit of God, promised alike and giyttt 

To all believers; and from that pretence, ji# 

Spiritual laws by carnal powV fhail force 

On every consciences laws which none (hall find 

Left them inroUM, or what tiie Spi*rit within 

Shall on the heart ingrave. What will they thca 

But force the Spi'rit of grace itfalf, and bind 515 

His confort liberty ? what, >but unbuild 

His living temples, built .by faith to (land. 

Their own faith, not another's ? for on earth 

Who againft faith and confcience can be heard 

Infailible f yet many will prefurae t 530 

Whence heavy perffcution fluU ariil? 

On 
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On all who ui tke wodbip pcritmt 

Of fpi'rit and truth ^ the reft, far greater party 

Will deem in outward rites and fpechius formi 

Religion fatisficd I trath ihall retire 535 

Beftuck with fland'noae darts^ and woriet of faith 

Rafdf be fimiid t io (hall the world go on. 

To good maiignant, to bad men ben^. 

Under her own wdght groaAing» till the day 

Appear of refpiration to the )uft» 544 

And vengeance to the wickedy at retmm 

Of him fo lately promit M to thy aid 

The Woman^s Seed, obfcurely then foretold, 

Now'amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 

LafI in Ae eCorods from lieav*n to be reveal'd 54.5 

In glory of the Father, to diilblve 

Satan with his perverted world, then raife 

From the conil^gr&nt mafs, pur^'d and rei{n*d. 

New Heav'ns, new Earth, ages of endlcfs date 

Fbtmded in righteoufnefs and peace and love, 55^ 

To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bills* 

He aided; and thus Adam laft replyM. 
How foon hath thy piedi^ion. Seer blefl', 
Meafar*d this traniient world, the race of time, 
Tm time ftattd fixM f beyond i« all abyfs, 555 

Eternity, whofe end no eye can reach. 
Greatly inftni£led I (hall hence depart. 
Greatly in p^ce of thought, and have my filt 
Of knowledge, what this veflel ean contain } 
B«yond which was my folly to alpire. 560 

Henceforth I leani, that to obey ia beft» 

And 
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; And love with fear the only God, to walk 
As in hj| prefence, ever to obferve 
His providence^ and on him fole depend. 
Merciful over all his works, with good 565 

Still overcoming evil, and by fmall 
Accompliihing great things, by things deemed weak 
Subverting worldly ftrong, and worldly wife 

^By (imply meek; that fuffering for truth's fake 
Is fortitude to higheft yidlory, 570 

And to the faithful death the gate of life; 

; Taught this by his example whom I now 

) Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleft. 

To whom thus alfo th* Angel laft reply'd. 
This having leamM, thou haft attained the fum 575 
Of wifdom *f hope no high'er, though all the ftars 
Thou knew'ft by name, and all th* ethereal pow'rs> 
All fecrets of the deep, all Nature's works. 
Or works of God in Heav'n, air, earth, or fea. 
And all the riches of this world enjoy'dft, 580 

I And all the rule, one empire ; only add 
Deeds to thy ^knowledge anfwerable, add faith^ 
Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love. 
By name to come caird charity, the foul 
Of all the seft : then wilt thou not be loath 5S5 

To leave this Par^dife, but fhalt polTefs 
A Paradife within thee, happier far. 
Let us defcend now therefore from this top 
Of fpecuUtion ; for the hour precife 
£xa£ls our partinjg hence; and fee the guards^ 590 
By me incampM on yonder hill, expe^ 

Their 



Their modot, it wlMiic bvm a §amm^ Urmid^ 

In fignal of remove, maa» Ikroca* fwc^^ 

We mtj no Umgv ktj -. gi^ wsmi I.«k ^ 

Her alT; I with j^eotit dreanto l^^% gaut c 595 

Portending; goud« an<! ^- ac i^ '^t^ vowfOfi t 

To meek fubrntfiioi: : thtiv a: lc«u.^ fit 

Let her with dbet yvxakx wiiae titou oafi hcard^ 

Chieflf what may cofkc«m kkcr faiti: iv ^ 

The great delivcraiict br bier ^ced to < 

(For by the Woman's ixxti) «• aJ wunff n^: 

That ye may lii-e, which wiii b« masy <iayv 

Koth in one faith unax^imous, tbougn iitd 

With caufc for evilc ^Jk^ yet much more chcar*d 

With mediution 00 iKt happy end. ^05 

He ended, and they both descend the hill) 
Befcendedy Adam to the bow*r whrr^ Ere 
Lay fleeping ran before, but found her wak*d \ 
And thus with words not fad ihe him receivM. 

Whence thou return 'it, and whither went'ft, I knowf 
For God it alfo* in deep, and dreams advife. 
Which he hath fent propitious, fome great good 
Prefagingy fince with forrow' and hcart*s diibxfs 
Wearied I fell adeep : but now lead on. 
In mc is no delay ) with thee to go, 
Is to ftay here \ without thee here to ftay. 
Is to go hence unwilling j thou to me 
Art all things undei* Heav'n, all places thoii» 
Who for my wilful crime art banifh'd hence^ 
This further confolation yet fecure 
I cai'ry hence j though all by me is loft, 
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Such far6r I uftworthy am vouchfa/'d, 
By me the ptottiWd S^eed fhall all tt^brt. 

So fpake mii' mother £ve, ahd Adam heard 
Well pleased, but anf^^efM not ; for now too nigh 625 
Th' Arch-Aflgel ftood, and from the other hill 
To their fix'd Aation, all in bright array 
The ClWWbim defcended 5 on the ground 
Gliding nlleteorbus, ad evening mift 
Kis'n from a rivCr o'er the marilh glides, 630 

And gathers gronftd /aft at the labVer's heel 
Homeward returning. High ill front advanced 
The brandi/h'd fword of God bcforfc them blaiM 
Fierce as a comet; which with torrid heat, 
And vapor as the Libyan air aduft, 6)5 

Began to fkarch that temperate clime 5 vi^efeat 
In either haiYd the haft'ning Angel caught 
Our ling'ring parents, and to the eaftern gate 
Led them direct, and down the cliiF as faft 
To tfte fubje^ed plain ; then difappearM. ^40 

They looking back, all th* eaftern fide beheld 
Of Partldife, fo late their happy feat, 
Wav'd ofcr by that flaming brand, the gate 
With dreadful fa<^es throttgf d and fiery arms ; 
Some natural tears th^ dropt, but wip*d them foon ; 
The world was all before them, where to choofe 
Their place of reft, alfid Providence their guide 1 
They hand in hand, with wandering fteps and dow. 
Through Eden took their folitary way. 
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IWho ere while the happy garden Aing, 
By one man*8 difobedience loft, now fing 
Recovered Paradife to all mankind. 
By one man's firm obedience fully tryM 
Through all temptation, ind the tempter foil*d $ 

In all his wiles, defeated and repulsM, 
And Eden rais'd in the wafte wildemefs. 

Thou Spi'rit who ledfl this glorious eremite 
Into the dcfert, his vi6lorious field, 
Againft the fpiritual foe, and broughfft him thence lO 
By proof th' undoubted Son of God, infpire. 
As thou art wont, my prompted fong eUe mute. 
And bear through highth or depth of nat\ire*f I 
With profp'rous ^-In^ fuJl fiimm 
Above heroic, iLough m f^tf^^^^^^ l{ 

And unrecorded l^U ikroughl 
Worthy t* have not remain^ 

Now had the gre.it ProcU 
More awful than the j 
Repentance, ajid Hc%¥ 
To all baptisM ; fu hi^^ 
With awe the rt'^t^smjl^ 



1 
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From Nazareth the Ton of Jofeph deemed 
To the flood Jordan, came at then obfctire, 
UnmtrkMy unknown $ but him the Bapdft Coon 35 
DcfcryM, divinely wam'd, and witnefs bore 
As to his worthier, and would have re(ign*d 
To hira his heav'nly office, nor wat long 
His witnefs unconfirmM : on him baptised 
Heav'n openM, and in likenefs of a dove 30 

The Spi'rit defcended, while the Father^s voice 
From Hesnr*B pronounced him his beloved Son. 
That heard the Adverfary, who, roving ftill 
About the world, at that aflembly fimi'd 
Would not bt laft, and with the voice divine 35 

' Nigh thunder-ftnick, th' exahed man, to whom 
Such high atteft was giv'n, a while furvey'd 
With wonder, then with envy fi ;iuc^Tu and rage 
Flics to his place, nor refts, but in mul Atr 
To council fummoas all his mighty peters, ^9 

Within thick clouds and dark tcn-foKt involy'd, 
A gloomy con(HtoTy ; and them .imldt^ 
With looks aghaft and fad he thns befpake. 

O ancient Fow'rs of air and ths:; wide woiry^ 
For much more wilKngly I men it on air, 45 

This our old conqueft, than remember Hell, 
Our hated habitytJAn ; well ye know 
How many ages, a« the years of men. 
This vmiverft we have poflef^'d, nnd nttm 
In manner at our will th* affairs or c^x 
Since Adam and his facil confort Eve 
Loft Faradife decetvM by me, tb^ju^ 
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With dit^d attending when tlmt fatal wound 

Shall he \Mt\td by the feed of Eve 

UjK^n my brad : Jong the? decrees of Hcit'ii 55 

Dday, fur longef! time to him is fhorti 

Anil now too Com^ fm* us the cialinL; hotiFK 

Thi!^ dreaded time have tomjUlkM, whcivin^we 

Altiti hide the Ih'okc of that long ihrcaten'd wound. 

At li:3li if fo \vc cun, and hy the head 60 

Broken he not intended all uur power 

To he infrlngMj ovir freedom and our being, 

In this fiur cnipifTe wui\ of eanh and ^ir; 

^o: this ill ncw5! I bring, the womim's feed 

IKuui'd to thifS, lA 1:itc of wonirin born 1 65 

•Hii binh to our jull fe.ir gave no i'mi\\\ caiifc, 

Buthi« growth now ttJ yoitth's fiiU flowV, diipl^ying 

AU virtue, gnice, :ind wilUom to atdrievc 

Things higheft, jr^xntelt, multiplies my fear. 

Bcfatv \\in\ n great piopht't, to prOi,l;\rne 7* 

His comings h lint l\;ubhii:;er, who all 

invites, ami in the eonl'ecratCil 11 renin 

Pretends to wnfh off fin, und fit them fo 

-»ur4 fied to ncceivc hirft fMWf ^^ rather 

To do him honar us tK" ' '(ft«p 

And he hi IT J ft If ^mrm\\ 

Not thence u> 

The tiftimonv 

Thei>ceft>rth tl 

The 

Vo 
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A perfect dove defcendi whatever it nieant« 

And out of Heav'n the fov'ran voice I heard. 

This is my $on belov'd, in him am pleas'd. 85 

His mother then is moital, but his fire 

He who obtains the monarchy of Heaven, 

And what will he not do to' advance his Son ? 

His firft-begot we know, and fore have felt. 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep; ^ 

Who this is we muft learn, for man he feems 

In all his lineaments, though in his face 

The glimpfes of his father's glory ihine. 

Ye fee our danger on the utmofl edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 95 

But mufl with fomething fudden be opposM, 

Not force, but well-couch'd fraud, well-woven fnarei, 

Ere in the head of nations he appear 

Their king, their leader, and fupreme on earth. 

I, when no other durft, fole undertook 100 

The difmal expedition to find out 

And ruin Adam, and th* exploit performed 

Succefsfully j a calmer Voyage now 

Will waft me ; and the way found prorp*nDU8> once 

Induces befl to hope of like fuccefs. 105 

He ended, and his ^yords imprefllon left 
Of much amazement to th* infernal crew, 
Diftra£lcd and furpris'd with deep difmay 
At thefe fad tidings $ but no time was then 
Foir long indulgence to their fears or grief: xic 

Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main enterprise 

To 
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In AAamt'm umLAnwu t ^, anr ■« issr mmtt -sr; 

From Hi<r* iKm —aiirjtx sfrnr -o. rawrt'. :r I.rs&. 

Regents ukt >ir»?anaes;, avc ^.r. :r- -"^ V-.^*. 

Of nujij z 7 .eaLHir .^eaim »x.r -mv^nc? -vtsk:. 

So fo tbe coadt -x }w:ja. ir sr»^ 

His caf J isps fsr^^oss '^^ r-uc-.- wii*K. 2j» 

Where be imgx 'Jt>^iedt imt t>«^ «r:v^«c:a:' £, 

This nua of awa^ x th sAa x ^-jt «*' Iai^:.. 

TempcauioB jbI al pile ot :;ns ts. t^ -; 

So to iubvat vSoK. le iitb'frH'tf ras i 

To end his re%9 «■ sarti h vjtT si:<ir c : t^ 

But contrvT m. » &tr. .-;^ te f: -rl ' i 

The purpos'd canKSe. -pft^^rr^^. t 271.? is i 

Of the moA Bgk, ««» jsi fi^ frsritsixc!: v^pM. 

Of AagcUy ihttf t» G^bn£. 5^.^,-Lr ^^rfy. 

Gabriel, this dxf hf prMf rhcn Ibjc kciisady 139 
Thou and all Aj^eis covrvfaxt cm tank 
"With roan or okss iCnn, bow I beg;a 
To Tcrify that iUcan veft^ late. 
On which I lent tbce to the Virgin pm 
In Galilee, that ihe flMmld bear a fan 135 

Oreat in renowB, and called the Son of God; 
Xhen toldft her donbdng how thefe diings coold be 
To her a yirgin, that on her (honk! come 
The Holy Ghoft, and the pow> of the Higfaeft 
O^er-ihadow her; this man bom and now up-grown^ 
To fliow him worthy of his birth divine 
AMd high pvedi^on, henceforth I expofe 
La 
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To Satan j let him tempt and now aflay 
His utmoft fubtlety, bccaufe he boafts 
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 145 
Of his apoftafy *, he might have learnt 
Lefs overweening, fmce he fail'd in Job, 
Whofe conftant perfcverance overcame 
Whatever his cruel malice could invent. 
He now (hall know I can produce a maji 150 

Of fenule feed, far abler to refift 
All his folicitations, and at length 
All his vaft force, and drive him back to Hell, 
Winning by conqueft what the firft man loft 
!Qy fallacy furpris'd. But Arft I mean 
To cxcrcife him in the wildcmefs, 
There he ftiall firft hy ^'tah thtr roitilment* 
Of his great warfare, vtt I ibnd him forth 
To conquer Sin and D<:;ul^ the two grand foti» 
By humiliation and (krani: Juffcrance : 
His weaknefs ihall oYj come Satanic Itn 
And all the world, and mnf^ of finful i 
That all the Angela und ethereal ?o 
They now, and.men hcicuftcr may i 
Fj-om what confuramatc virtue 1 1 
'f his perfect man, by merit i 
To cam falvation foi r^if- Jbp 
So fpake th* ctcm >\ i iUii^ 
Admiring ftood a (p > , ih- 
Burft forth, and in 1 J.itml 
Circling the throne unA imf 
Sung with the voi€e» aud thi^ 
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Vifloiy md triumph to the $on of God 
Nuw rntriHg liin gre.it ihicl, tsot of Bimt, 
But to v^nqtiilli by wlIUpit] hcUi^ wittri, tjl 

The! Kntlitr know* iKc ikjo j th(;n"t\)ix' iccur« 
Vciitorcii hit filitii viriur, ihongh uutry'd, 
Agtiiiifl whjilc*i'r may teiii]»t, wlutc'«i fnlticei 
AlluiTi or icirify^ or itndtnninc* 
Be t'ini(tnii« nli yc Ifrntat^citi* of He Up itp 

And deviiifh riiachiositioii* come to nought, 

So thc^y hi tlc;iv'n thrir oHc4 vmd vtgib tunM; 
M«rait while the Son of Gotl, who yrt fotnfl dityt 
Lml^M in Bcthuhara \vhcrt3 John hsiniiM, 
Mutiny nm\ inutli revolving in hh hiiriill^ i|| 

How b'Ht rlu' mighty work he might licgin 
Of Savlj>^iT to tttriTtfcind, !ind which way fir ft 
Publiili Ucc now mature, 

One d;i l-iiit'. thr' Spint leading. 

Aim! hi < to convcrrc f ^i 
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Serious to learn and know, and thence to do* 
What might be public good; myfelf I thought 
Born to that end» born to promote all truth, ao5 

All righteous thhfigs t therefore above my years, 
The law of God I read, and found it fweet, 
Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 
• To fuch perfeftion, that ere yet my age 
Had meaiurM twice fix years, at our great feaft sio 
I went into the temple, there to hear 
The teachers of our law, and to propofe 
What might improve my knowledge or their owni 
And was admir'd by all » yet this not all 
To which my fpi*rit afpirM j vi£lorious deeds %ts 
FlamM in my heait, heroic a6ls, one while 
To refcue Ifrael from the Roman yoke. 
Then to fubdue and quell o'er all the earth 
Brute violence and pi'oud tyrannic power. 
Till tnith were freed, and equity reftor*d t %%0 

Yet held it more humane, more heav'nly firft 
By winning words to conquer willing beartt^ 
And make perfuaiion do the work of feari 
At leaft to try, and teach the erring foul 
Vot wilfully mif-doing, but unware %^% 

Mifled ; the ftubborn only to fubdue. 
Thefe growing thoughts my mother foon perceiving 
By words at times caft forth inly rejoicM, 
And faid to me apart, High arc thy thoughts 
O Son, but nouriih them and let them foar S30 

To what highth facred virtue and true worth 
Can raife them, though above example high| 

By 
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By matchlefs deeds exprefs thy matchlefs Sire. 

For know, thou art no Ton of mortal man ; 

Though men efteem thee low of parentage, 235 

Thy father is th' etenial King who rules 

All Heaven and Earth, Angels and Sons of men j 

A meflenger from God foretold thy birth 

Conceived in me a virgin, he foretold 

l^hou fhouldft be great, and fit on David's thi*one, 140 

And of thy kingdom there ihould be no end. 

At thy nativity a glorious quire 

Of Angels in the fields of Bethlehem fting 

To fhepherds watching at their folds by night, 

And told them the MelHah now was born 245 

Where they might fee him, and to thee they came, 

Dire£ied to the manger where thou lay 'ft. 

For in the inn was left no better room : 

A ftar, not feen before, in Heav'n appearing 

Guided the wife men thither from the eaft, 350 

To honor thee with incenfe, myrrh, and gold, 

By whofe bright courfe led on they found the place, 

Affirming it thy ftar new grav'n in Heaven, 

By which they knew the king of Ifrael born, 

Juft Simeon and prophetic Anna, warned 255 

By vifion, found thee in the temple', and fpakc 

Before the altar and the vefted priefl, . 

Like things of thee to all that prefeut itocd. 

This having heaid, ftrait I again revoh'd 

The law and prophets, fearching wh.ii wai 1 

Concerning the MefTiah, to our fcribcs 

Known partly, and foon found of who 
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I am ; thU chieflyi that my way muft lie 

Through many a hard aiTay ev'n to the deathj 

Ere I the promised kingdom can attain, %6g 

Or work redemption for mankind, whofe fins 

Full weight muft be transferred upon my head. 

Yet neither thus di(hearten*d or difmay'd. 

The time prefixM I waited, when behold 

The Baptift (of whofe birth I oft had heard, 17a 

Not knew by fight) now come, who was to come 

Before Mcfilah and his way prepare. 

J as all others to his baptifm came, 

Which I believ'd was from above ; but he 

Strait knew me, and with loudeft voice proclam'd 175 

Me him (for it was (hown him fo from Heaven) 

Me him whofe harbinger he was j and firft 

Refused on me his baptifm to confer, 

As much bis greater, and was hardly won : 

But as I rofe out of the laving ftrcam, aSo 

Heav'n open'd her eternal doors, from whence 

The Spi*rit defcended on me like a dove. 

And laft, the fum of all, my Father's voice, 

Audibly heard from Heav'n, pronounc'd me his. 

Me his beloved Son, in whom alone ^g^ 

He was well pleas'd ; by which I knew the time 

Now full, that I no more ftiould live obfcure. 

But openly begin, as beft becomes 

Th' authority which I derived from Heaven, 

And now by fomc ftrong motion I am led %^m 

Into this wildernefs, to what intent 

I iearn not yet, perhaps I need not know j 

* • For 
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For what concerns my knowledge Ood reveali. 

So fpake our Morning fttr then in hit rife^ 
And looking round on every fide beheld %^$ 

A pathlefs deiert, du(k with horrid fhadei { 
The way he came not having markM, return 
Wai difficult, by human ftept untrod ; 
And he dill on was led, but with fuch thoughts 
Accompanied of things pad and to come 300 

Lodg'd in his brealt, as well might recommend 
Such folitude before choiceft fociety. 
Full forty days he pafsM, whether on hill 
Sometimes, anon in (hady vale, each night 
Under the covert of fomc ancient oak, 505 

Or cedar, to defend him from the dew, 
Or harboured in lone cave, is not rcveaPdj 
Nor tailed human food, nor hunger felt 
Till thofe days ended, hungered then at lad 
Among wild beads t they at his (Ight grew mild, 310 
Nor fleeping him nor waking harmM, his walk 
The fiery ferpent fled, and noxious worm, 
The lion and fierce tiger glarM aloof. 
But now an aged man in rural weeds. 
Following, as iccmM, the qued of foin» i^i y 'wc^ 
Or withered dicks to gather, which mij;tu 
Againd a winter*s day when winds bUjw kf 
To warm him wet returned from field at cw, ^ 
He fuw approach, who fird with curi<>n * 
P^*U8\l him, then with words thus utferd 

Sir, what ill chance hath brought tW^ 
So far fi*om path or road of incD» whg | 




\ 



f54 PARADISE REGAIN D. Bookl. 

In troop or caniTan t for Tingle none ' ' 

Durft ever» who retum*d» and dropt not here 

His carcafsy pinM with hunger and with drouth. 315 

I aik the rather, and the more admirei 

For that to me thou feem^ft the man, whom late 

Our new baptizing Prophet at the ford 

Of Jordan honored fb, and cali'd thee Son 

Of God ; I faw and heard, for we fometiroeB 3^0 

Who dwell this wild, conftratn'd by want, come forth 

To town or village nigh (nigheft is far) 

Where ought we hear, and curious are to hear. 

What happens new j fame alfo finds us out. - 

To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither. 
Will bring me hence $ no other guide I feek. 

By miracle he may, reply' d the Twain, 
What other way I Tee not, for \vt here 
Live on tough roots and ftubs, to third inur'd 
More than the camel, and to drink go far, 340 

Men to much mifery and hardship born ; 
But if thou be the Son of God, command • 
That out of thefe hard ftones be made thee bread. 
So (halt thou Tave thyTelf and us relieve ' 

With food, whereof we wretched Teldom tafte. 345 

He ended, and the Son of God reply M. 
Think'ft thou Tuch force in bread ? is it not written 
(For I difcern thee other than thou Teem^ft) 
Man lives not by bread only, btit each word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fftd 550 

Oor fathers here with Manna ? in the mount 
MoTes was forty days, nor eat nor (frank i 

And 
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And foity days Elijah without food 
WandcrM this btnrn waftcj the fame I no\v» 
\Vhy deft thou then fuggeft to me diftruft, $55 

Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art? 

Whom thus anfwcrM th* Arch- Fiend now undir* 
'Tis true, I am that Spirit unfortimate, [guis'd. 

Who IcaguM with millions more in ra(h revolt 
Kept not my happy ftation, but was driven }6o 

With them from blifs to the bottomlefs deep. 
Vet to that hideous place not fo confined 
By rigor unconniving, hut that oft 
Leaving my dolorous prifon I enjoy 
Large libeity to round this globe of earth, 365 

Or range in th' air, nor from the Hcav*n of Heavens 
Hath he excluded my refort fometimcs. 
I came among the Tons of (»od, when he 
Oave up into my hands Uizean Job 
To prove him, and ilhidrate his high worth | 379 

And when to all his Angels he proponed 
To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud 
That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurring, 
I undertook that office, and the tongues 
Of all his flattering pix>phets glibbM with lies 575 
To his deflruftion, as I had in charge, 
For what he bids I do t though I have loft 
Much lui^re of my native brightnefs, loft 
To be belovM of God, I have not loft 
To love, at leaft contemplate and tdmnn 
What I fee excellent in good, or fair. 
Or virtuous^ I ftiould fo have M all >cui<i 
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What can be then lefs in me than defire 

To fee thee and approach thee, whom I know 

J>eclar'd the Son of God, to hear attent 385 

Thy wifdom, and behold thy Godlike deeds ? 

Men generally think me much a foe 

To all mankind ; why. fliould I ? they to me 

Never did wrong or violence j by them 

J loft not what I loft, rather by them 399 

I gain'd what I have gainM, and with them dwell 

Copartner in thefe regions of the world. 

If not difpofer ; lend them oft my aid. 

Oft my advice by prefages and figns. 

And anfwers, oracles, portents, and dreams^ 395 

Whereby they may direft their future life. 

Envy they fay excites me, thus to gain 

Companions of my mifery and woe. 

At firft it may be ; but long fmce with woe 

l^earer acquainted, now I feel by proof, 400 

That fellowftiip in pain divides not fmart, 

Nor lightens ought each man*s peculiar load. 

Small confolation then, were man adjoined : 

This wounds me moft (what can it lefs ?) that tean^ 

Man fairn ftiall be reftor'd, I never more. j^s 

To whom our Saviour fternly thus reply'd, 
Dcfei-vedly tfeou griev'ft, composed of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end 5 
Who boaft'ft releafe from Hell, and leave to come 
If^Xo the Heav'n of Heav'ns : thou com'ft indeed, 410. 
As a poor miferable captive thrall 
Comes to thp place where he before had fat 
y .i . Among 
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Among the prime in fplcndoir, now 6rpo^ 3, 

Ejcdetl, emptied, gau'd, uopuicd, lhuAc\*, 

A fpeflacle of ruin or of l\ om 4 1 1 

To all the hoft of Hcnv'n : the hf:>T*r p!A:e 

Imparts to thee no h.ipjMncf*, n-> 1' y. 

Rather inflames thy tonncnt, rtprrkr.^'rtij 

Loft blifs, to thee no moie commur^iv- »S}r, 

So never more in Hell thnn whrn m Hci%cn. 4x0 

But thou art fcn-iccablc to Hc.:\*n*« K:n;^. 

Wilt thou impute to* olnrdirncc whtj tfjy f^ir 

Extorts, or picafnrj to *!o ill cxc"c< > 

What but thy malice movM thcc to miriocm 

Of righteous Job, then cm V.y to' nfH .^ him 415 

With all infli«5\ions? but hi<t patience won. 

The other fcrvicrwa^ thy cholVn t.iHc, 

To be a liar in four hundretl mouths ) 

For lying is thy futtcnincc, thy foo:l. 

Yet thou pretcnd'ft to truth ; all or.iclr^ 4^0 

By thee are giv'n, and what confcuM more true 

Among the nations ? that hath been thy craft, 

By mixing fomcwhat true to vent more lies. 

But what have been thy anfwcrt, whit but daik, 

Ambiguous, and with doxiMc fcufc Itliidin^^, 435 

Which they who afk'd hive fcl.lom un«!crlto'*<|p 

And not well undcrftood at y/xnl not known f 

Who ever by confulting at thy ftuine 

l^etumM the wifer, or the more inftruft 

To fly or follow what conccrnd him mod. 

And run not fooner to hi> fatal fnarc f 

for Cod hath ju^ly giv*D the mUon$ up 
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To thy dclufions ; juftly fmce they fell 

Idolatrous : but when hie purpofe i« 

^mong them to declare his providence 445 I 

To thee not known, whence haft thou then thy truth, | 

But from him or his Angels prefident 

In every province ? who thcmfelves difdaining 

T* approach thy temples, give thee in conunand 

What to the fmalleft tittle thou (halt fay 450 

To thy adorers ; thou with trembling fear> 

Or like a fawning paraiite, obey'ft $ 

Then to thyfelf afcrib'ft the truth foretold. 

But this thy glory fhall be foon retrench^ $ 

No more ihalt thou by oracling abufe 455 

The Gentiles^, henceforth oracles are ceasM, 

And thou no itiore with pomp and facrifice 

Shalt be inquired at Delphos or elfewhere. 

At leaft in vain, for they fhall find thee mute* 1 

Qod hath now fent his living oracle 4^0 

Into the world to teach his final will, 

And fends his Spi'rit of truth hencefordi to dwell 

In pious heaits, an inward oracle 

To all truth requifite for men to know. 

So fpake our Saviour ; but the fubtle Fiend, 465 
Though inly flung with anger and difdain, 
DifTembled, and this anfwer fmooth rctumM. 

Sharply thou hail infifled on rebuke, 
And urg'd me hard with doings, which not will 
But mifeiy hath wrefted from me : where 470 

Eafily canfl thou find one miferable, 
And not enforced oft-times to part from truth { 

If 



Book I. PARADISE REGAINED. S59 

If it may ftand him more in ftead to lie. 

Say and unfay, fcign> flatter, or abjure f 

But thou art placM above me» thou art Lord | 475 

From thee I can and muft fubmifs indure 

Check or reproof, and glad to ^fcape fo quit. 

Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk. 

Smooth on the tongue difcoursM, pleating to th' ear, 

And tuneable as fylvan pipe or fong ) 480 

What wonder then if I delight to hear 

Her dilates from thy mouth f mod men admire 

Virtue, who follow not her lore 1 peimit me 

To hear thee when I come (fmce no man comet) 

And talk at leait, though I defpair to* attain. 485 

Thy father, who is holy, wife, and pure, 

Suffers the hypocrite or atheous pried 

To tread his facred courts, and miniiler 

About his altar, handling holy things. 

Praying or vowing, and vouchfaf *d his voice 4$9 

To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 

Infpir'd $ difdain not fuch accefs to me. 

To whom our Saviour with unaltered brow. 
Thy coming hither, though I know th\ icopc» 
I bid not or forbid ; do as thou And' ft 
Permifllon from above) thou cantl not J 

He added not $ and Satan bowing I0 
His gray diflTimulation, difap^K:^i'd 
Into thin air diffusM t for now began 
Night with her fullen wingi ti ik^iibir^ 
The defert; fowls in their cUv 
And now wild beafts came fo th | 
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BOOK II.. 

MEAN while tHe new-baptiiM> who yet remtun'd 
At Jordao with the Baptifti and had feen 
Jiim whom they heard To late expredy caird 
Jefus Meffiah Son of God declared, 
And on that high authority had believMy 5 

And with him talkM, and with him lodi^M, I ngcan 
Andrew and Simon, famous after known. 
With others though in holy writ not nam'd, 
Now milfmg him their joy fo lately found* 
So lately found, and fo abruptly gone, i« 

Began to doubt, and doubted many days, 
A.nd at the days increasM, increasM their doubt t 
Sometimes they thought he might be only ihown» 
^nd for a time caught up to Ood, as once 
Vfo(es was in the mount| and mifling longi s^ 

\jnd the great Thiibite, who on fiery wheels 
^€>de up to Heav'n, yet once again to come. 
Therefore as thofe young prophets then with care 
ought loft Elijah, fo in each place thefe 
Jig;h to Bethabara } in Jericlio a^ 

"h« city* of palms, JSnon, and Salem old* 
^Acbsruii Uki eaeh town or city waird 
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On this fide the broad lake Gcnezaret, 

Or in Perxa $ but returned in vain. 

Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek, «5 

Where winds with reed* and ofiert whifpVing playi 

Plairt fi(hermeny no greater men them call, 

Clofe in a cottage low together got. 

Their uncxpcfted loft and plaint* out breathM, 

Alai, from what high hope to what rclapfc S* 

^nlooVd for are we falPn t our fye» beheld 
Mcffiah certainly now come, fo long 
Exp€6led of our fathers ) we have heard 
His words, his wifdom full of grace and truth { 
Uow, now, for i'ure, deliverance is at hand, 3j 

The kingdom (hall to Ifrael be re(lor*d $ 
Thus we rejoicM, but Toon our joy is turned 
Into perplexity and new amaze t 
For whither is he gone, what accident 
^ath wrapt him from us ? will he now retire ^ 

After appearance, and again prolong 
Our- expectation ? God of lirael. 
Send thy Mefllah forth, the time is come $ 
Behold the kings of tli* earth how they opprefli 
Thy chofen, to what highth their pow*r unjuft 4 
They have exalted, and behind them caft 
All fear of thee $ arife and vindicate 
Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke* 
But let us wait) thus far he hath perform'd^ 
•<iknt his Anointed, and to us reveaPd him, j 

By bis great Prophet, pointed at and (howtk 
In public, and with him we have convertM^ 
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Let us be gbd of 6ks »Rd mil tiiir §bu% 

Lay on his pforidriKT j Kc will nctt faiU 

Nor will withdnw hiia »c»w, nor "will reaJU 5 j 

Mock us with has Urfi Vi^'^V tbeni Iractdi hm boner « 

Soon wc (lull fcr ctxt bopr, wur Voy rrttunu 

Thus thty out of Tt»rr p'.K.nts tytw h«*pr ix^une 
To find whom at thr fcrli thn fc>i;Tii tuiJou^^Bi s 
But to his mother >5stt, v Vjq "ftw f»w €• 

Others rclumM tV»>aa br.p: ..-n, ziro: i*cr {sm^ 
Nor left at Jordan, tjv-. .^i;^ v4 \\.vm »c«r. 
Within her bnraJl thv^us:^. cili-a, be: hrraf :ArDe^i posr. 
Motherly cart? anJ (c.ir% ^c< ^arjj, a»3 rali'J 
Si^mc troubled thou^htt, trh.ch Aie in il^bs tbitt dad* 

O what avails rac now tbii bor.ar k:^!ii 
To have concfivM of God» or ihii fji-u^f 
ILiil highly fivor'd, arao;:^ womtn blctt ! 
While I to ibrrows am no leu advanced* 
And fears as eminent, abore the lot ^ 

Of other women, by the birth I bore. 
In fuch a fcafon bom when fcarce a (bed 
Could be obtainM to (helter him or me 
Fram the bleak air } a ftable was oxur warmth* 
A mangtr his \ yet foon enfbrcM to fly 75 

Thence into Kg)*pt, till the murderous kin^ 
Wcix: dcftvl, who fought his life, and milUn., 
With infant blood the (h^xts of Bethlehem , 
From Ei3:ypt home returned, in Naxareth 
Hnth been our dwelling many years; his U^: 
Private, una«5livt, calm, contemplative. 
Little fufpicious to any king ) but now 
Ml 
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Full grown to man, acknowkdg'dy as I hear. 

By John the Baptift, and in public ihown^ i 

Son ownM from Hcavtii by his Father's voice ) 85 

I looked £ov fotne great change j to honor ? no» 

But trouble, as old Simeon plain foretold^ 

That to the fall and rifing he fliould be 

Of many in lirael, and to a fign 

Spoken againft, that through my very foul f$ 

A fword ftiall pierce j this is my favor'd lot« 

My exaltation to afMi6^ions high ^ 

Affiiaed I may be, it ieems, and bleft i 

I will not argue that, nor will repine. 

But where delays he now ? Tome great intent 95 

Conceals him : when twelve years he fcarce had Teen, 

T loft him, but fo found, as well I faw 

He could not lofe himfclf j but went about 

His Father's bufmefs ) what he meant I musM, 

tBincc underftand ; much more his abfence now leo 

Thus long to fome great purpofe he obfcures* 

But I to wait with patience am inur*d j 

My heart hath been a ftore-houfe long of thinga 

And fay^ings laid up, portending ftrange events. 

Thus Mary pondering oft, and oft to mind 105 
Recalling what remarkably had pafsM 
Since firlt her falutation heard, with thoyxghu 
Meekly composed awaited the fulfilling : 
The while her fon tracing the defert wild. 
Sole but with holieft meditations fed, 110 

Into himfelfdcfcendcd, and at once 
All his great work to came before him fet} 

How 
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How to begin > how to accompli fh beft 

Hit end of being on earthi and miflion high 1 

For Satan with fly preface to return 11 j 

Had left him vacant, and with fpced was gone 

Up to the middle region of thick air, 

Where all his potentates in council lat j 

There without fign of boaft, or iign uf joy. 

Solicitous and blank he thus began, no 

Princes, Heav'n*s ancient Sons, ethereal Thrones, 
Demonian Spirits now, from th*%lcment 
Each of his reign allotted, rightlicr calTd 
Powers of lire, air, water, and earth beneath. 
So may we hold our place and thcfc mild feats la^ 
Without new trouble } fuch an enemy 
Is ri(en to invade us, who no Icfs 
Threatens than our expulfion down to Hell ) 
I, as I undertook, and with the vote 
Confenting in full frequence was inipowerM, 1 30 

Have found him, view'd him, tafted him, but find 
Far other labor to be undergone 
Than when I dealt with Adam fird of Men, 
Though Adam by his wife^s allurement fell, 
However to this man inferior far, 135 

If he be man by mother's fide at leafl. 
With moi-e than humau gifts from Hcav*n adorn'd, 
Perfe£lions abfolute, graces divine. 
And amplitude of mind to greateft deeds. 
Therefore I am returnM, lelt confidence 140 

Of my fuccefs with Eve in Paradife 
Deceive you to pex-ruaTion over-fure 

M4 Of 
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Of like fuccecding here ; I fummon all 

Rather to be in readinefs, with hand 

Or counfel to aflift ; left I, who erft 14^ 

Thought none my equal, now be over-match'd. 

So fpake th^ old Serpent doubting, and from all 
With clamor was afiur'd their utmoft aid 
At his command ; when from amidft them rofe 
Belial, the diffoluteft Spi'rit that fell, 150 

The fenfualleft, and after Afmodai 
The fleftilieft Incubus, and thus advisM. 

Set women in his eye, and in his walk, 
Among daughters of men the faireft found $ 
Many are in each region pafTmg fair 155 

As the noon (ky ; more like to Goddefles 
Than mortal creatures, graceful and difcrect. 
Expert in amorous arts, inchanting tongues 
Pcrfuafive, virgin majefty with mild 
And fweet allayM, yet temble t' approach, 160 

Skiird to retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them tangled in amorous nets* 
Such object hath the pow'r to foft'n and tame 
.Severeft temper, fmooth the rugged*ft brow, 
^nerve, and with voluptuous hope difTolve, 165 

Draw out with credulous defire, and lead 
At will the manlicft, refoluteft breaft. 
As the magnetic hardeft iron draws. 
Women, when nothing clfe, beguil'd the heart 
Of wifeft Solomon, and made him build, x 70 

And made him bow to the Gods of his wives. 

To whom quick anfwer Satan thus returned* 

Belial, 
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Belial, in much uneven fcale thou weigh^ft 

All others by thyfclf j becaufe of old 

Thou thyfclf doatMft on womankind, admiring 175 

Their ihape, their color, and attrafiirc grace. 

None are, thou think* ft, but taken with fuch toys. 

Before the flood thou with thy lufty civw, 

Falfe titled fons of God, loaming the eardi 

Caft wanton eyes on the daughters of men, iSo 

And coupled with them, and begot a race. 

Have we not feen, or by relation heard. 

In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk^ft. 

In wood or grove by moffy fountain fide. 

In valley or green meadow, to way-lay 1S5 

Some beauty i-are, Califto, Cl^ypiene, 

Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, 

Or Amymone, Syrinx, many more 

Too long, then lay'ft thy fcapes on names adorM* 

Apolloi Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, 190 

Satir, or Faun, or Sylvan ? Butthcfe haunts 

Delight not all ; among the fons of men, 

How many have with a fmile made fmall account 

Of beauty and her lures, eafily fcornM 

All her aflaults, on worthier things intent ? 195 

Remember that Pellean conqueror, 

A youth, how all the beauties of the eaft 

He flightly viewM, and (lightly ovei-pafs*d ; ^ 

How he fumamM of Africa difmifsM 

In his prime youth the fair Iberian mant* ■ 

For Solomon, he livM at eafe, and full 

Of honori wealthy high fare, aimM r 
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Higher defign than to enjoy his ftatej 

Thence to the bait of women lay eyposM ; 

^ut he whom we attempt is wifer far 105 

Than Solomony of more exalted mindy 

Made and fet wholly on th^ accomplilhment 

Of greateft things i what woman will you find. 

Though of this age the wonder and the fame, 

pn whom his leifui'e will vouchfafe an eye 2x0 

Of fond defire ? or ftiould ihe confident, 

As fitting queen ador'd on beauty's throne, 

Defcend with all her winning charms begirt 

T' enamour, as the zone of Venus once 

Wrought that effcdl on Jove, fo fables tell ; 1x5 

How would one look from his majeftic brow 

Seated as on the top of virtue's hill, 

Difcount'nance her defpis'd, and put to rout 

All her array; her female pride deje£t. 

Or turn to reverent awe ? for beauty ftands alo 

In th' admiration only of weak minds 

Led captive ; ceafe to** admire, and all her plumes 

Fall flat and /brink into a trivial toy, « 

At eveiy fudden flighting quite abafh'd : 

Therefore with manlier objefts we muft try 115 

His conftancy, with fuch as have more fliow 

Of worth, of honor, glory', and popular praife 5 

Rocks whereon greateft men have oftell wrecked | 

Or that which only feems to fatisfy 

Lawful defires of nature, not beyond ; 230 

And now I know he hungers where no food 

Is to be found, in the wide wildemefs i 

Thf 
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The reft comiM •» «»« I iu&J j«s jiau. 
No* adTinQife» «mI tuii ten^ i» otit nEijc 

Then ibrtkwitli i» Imh oca a caioiiBi jluml 

Of Spiriu likeA t» ImmU' ja fiui* 

To be at luuidv awl k xlh bdcit lonior^ 

If cauTe were i» sa^oki imoms hSz.^ xjom 

Of yariouft pcrfocus cfa^a a» <.iiv» jus ^^att , a#» 

Then to the <Wm tiiu* ^^vn »*» jus 4i ;ir . 

Where ft ill frtkin ftu^ a* dbuoe ;tuf !uui at vm^ 

After forty d*y* t-ki-^i;: xm. .-^axjua j^ 

Now hungring 6r>l, asni ca Juauw^ ..uu 1, ^- 

Where will t!u4 *a4 * taur :.^Hut:< aai .u • . I' \r j. '-> J 
Wandering th«A w^ftiMi^ oajue, atut iuuxou ^k}«& 
Nor tafted, nor IumI af^ec:^ ^ :ku UJk 
To virtue I impute noe, cif c<y>uif ptwt 
Of what t fuftcr h>ut i if n^sxutt e^d fu^ 
Or God fupport nature w.t^vU r^]^ »!• 

Though needing, what pniur i^ ij t:> €Xid .,^ > 
But now I feel I buogery wKJi dc.'.^c^ 
Nature hatb netd of what (be aik.i ^ \c: Gc4 
Can fatitfy tbac need feme otu^ wjk) , 
Though hunger ftill remain x d it rcnu*/i aj^ 

Without Uiit body** waftiogy I coatcnc tnc. 
And from the lling of famin (txr no ha;m. 
Nor mind it» fed with better tliou^iu^ ih t frtrj 
Me hungring nore to do my Father* w^tl. 

It was the hour of nig^t, when tbu« tl. ^^^u 
Communed in filent walk, then laid him djiwa 
Under tbe hofpitjibU covert nigb 
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Of trees thick interwoven 5 there he flept. 

And dreamM, as appetite is won( to dream. 

Of meats and drinks, nature^s refrefhment fweet ; %6$ 

Him thought, he by the brook of Cherith ftood. 

And faw the ravens with their homy beaks . 

Food to Elijah bringing ev''n and morn, [brought: 

Though ravenous, taught t* abftain from what they 

lie faw the prophet alfo how he fled 170 

Into the defert, and how there he flept 

Under a juniper ; then how awak*d 

He found his fupper on the coals prepared. 

And by the Angel was bid rife and eat, 

'And eat the fecond time after rcpofe, ^ye 

The ftrength whereof fufficM him forty days ; 

Sometimes that with Elijah he partook. 

Or as a gueft with Daniel at his pulfe. 

Thus wore out night, and now the herald lark 

*Lcft his ground-neft, high tow'ring to defcry %9o 

The mom^s approach, and greet her with his fong i 
As lightly from his graffy couch up ro(c 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream, 
Fafting he went to ileep, and fafting wakM. 

' Up to a hill anon his fteps he rearM, m9$ 

From whofe high top to ken the profpe£l round. 
If cottage were in view, flieep-cote, or herd j 
But cottage, herd, or iheep-cote, none he faw. 
Only* in a bottom faw a pleafant grove, 

' With chaunt of tuneful birds refounding loud i %f9 
Thither he bent his way, determined there 
To reft at noon, and enterM foon the ihade 

High 
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High rooft, an^l wnlkt beneath/ and alleys browHi ^ 
That open*(l in the niiilit a woody fcenej 
Nature's own work it ilcin\l (nature taught art) 195 
And to a iuperlUtlous eye the haunt 
Of Wood-(i*al« and Wood -Nymphs j he vicwM it 
When fuddcnly a man before him ftood [raundi 

Not rulUc at bclua*, but fcemlier clad, 
^t one in city\ or court, or palace bred, 309 

And with fiiir (pecch thcfe words to him addi^efa'd. 

With granted Ictivc oflicious I return. 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild folitudc fo long lliould bide 
Of all things dellitutc, and well I know, 305 

Not without hunger. Others of fome note, 
As ftvry tells, have trod this wildcrnefsj 
The fu'^ltive bond -woman with her fon 
Out-call Ntbaioth, yet fouml heix i^lief 
^y a providing Angel) all the race 310 

df Ilr.icl here had famifliM, had not God 
RainM from Heaven Manna ) and that Prophet bold 
Native of Thebei wandVing here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat t 
Of thee thcfe forty days none hath regai*d, 315 

Forty and moi-e dcfcrted here indeed. 

To whom thus Jefus. What conclud^il thou hence I 
They all had need, as I thou fecit have none. 

How halt thou hunger thai t Satan reply'd. 
Tell me if food were now before thee fct, jto 

Would*ft thou not cat } Thereafter as I like 
The giver, anfwcrM Jefus* Why ihould that 

Caufc 
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Caixfe thy refufal ? faid the fubtle Fiend. 

Haft thou not right to all ci'eated things ? 

t>we not all creatures by juft right to thee pf 

Duty and fervice, not to ftay till bid, 

But tender all their pow'r? nor mention I 

Meats by the Law unclean, or offer'd firft 

To idols, thofe young Daniel could refiifei 

Nor proffered by an enemy, though who 330 

Would fcruple that, with want opprefsM ? Behold 

Nature a(ham*d, or better to exprefs. 

Troubled that thoti fhould'ft hunger, hath pltrrey'd 

From all the elements her choiceft ftore 

To treat thee as befeems, and as her Lord 335 

With honor, only deign to fit and eat. 

He fpake no dream, for as his words had end, 
Our Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 
In ample fpace under the broadeft ihade 
A table richly fpread, in regal mode, 34A 

With difhes pilM, and meats of nobleft fort 
And favor, beafts of chafe, or fowl of game. 
In paftry built, or from the fpxt, or boilM, 
Gris-amber-fteam*d ; all fifli from fea or fliore^ 
Frefhet, or purling brook, of (hell or fin, 345 

And exquifiteft name, for which was drained 
t'ontus, and Lticrlne bay, and Afric coaft, 
Alas how (imple, to thefb cateis compared, 
Was that crude apple that dlveHed Ere 1 
And at a ftately fide-board by the wine 350 

That fragrant fmell diifusM, in order ftood 
Tall ftripling youths rich clad, of f«irer hue 

ThtB 
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Than Ganymed or Hylas i diftant more 

Under the trees now tripp*d, noVr folemn ftood 

Nymphs of Diana's train, and Naiades 351 

With fruits and flowVs from Amalthea^t horn. 

And ladies of th' Hef)>eride8, that feem'd 

Fairer than feigned of old, or fabled finc^ 

Of faeiy damfcls met in foreft wide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 3^0 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore i 

And alb the while harmonious airs were heard 

Of chiming firings, or charming pipes, and winds . 

Of gentleft gale Arabian odors fann'd 

From their foft wings, and Flora's eailieft finella, 36I 

Such was the fplendor, and the Tempter now 

His invitation earneftly renewM. 

What doubts the Son of God to fit and eat f 
Thefe are not fmits forbidden j no interdiCb 
Defends the touching of thefe viands pure $ 37b 

Their tafte no knowledge works at leaft of evil. 
But life preferves, deftroys life's enemy. 
Hunger, with fweet reftorative delight. 
All thefe are Spi'rits of air, and woods, and Q>ring9, 
Thy gentle minifters, who come to pay 371 

Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord t 
What doubt'ft thou Son of God } fit down and eat* 

To whom thus Jefus temperately replyM. 
Said'ft thou not that to all things I had right f 
And who withholds my pow'r that right to uft } 380 
Shall I receive by gift iJirhat of my own, 
When and ynhsvt likes me bell, I can command ? 

Icaa 
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I can at will, doubt not, as foon as thou. 
Command a table in this wildernefs, 
And call fwift flights of Angels miniftrant 3S5 

ArrayM in glory on my cup to^ attend : 
Why ihouldft thou then obtrude this diligence. 
In vain, where no acceptance it can iind ? 
And with my hunger what haft thou to do ? 
,,Thy pompous delicacies I contemn, 390 

And count thy fpecious gifts no gifts, but guiles. 

To whom thus anfwer'd Satan malecontent. 
That I have alfo powV to give, thou feeft ^ 
If of that pow'r I bring thee voluntary 
iWhat I might have beftow'd on whom I pleasM, 395 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Chofe to impart to thy apparent need, 
Why fhouldft thou not accept it ? but I fee 
What I can do or oftcr is fufpedt j 
^fif thefc things others quickly will difpofe, 400 

Whofc pains have earn'd the far fet fpoil. With that 
Both table and provifion vani(h'd quite 
With found of harpies wings, and talons heard ; 
Only ih' importune Tempter ftill remain'd, 
•And with thefc words his temptation purfu''d. 405 

By hunger, that each other creature tames. 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not mov*d } 
Thy temperance invincible bcfides, 
For no allurement yields to appetite, 
,And all thy heart is fet on high defigns, 410 

High aflions j but wherewith to be achievM ? 
j Oreat a^s require gi'cat means of enterprifej 

Thou 
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Thou art unkAOwn, unfriendedi low of birtb» 

A carpenter thy father known, thyfelf 

Bred up in poverty and ftraitt at home 415 

Loft in a defert here and hunger-bit 1 

Which way or from what hope doft thou afptre 

To gf eatnefs f whence authority dcriv'ft ? 

What followers, what retinue canft thou gain, 

Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 420 

Longer than thou canft feed them on thy coft? 

Money brings honor, friends, conqucft, and realms : \ 

What raised Anti pater the Edomitc, 

And his Ton Herod placM on Judah's throne 

(Thy throne), but gold that got him puiflfant friends? 

Therefore, if at great things thou would'ft arrive, ' 

Get riches firft, get wealth, and treafure heap, 

Not difficult, if thou hearken to me j 

Ktt:hes are mine, fortune is in my hand j 

They whom I favor thrive in wealth amain, 430 

While virtue, valor, wifdom, fit in want. 

To whom thus Jefus patiently reply'd. 
Vet wealth without thefe three is impotent 
Xo gain dominion, or to keep it gain*d. 
Witne/« thbfe ancient cmpii-es of the earth, 435 

In highth 6f all their flowing wealth diflblv*d} 
But men endued with thefe have oft attained 
In lowcft poverty to higheft deeds 5 
Gideon, and Jcphtha, and the fhepherd lad, 
Whofe offspring on the throne of Judah fat 4 

So many ages, and (liall yet regain 
That feat, and reign in Ilrael without end. 
Vol. II. N 
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Among Om Heathtn» (for throyghont the norid 

To me is not unknown wbat luth been done 

Woithy* of memorial) canft tliott not remcsiber 445 

Quintiusi Fabriciui, Curius, Regulus'f 

For I eft«em thofe names of men fo poor 

Who could do mighty things, and could contema 

Riches though oiibrM from the hand of kioga. 

Aud what in me feems wanting^ but that I 4.50 

May alfo in this poverty as Toon 

Accomplidi what they did^ perhaps and naore ? 

Extol not riches then, the toil of fools^ 

The wife man*s cumbrance if not fnare, more ^t 

To (lacken virtue, and abate her edge, 455 

Than prompt her to do ought may merit praiie. 

What if with like aveifion I rejcft 

Riches and realms $ yet not for that a crowns 

Golden in ibow, is but a wreath of thorns. 

Brings dangers, troubles, cai*es, and fleeplefs nighti, 

To him who wears the regal diadem. 

When on his fiioulders each man's burden lies| 

For therein ftands the oiHce of a king. 

His honor, Virtue, merit, and chief pratic. 

That for the public all this weight he bears. 465 

Yet he who reigns within himfelf, and mica 

Paflions, defires, and fears, is more a king ^ 

Which every wife and virtuous man attains s 

And who attains not, ill afpires to rule 

Cities of men, or headfbrong multitudesi,^ 470 

Sub'jeft himfelf to anarchy within^ 

Or lawlefs paifions in him which he fervtt. 
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fiut to guide nations in the way of truth 

By faving do^lrin, and from error lead 

To know, and knowing worfliip God aright, 475 

Is yet more kingly ; this attra6ls the foul, 

Governs the inner man, the nobler part; 

That other o'er the body only reigns. 

And oft by force, which to a generous mind 

So reigning can be no fincere delight. 480 

fiefides to give a kingdom hath been thought 

Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 

Far more magnanimous, than to affume. 

Riches are necdlefs then, both for themfelves. 

And for thy reafon why they fhould be fought, 4S5 

To gain a fcepter, ofleft better mifs'd. 



THE END OP THE SECOND BOOK. 
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So fpake the Son of God» and Satan ftood 
A while as mute confounded what to fayv 
What to repJji confuted and conyinc^d 
Of hi« wfeak aiiguingi and fallacious drift } 
At length toileting all his ferpent wile8> 5 

With foothing word* rene w'd» him thus accoftt. 

I fee tkou l(now*ft what is of ufe to know» 
What beft to fay canft (ay, to do eaaft do| > 

Thy ^&iQBt to thy words accord* thy words 
To thy larga heart give utterance due, thy heart xo 
Contains of good> wife, juft, the perfe6l (hape. 
Should kings and nations from thy mouth confult. 
Thy counfel would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thumraim, thoib omculous gems 
Qn Aaron's breaft) or tongue of feers old 15 

Infallible : or wert thou fought to deeds 
That might require th* array of war, thy (kill 
Of cpndufk would beiuch, that ;ill thr woiid 
Could not fuHain thy prowefa, or luHlUI 
In battel, though agatnft thy few in mrnt* 
Thefe God-like virtues wherefore LioiUhoa i 
Affecting prhratc life* or more obfcurv^ \ 

N 4 
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In ravage wildernefs ? wherefore deprive 
All earth her wonder at thy^s, thyfclf 
The fatee and glory, glory the reward 15 

That fole excites to high attempts, the flame 
Of moft erefled fpi^rits, moft temperM pure 
Etheteal, who all pleaAires elfe defpife, 
All treafures and all gain efteem as droft, 
And dignities and pow'rs all but the higheft? }• 

Thy years are ripe, and o^er-tipe ; the fon 
Of Macedonian .Philip had^'eve thefe 
Won Afia, and the throne of Cyrus held 
At his difpofe } young Scipio had brought down 
, The Carthaginian pride $ young Pompcy queU'4 J5 
The Pontic king, and in trHimph had rode. , 
Yet yeara, and to ripe years judgment mature^ 
Quench not the thlrft of glory, but augment. 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admire«. 
The more he grew in years, the more inflamM 40 
With glory, wept that he had liv'd fo long' 
Inglorious 1 but thou yet art not too late. 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply'd. 
Thou neither doft perftiade me to feek wealth 
Wot empire's fake, nor empire to alfe^ 4$ 

For glory's fake, by all thy- argument. 
For what is glory but the Mace of fame, 
The peoples praife, if ahvayv praife unmix'd ? .-> 
And what the people but a herd confiis'd, 
Ji mifcellaneous xabble) who' extol [praift? 

Things vulgar, and well weighM, fcarce worth the 
They praife, and they admire' they know not what, 
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And know not whom, but at one leads the other | 

And what delight to be by fncb extoU'd, 

To live upon their tongnct and be their talk» 55 

Of whom to be difpraisM were no fmall praiie ? 

His lot who daR« be fingolarly good. 

Th* intelligent among them and the wiie 

Are few, and glory fcarce of few it raited* 

This is true glory and renown, when God, 66 

Looking on tk* earth, with approbation marks 

The juft man, and divulges him through Heaven 

To all his Angels, who with true applaufe 

Recount his praifes i thus he did to Job, 

When, to extend his fame through Heaven and Earthy 

As thou to thy reproach may*ft well remember. 

He aik'd thee. Haft thou fcen my fervant Job? 

Famous he was in Heaven, on Earth left known } 

Where glory is falfe glory, attributed 

To things not glorious, men not worthy' of fame* 70 

They err who count it glorious to fubdoe 

By conqueft far and wide, to over-run 

Large countries, and in field great battles win. 

Great cities by affault : what do thefe worthies. 

But rob and fpoil, burn, (laughter, and inflave 75 

Peaceable nations, neighboring, or remote. 

Made captive, yet deferving freedom more 

Than thofe their conquerors, who leave behind 

Nothing but ruin wherefoe'er they rove. 

And all the floriihing works of peace deftroy, t» 

Then fwell with pride, and muft be titled Gods, 

Great Benefactors of mankind. Deliverers, 

Worfliipt 
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1 Worihipt with templey priefty and iacrifice } 
One it the fon of Jove, of Man the ofker) 
Till conqueror Death difcover them (caret mca* %$ 
Rolling in bnitiOi vtcet» and deformed* 
Violent or fliameful death their, due reward* 
But if there be in glory ought of good. 
It may by meant far different be attained 
Without ambition^ wary orviokace} 90 

By deedt of peaee» by wifdom eminentf 

• By patience^ temperance t I mention ftill 
Him whom thy wrongt with (atntly patience borne 
Made fiunout in a land and timet obfcure^ 
.Who namet not now with honor patient Job i 95 

Poor Socralet (who next more memorable f) 
By what he taught and fuiFer'd for ib doing, 
For truth^t fake fuffering death unjuft, lives now 
Equal in fame to proudeft conquerort. 
Yet if for fame and glory ought be done, loe 

Ought fufferM} if young African for fame 
Hit wafted country freed from Punic rage. 
The deed becomes unpraisM, the man at leaft. 
And lofes, though but verbal, his reward. 
Shall I leek glory then, ae vain men feek, 105 

Oft not deierv*d? I feek not mine, but his 
Who fent me% and thereby witnefs whence I am. 
To whom the Tempter murm'ring thus reply^d. 
Think not fo flight of gbry $ therein leaft 
Refembling thy great Father t he leeks glory» lie 
And for his glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs $ nor content in Hevron 

By 
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By aU his Aagds gloa^^ m wi n 

Glory from mn, hmmwUmmgimAmhad, 

Wife or unwife, B9 ddkwmetg mm CBCHftiMi; 115 

Above aU faccifice, «r InUov^a gpft 

Glory' he reqaiits, nd giarf he mxms 

Promifcuout fron all a i ti ga t. Jar, or Gnekt 

Or barbanras, sor cxcqMM hatli dkcbf'd} 

From ua hia fbet piwonc*4 gioiy^ he csaaa* itm 

To whom o«r Sariour fcrrmdf rtfifd* 
And reaibni fince his wonl all thbgs ftodrntTdp 
Though chiefly not for glory as friae aid. 
But to fhow forth his goodaeft, and impart 
His good commimicahle to every fiml tas 

Freely; of whom what oould he left cspeft 
Than glory' ami beaediaion, that 'u tfaaokst 
The fiightefty cafieft» roMlieft rcco m p enfe 
From tiiem who could retiuB hia oothtog elicy 
And not retomiog that would lihclieft render i {• 
Contempt inftead» dlflionary oblwpiy? 
Hard recompenfey nnfuitAhle return 
For fo much good, fo much beneficence. 
But why ihould man feek glory, who* of hia own 
Hath nothing, and to whom nodung belonga 135 
But condemnation, ignominy', and fliaraet 
Who for fo many benefits receiy'd 
Tum'd recreant to God, ingrate and faUe, 
And fo of all true good himfelf defpoilM, 
Yet, facrllegious, to himfelf would take 140 

That which to God alone of rig^t belongs s 
Yet fo much bounty is in God, fuch grace. 

That 
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That who advance his glory, not their own^ 

Them he himfelf to glory will advance. 
60 fpake the Son of God ; and here again 145 

Satan had not to anfwer, btit ftood ftnick 

With guilt of his own fin, for he hhnfelf 

Infatiable of glory had loft all, 

Yet of another plea bethought him foon. 

Of glory, as thou \vilt, faid he, fo deem, 150 

Worth or not worth the feeking, let it pafs s 

But to a kingdom thou art born, ordain'd 

To fit upon thy father David*s (hrone ; 

By mother^s fide thy father ; though thy right 
•B* now in powerful hands, that will not pait 155 

Eafily from pofleffion won with arms : 

Judaea now and all the promised land, 

ReducM a province under Roman yoke. 

Obeys Tiberius ; nor is always nil'd 

With temperate fway ; oft have they violated 160 

The temple, oft the law with foul affronts^ 

Abominations rather, as did once 

Antiochus : and think'ft thou to regaiix 

Thy right by fitting ftill or thus retiring ? 

80 did not Maccabeus : he indeed 1^5 

Retired unto the defert, but with arms } 

And o*er a mighty king fo oft prevailed. 

That by fbrong hand his family obtained. 

Though pri^fts, the crown, and David*s throne ufuipMi 
. With Modin and her fuburbs once content. 170 

If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 

And duty^i zeal and duty are not ilow i 
I Sot 
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But on occasion's forelock watcl^ful wait. 

They themfelves rather are occaiion beft» 

Zeal of thy father's houfe, duty to free 175 

Thy country from her Heathen fervitudei 

So (halt thou beft fulfil, beft verify 

The prophets old, who fung thy endlefs reign ; 

The happier reign the fooner it begins } 

Reign then i what canft thou better do the while? 180 

To whom our Saviour anfwcr thus returned . 
All things are beft fulfiUM in their due time. 
And time there is for all things. Truth hath faid : 
If of ray reign prophetic Writ hath told. 
That it fhall never end, fo when begin x8j 

The Father in his purpofe hath decreed. 
He in whofe hand all times and feafons roll* 
^Vhat if he hath decreed that I (hall firft 
Be tryM in humble ftate, and things adverfe, 
By tribulations, injuries, infults, 190 

Contempts, and fcorns, and fnares, and violence, 
Suffering, abflaining, quietly expe6ling, 
Without diflruft or doubt, that he may know 
What I can fuifer, how obey } who beft 
Can fuffer, beft can do i beft reign, who firft 29 j 

Well hath obeyM ; jiift trial ere I merit 
My exaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee when I begin 
My everlafting kingdom, why art thou 
Solicitous, what moves thy inquifition ? aoo 

Know'ft thou not that my rifing is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy deftru^tion ? 

To 
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To whom the Tempter My racked repIyM. 
Let thftt come when it comes ; all ho^ it loft 
Of my reception into grace ; what woHe ? 105 

For where no hope is left, is left no fear t 
If there be worfe, the expe£hition more 
Of worfe torments me than the feeling can* 
I would be at the worft } worft is my port. 
My harbour* and my ultimate repofe, aio 

The end I would attun, my final good. 
My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime j whatever for itfclf condemned, 
And will alike be punifti'd, whether thou 
Reign or reign not$ though to that gentle brow 1x5 
Willingly I could fly, and hope thy reign, 
From that placid afp£ft and meek regard. 
Rather than aggravate my evil ftate. 
Would ftand between me and thy Father^s ire 
(Whofe ire I dread more than tiie fire of Hell) ase 
A flielter and a kind of fliading coot 
Interpofition, as a fummer*8 cloud. 
If I then to the worft that can be hafte. 
Why move thy feet (b flow to what is beft, 
Ha|>pieft both to thyfelf and all the world, tif 

That thou who worthieft art fliould'ft be their king? 
Perhaps thou linger'ft in deep thoughts detained 
Of th* enterprife fo hazardous and high ; 
No wonder, for thoi^h in thee be united 
What of perfeftion can in man be found, tje 

Or human nature can receive, confider 
Thy life hath yet been private, moft part fpent 

At 
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At hcydMy icirce wkw^d tke dlioB ttmmt. 

And ^nce a year Jmxhkm, few daft 

Short fojooni ; ind wkat tWacc rod it fWs «Mer^F 

The world tboa haft noc ftcB, arach k£s her {Ury, 
Efxipupcty and nionardiSy and ttcir ranaat ooortSy 
Beft fchool of bcft m i grir a n y qakkcft ni%ht 
In all things diat to grtattft afiioBt lead. 
The wifefty uncxpcricac*d, will be crcr i4# 

Timorous and loath, with aorice modefty, 
(As he who feekiag afies fbviid a h iagd om) 
Irrefolutey nnhardy, naadvcatrotts : 
But I will bring thee where thoo ibon flialt qinC 
ThofTe nidimentSy and fee before thine eyca 145 

The monarchies of th* eardi» their pomp and ftate. 
Sufficient introdnfHon to inform 
Thee» of thyfclf fo apt, in regal arts. 
And regal myfteries, that thou may*ft know 
How beft their oppoiition to withftand. x^ 

With that (fuch pow'r was giv'n him then) he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high. 
It was a mountain at whofe rerdant feet 
A fpacious plain ont-ftretch'd in circuit wide 
Lay pleafant} from his fide two rivers flowM, i^j 
Th* one winding, th* other ftrait, and left between 
Fair champain with lefs rivers intervein*d, 
Then meeting join'd their tribate to the Tea : 
Fertil of com the glebe, of oil and wine ; 
With herds the pafturcs throngM, with flocks the litUi | 
Huge cities and high towr'd, that well might fccm 
The feats of mighticft monarchs, and fo large 
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The profpefk was* that here and there was room 
For barren defert fountalnlefs and dry. 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 265 
Our Saviour, and new tiainof words began. 

Well have we fpeeded, and o'er hill and dale, 
Foreft and field and flood, temples and towers. 
Cut Ihoiter many a league j here thou behold'il 
Aflyria and her empire's ancient bounds, »70 

Araxes and the Cafpian lake, thence on 
As far as Indus eaft, Euphrates weft. 
And oft beyond j to fouth the Perfian bay, 
And inacceflible th* Arabian drouth ; 
Here Nineveh, of length within her wall ^75 

Several days journey, built by Ninus old. 
Of that firft golden monarchy the feat. 
And feat of Salmanaflar, whofe fuccefs 
Jfrael in long captivity ftill mourns ; 
There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues, a 80 

As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judah and all thy father David's houfe 
Led captive, and Jerufalem laid wafte. 
Till Cyrus fet them free j Perfepolis 
JJis city there thou feeft, and Baftra there ; ^85 

Ecbatana her ftiuftiire vaft there (hows. 
And Hecatompylos her hundred gates j 
There Sufa by Choafpes, amber ftream, 
The drink of none but kings j of later fame 
Built by Emathian, or by Parthian hands, ' 290 

l^he great Seleucia, Nifibis, and there 
Artaxata, Teredon, Ctefiphoni 

Turning 
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Turning with cafy eye thou may'ft bchoUl. 

All thefe the Parthian, now Ibme ages paft. 

By great Arfaces led, who founded fiitt 195 

That empii*e, under his dominion holds, 

From the luxurious Lings of Antioch won. 

And juft in time thou comMl to have a vio>y 

Of his great pow'r j for now the Parthian king 

In Ctefiphon hath gathered all his holl jot 

Againtt the Scythian, whole incurfions wild 

Have wafted Sogdiana ; to her aid 

He marches now in haftc } fee, though from far, 

His thoufands, in what martial equipage 

They ilTue forth, ftcel bows and Ihafts their arms, jo| 

<^ equal dread in flight or in purfuit j 

All horfemen, in which Hght they mod excel ) 

See how in warlike muftcr they ap|)ear, 

In rhombs and wedges, and half-moons, and wings. 

He look'd, and faw what numbers numberlefs 310 
The city gates out-pour\l, light-armed troops 
In coats of mail and militai*y pride j 
In mail their horfes clad, yet fleet and ftrong, 
Prauncing their riders boi*Cy the flowV and choice 
Of many provinces from bound to bound ) 315 

From Arachofia, from Candaor eaft. 
And Margiana to the Hyrcanian cliffs 
Of Caucafus, and dark Iberian dales, 
From Atropatia and the neighboring plaint 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the fouth 310 

Of Sufiana, to Balfara*s haven. 

Vol. IL O He 
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He faw them in their forms of battJe rangM. 

How quick they wheeled, and fly'ing behind them (hot 

Sharp fleet of arrowy OiowVs againft the face 

Of their purfucrs, and overcame by flight j 315 

The fleld all iron cafl a gleaming brown ; 

Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn 

Cuirafliers all in ftecl for ftanding fight. 

Chariots or elephants indorsed with towers 

Of archers, nor of laboring pioneers 330 

A multitude with fpades and axes armM 

To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys fill. 

Or where plain was raife hill, or overlay 

With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke ; 

Mules after thefc, camels and dromedai-ies, 335 

And waggons fraught with utenfils of war. 

Such forces met not, nor fo wide a camp, 

When Agrican with all his northern powers 

BefiegM Albracca, as romances tell. 

The city' of Gallaphrone, from whence to win 340 

The faireft of her fex Angelica 

His daughter, fought by many proweft knights. 

Both Paynim, and the peers of Charlemain. 

Such and fo numerous was their chivalry ; 

At fight whereof the Fiend yet more pixfum'd, 345 

And to our Saviour thus his words renewM. 

That thou may'fl know I feek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way fecurc -, 
On no flight grounds thy fafety ; hear, and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither and fliown 350 

Ail 
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All this fair fight i thy kingdom though foratold 

By prophet or by Angel, unleia thou 

Endevor, at thy faiher David did, 

Thou never (halt obtain j prediaion ftill 

In all things, and all men, fuppofet meant, • ,« 

Without meant ut*d, what it prediat revokes. 

But fay thou wert pofleftM of DavidU thi'one 

By free confent of all, none oppofit, 

Samaritan or Jewj how could^U thou hope 

Long to enjoy it quiet and fccure, ,4^ 

Between two fuch inclofing enemies 

Koman and Parthian ? therefore one of thefe 

Thou muft make fure thy own, die Parthian firtt 

By my advice, as nearer, and of late 

Found able by invafion to annoy -5- 

Thy country', and captive lead away her kings 

Antigonus and old Hyrcanus bound, 

Maugre the Roman 1 it (hall be my u(k 

To render thee the Parthian at dii'pofei 

Chooft which thou wilt, by conqueft or by league. 170 

By him thon fbalt regain, without him not. 

That which alone can truly reinftall tliee 

rn David's royal feat, his true fucceflbr. 

Deliverance of thy brethren, thofe ten tribes 

Whofe offspring in hit territory yet frrvc, 37^ 

fn Habor, and among the Medea diipers'd | 

Ten font of Jacob, two of Jofcph loft 

Thus long from Ifrael, ferving at of old 

rhtir fathers in the land of Egypt ftrv'd, 

^ » Thu 
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This oiFer fets before thee to deliver. 380 

Theie if from fervitude thou (hah reftore 

To their inheritance, then» nor till then. 

Thou on the throne of David in full glory. 

From Egypt to Euphratei and beyond 

Shalt reign, and Rome or Caefar not need fear. 3S5 

To whom our Saviour anfwerM thus unmovM. 
Much often tation vain of fle/hly arm, 
And fragil arms, much inftrument of war 
Lcmg in preparing, foon to nothing brought. 
Before mine eyes thou* haft fet j and in my ear 390 
Vented much policy, and pro}e£l8 deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues, 
Plaufible to the w«rld, to me worth nought. 
Means I muft ufe, thou fay'ft, predi6lion elie 
Will impredi^ and fail me of the throne t 395 

My time I told thee (and that time for thee 
Were better fartheft olf } is not yet cohk i 
When that comes, think not thou to find me flack 
Qs my part ought endevoring, or to need 
Thy politic maxims, or that cumberfome 400 

Luggage of war there ftiown me, argument 
Of human weaknefs rather than of ftrength. 
My brethren, as thou cal^ft them, thofe ten tribes 
I muft deliver, if I mean to rergpi 
David's true heir, and his full fcepter fway 405 

To juft extent over all lAuers fons ; 
But whence to thee this zeal, where was it then 
For Ifrael, or for David> or hit throne^ 

IVbea 
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When thou Aood^ft up hit tempter to the pride 
Of numVring Ifittely which coft the Kvet 410 

Of threefcore and ten thoufand Ifraelites 
By three days peftilence } fuch waa thy teal 
To lirael then» the fame that now to me. 
As for thofe captive tnhos> themfelves were they 
Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 415 

From God to worihip calves, the deities 
Of Egypt, Baal next and Aihtaroth, 
And all th^ idolatries of Heathen round, 
Befides their other worfe than heath' niih crimes $ 
Nor in the land of their captivity 4&0 

Humbled themfelves, or penitent befought 
The God of their forefathers i hut fo dyM 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 
Like to themfelves, diftinguifhable fcarce 
From Gentiles, but by circumcifion vain, 415 

And God with idols in their worfliip joined. 
Should I of thefe the liberty regard, 
Who freed as to their ancient patrimony, 
Unhumbled, uni*epentant, unreform'd. 
Headlong would follow' ) and to their Gods perhaps 
Of Bethel and of Dan ? no, let them fcrve 
Their enemies, who ferve idols with God. 
Yet he at length, time to himfelf bed known, 
Remembri^g Abraham, by fome wondrous call 
May bring them back repentant and fmcere, 435 

And at their palling cleare.th* AlTyrian flood. 
While to their native land with joy they hafte, 

O 3 As 
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At the Red Sea and Jordan once he clef^, 
When to the fn-omitM land their fathen pafs'd § 
To hit due time and providence I leave them* 440 

60 fpake Ifraer* tmt king, and to the Fiend 
Made anfwer meet^ that made void all hit wilea* 
80 faitt ft when with truth faUhood contend*. 
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PErplex'd and troubled at his bad fuccefs 
The Tempter ftood, nor had what to replyi 
DifcoverM in his fraud, thrown from hia hope 
So oft, and the pcrfuafive rhetoric 
That fleek*d his tongue, and won fo much on Eve, 5 
So little here, nay loft ; but Eve was Eve, 
This far his over-match, who fclf-deceiv'd 
And raih, before-hand had no better weighed 
The ftrength he was to cope with, or his own 1 
But as a man who had been matchlefs held !• 

In cunning, over- reached where leaft he thought. 
To falvc his credit, and for very fpite. 
Still will be tempting him who foils htm ftil]» 
And never ceafe, though to his ihame the more | 
Or aa a fwarm of flies iu vintage-time, 15 

About the winc-prefs where fwcet muft is pourMi 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming found | 
Or furging waves againft a folid rock, 
Though all to ihivers dafh'd, th* alTault renew. 
Vain batt'ry, and in froth or bubbles end { to 

So Satan, whom repulfe upon repulfe 
Met ever, and to fliameful filence broughti 

Yet 
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Yet gives not o'er though defp^rate of fuccefs. 

And his vain importunity purfues. 

He brought our Saviour to the weftem fide t$ 

Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 

Another plain^ long but in breadth not wide, 

WafliM by the fouthem Tea, and on the north 

To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills, 

That fcreen'd the fruits of th* earth and feats of mci 

From cold Scptcntrion blafts, thence in the midft 

Divided by a river, of whofe bariks 

On each fide an imperial city ftood. 

With tow'rs and temples proudly elevate 

On fev'n fmall hills, with palaces adorn'd, 35 

Porches and theatres, baths, aquedu6ls, 

Statues and trophies, and triumphal arcs. 

Gardens and groves prefented to his eyes. 

Above the highth of mountains intcrposM : 

By what ftrange parallax or optic (kill 40 

Of vifion multiply'd through air, or glafs 

Of telefcope, were curious to inquire : 

And now the Tempter thus his filence broke. 

The city which thou feeft no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome, queen of the earth 45 
So far renownM, and with the fpoils enrichM 
Of nations ^ there the capitol thou feeft 
Above the reft lifting his ftately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 
Impregnable, and there Mount Palatine, 5^ 

Th* imperial palace, compafs huge, and high 
The ftrufture, ikill of noblcft axchiteas, 

With 

/ 



Book IT. PARADISE REGAINED. to) 

With gilded battlements, con()»icuous far. 

Turrets and terraces, and glittering fpires. 

Many a fair edifice befides, more like f{ 

Honfes of God, (fo well I have di())08'd 

My aery microfcope) thou may^ft behold 

Outfide and infide both, pillars and roofs, 

Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artificers 

In cedar, marble, ivory, or gold. 60 

Thence to the gates caft round thine eye, and fee 

What conflux iifiiing forth, or entring in, 

Pnetors, proconfuls to their provinces 

Hafting, or on return, \{\ robes of ftate i 

L2£Vors and rods, the enfigns of their power, 65 

Legions and cohorts, tunns of horfe and wings t 

Or embaifies from regions far remote 

In various habits on the Appian road, 

Or on th* Emilfan, fome fram farthell fouth, 

Syene\ and where the (hadow both way falls, 79 

Meroe Nilotic ile, and more to weft. 

The realm of Bocchus to the Black-moor fca $ 

From th* Afian kings and Parthian among thefc. 

From India and the golden Cherfoncfe, 

And utmoft Indian ile Taprobane, 75 

Duik faces with white filken turbants wreathM ) 

From Gallia, Gades, and the Britifli weft, 

Germans and Scythians, and Sarmatians north 

Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool. 

All nations now to Rome obedience pay, 80 

To Rome's great emperor, whofe wide domain 

In ample territory,' wealth and power, 

Civility 
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CiWHty of mannersy arts and anns. 

And long renown, thou jufUy may^ft prefer 

Before the Parthian ; thefe two thrones except, 85 

The reft are barbarous, and fcarce worth the fight, 

SharM among petty kings too far removM j 

Thefe having ihown thee, I have ihown thee all 

The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 

This emptor hath no fan, and now is old, 90 

Old and lafcivious, and from Rome retired 

To Caprex an iland fmall but ftrong 

On the Campanian Ihore, with purpofe there 

His horrid lufts in private to enjoy. 

Committing to a wicked favorite 95 

All public cares, and yet of him fufpicious. 

Hated of all, and hating ; with what eafe, 

Indued with regal virtues as thou art. 

Appearing, and beginning noble deeds, 

Might'ft thou expel this monfter from his throne 100 

Kow made a ftye, and in his place afconding 

A viftor people free from fcrvile yoke ? 

And with my help thou may^ft j to me the power 

Is giv''n, and by that right I give it thee. 

Aim therefore at no lefs than all the world, 105 

Aim at the high*eft, without the high'eft attained 

Will be for thee no fitting, or not long, 

On David^s throne, be prophecy *d what will. 

To whom the Son of God unmoved reply'd. 
Nor doth this grandeur and majeftic ihow no 

Of luxury, though call'd magnificence, 
More than of arms before, allure mine eye. 

Much 
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Much lefs my mind } though thou Aiould*ft add to tell 

Their fumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous fcafts 

On citron tables or Atlantic Hone, 115 

(For I have alfo heard, perhaps have read) 

Their wines of Setia, Cales, and Faleme, 

Chios, and Crete, and how they quaff in gold, 

Cryftal and myrrhine cups imbofsM with gems 

And duds of pearl, to mc fhouUrft tell who thirft iie 

And hunger ftill 1 then cmbaiTics thou (how'ft 

From nations far and nigh ) what honour that. 

But tedious wade of time to fit and hear 

So many hollow compliments and lies, 

Outlandifh flatteries f then proceed' ft to talk saj 

Of th' emperor, how eafily fubdued, 

How glorioufly j I fhall, thou fay'd, expel 

A brutifh monfter 1 what if I withal 

Expel a Devil who ftrft made him fuch f 

Let his tormenter confcience find him outf |}9 

For him I was \)ot fcnt, nor yet to free 

That people vi£lor once, now vile and bafei 

Dcfervedly made vafTal, who once juft, 

Frugal, and mild, and temp*rate, conquer*d wcll> 

But govern ill the natiotis under yoke, 135 

Peeling their provinces, exhaufted all 

By luft and rapin { firft ambitious grown 

Of triumph, that infulting yanity ) 

Then cruel, by their fports to blood inur'd 

Of fighting beads, and men to beads cxpos*d» 140 

Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier dill^ 

And fi'om the daily fccnc effeminate. 

What 
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What wife and valiant man would feek to free 

Thefe thus degenerate, by themfelvet inflavM, 

Or could of inward ftaves make outward free ? 145 

Know therefore when my feafon comet to fit 

On David's throne, it ihall be like a tree 

Spreading and overihadowing all the earth. 

Or as a ftone that fliall to pieces daih 

AU monarchies befides throughout the worlds 159 

And of my kingdom there ihall be no end : 

Means there ihall be to this, but what the means. 

Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 

To whom the Tempter impudent rcply*d. 
I fee all oiFcrs made by me how flight 155 

Thou valueft, becaufe ofFer'd, and rejeft'ft : 
Nothing will pleafe the difficult and nice. 
Or nothing more than ilill to contradi£l s 
On th* other fide know alfo thou, that I 
Qn what I offer fet as high efteem, x69 

Nor what I part with mean to give for nought | 
All thefe which in a moment thou bchold% 
The kingdoms of the world to thee I give j 
For giv'B to me, I give to whom I plcaic. 
No trifle} yet with this referve,«not clfc, 165 

On this condition, if thou wilt fall down. 
And worihip me as thy fuperior lord, 
Eafily done, and hold them all of me i 
For what can lefs fo great a*gift deferve ? 

Whom thus our Saviour anfwer'd with diPdaln. 170 
I never lik'd thy talk, thy offers lefs. 
Now both abhor, fmce thou hail dar'd to utter 

Th' 
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Th' abominable termiy impious condition { 

But I indwe the timei till which expir*d» 

Thou haft permifTion on me. It it written 175 * 

The firft of all commandments, Thou fhalt worfliip 

The Lord thy God, and only him (halt ferve ) 

And dar'ft thou to the Son of God propound 

To worfliip thee accursed, now more accurs'd 

For this attempt bolder than that on Eve, iZo 

And more blafphemous f which expe6k to rue. 

The kingdoms of the world to thee were given* 

Permitted rather, and by thee ufurp*d ^ 

Other donation none thou canft produce t 

If giv'n, by whom but by the king of kings* 1I5 

God over all fupremc ? if giv'n to thee, 

By thee how fairly is the giver now 

Repaid ? But gi-atitude in thee is loft 

Long (ince. Wert thou fo void of feai* or ihamei 

As otfcr them to me the 8on of God, 19O * 

To me my own, on fuch abhorred pa£l. 

That I fall down and worfliip thee as God ? 

Get thee behind mc ^ plain thou now appear* ft 

That evil one, Satan for ever damn'd* 

To whom the Fiend with fear abafti^d replyM. 195 
Be not fo fore offended, Son of God, 
Though fons of God both Angels are and Men* 
If I to try whether in higher fort 
Than thefe thou bear'ft that title, have proposed 
^Vhat both from Men and Angels I receive, too 

Pctraixhs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 
^.itiont belldcs from all the quartered winds* 

God 
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God of thtft world involcM and world beneath | 
Who then thou art, whofe coming is foretold 
To me (b faul, me it moft concerns. S05 

The trial hath tndamagM thee no w^y, 
Rather more honor left and more e(teem $ 
Me nought advantaged, mining what I alm*d« 
Therefore let pafs, as they are traniitoty, 
The kingdoms of this world { I (liall no more si9 
' Advife thee ) gain them as thou can ft, or not* 
And thou thyfelf feem^ft otherwife inclin*d 
Than to a worldly rrown, addifled more 
To contemplation and profound difpute. 
As hy that early a^lion may be judg*d, 115 

When Hipping from thy mother*s eye thou wenfft 
Alone into the temple ) there waft fuund 
Among the graveft Rabhies difputant 
On points and queftions fitting Mofes* chair, 
Teaching, not taught $ the childhood ftiows the man, 
As morning ftiows the day. He famous then 
By wifdom { as thy empire muft extend, 
$0 let extend thy mind o*er all the world 
Jn knowledge, all things in it comprehend t 
All knowledge is not couched in Mofes* law^ xts 
The Pentateuch, or what the Prophets wrote f 
The Gentiles alfo know, and write, and teach 
To admiration, led by nature*s light ( 
And with the Gentiles much thou muft conver/e. 
Ruling them by perfuafion as thou mean*ft j «>« 

Without their learning how wilt thou with them. 
Or they with thee hold converfation meet I 

How 
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How yf\\t thou reafon with them» how refute 
Their idolifms, trat-iitione, paradoxci } 
Error by his own ai'ins is bcft evinced. a 35 

Look once more eit we leave this fpecular mount 
Wcftwaitl, much nearer by fouthwcft, behold 
Where on the ^gean Ihore a city ftands 
Built Qoblyi pui« the air» and light the foifi 
Athens the eye of Greece* mother of arts 140 

And eloquence, native to famous wit* 
Or hofpitable, in her fweet recefs. 
City' or fuburban, ftudious walks and Aiades { 
See there the olive grove of Academe, 
Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird 145 

Trills her thick -waibled notes the fummer longj 
There flowery hill Hymettus with the found 
Of bees induftrious murmur oft invites 
To ftudious mufmg ^ there IliHus rolls 
Mis whifp^ring ftraam i within the walls then view a 59 
The fchools of ancient fages i his who bred 
Great Alexander to fubdue the world, 
Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next t 
There ihalt thou hear and learn the fccret power 
Of harmony in tones and numbers hit »55 

By voice or hand, and various -raeaAjr'd vcrfcy 
/Eolian charms and Dorian lyric odes, 
A.nd his who gave them breath, but higher fung» 
Blind Melefigenes thence Homer calPd, 
^hofe poem Phoebus challenged for his own. 160 
Thence what the lofty grave ti*agcdians taught 
[n Chorus or liinbici teachers beft 
Vol. U. ? Of 
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Of moral prudence^ with delight receivM 
Jn brief fententiouf precepts, while they ti*eat i6j 
Of fate, and chance, and change in human life; 
High a£Uont» and high paflions heft defcribing t 
Thence to the. famous orators repair, 
Thofe ancient, whofe reiiftlefs eloquence 
Wielded at will that fierce democratie, 
Shook th' arfenal and Fulrain'd over Greece, 170 

To Macedon and Artaxerxes* throne t 
To fage Philofophy next lend thine ear, 
From Heav'n defcended to the low- roof t houfe 
Of Socrates j fee there his tenement, 
Whom well infpir'd the oracle pronouncM 175 

Wifeft of men j from whofe mouth iflued forth 
Mellifluous ftreams, that watered all the fchoolt 
Of Academics old and new, with thofe 
^Sumam'd Peripatetics, andthefc£b 
Epicurean, and the Stoic fevere j aSo 

Thefe here revolve, or, as thou lik*ft, at home. 
Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight j 
Thefe rules will render thee a king complete 
Within thyfclf, much more with empire join*d« 

To whom our Saviour fagely thus replyM. 285 

Think not but that I know thefe things. Or think 
I know them not ; not therefore am I /hort 
Of knowing what I ought 1 he who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of tight. 
No other do^lrin needs, thotigh granted true; t^o 
But thefe are falfe, or little elfe but dreams. 
Conjectures, fanctet, buHt on ilotMng firln. 

TV 
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The firft and wifeft of them all profeft'd 

To know thtt only, that he nothing knewf 

The next to fabling fell and fmooth conceits } 195 

A third fort doubted all thinge, though plain fenfe 1 

Others in virtue placed fslicity. 

But virtue join'd with riches and long life} 

In corporal pleaiure he, and carelefs eale) 

The Stoic laft in philolbphic pride, 300 

By him calPd virtue | and his virtuous man. 

Wife, perfeft in himielf, and all pofleffing. 

Equals to Ood, oft (hames not to prefer, 

As fearing Ood nor man, co nt emning all 

Wealth, pleafuK, pain or torment, death and life, 10$ 

Which when he lifts, he leaves, or boafts he can, 

For all his tedious talk is but vain boaft. 

Or fttbtle ihifts convi&ion to evade. 

Alas, what can they teach, and not miflead, 

Ignorant of themfelves, of God much more, 310 

And how the world began, and how man fell 

Degraded by himfelf, on grace depending ? 

Much of the foul they talk, but all awry, 

And in themfelves ieek virtue, and to themfelves 

All glory arrogate, to God give none, %t$ 

Kather accufe him under ufual names, 

Fortune nnd Fate, as one regardlefs quite 

Of mortal things. Who therefore feeks in thefe 

True wifdom, finds her not, or by delufion 

Farworfe, her falfe refembiance only meets, %%9 

An empty cloud. However many books, 

Wife men have-iatd, are wearifome { who reads 

P % InceiTantly, 
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JncefTantly, «nd to bit reading briiigt not 

A rpirit aad judgment equal or Aipertor> 

(And what he brings, what needi he clfewhero (etk 

Uncertain and unsettled (till remaini» 

Deep vcri'd in booki and (hallow in himfeiry 

Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 

And trifles for choice matters, worth a fpunge $ 

As children gathering pebbles on the (hore. jjo 

Or if I would delight my privmte hours 

With mufic or with poem, where fo foon 

As in our native language can I find 

That folace ? All our law and ftory ftrow'd 

With hymns, our piaims with artful terms infcrib^d^ 

Our Hebrew (bnga and harps' in Babylon* 

That pleased, fo well our victors eac, declare 

That rather Greece from us thefe arts dertv'd j 

111 imitated, while they loudeft iing 

The vices of their Peities, and their own 340 

In fable, Kymn, or fong, &> perfonatin[^ 

Their Gods ridiculous, and themielves paft ihame. 

Remove their fwelling epithets thitk laid 

As vami(h on a harlot's eheolc, the reft, 

Thin fown with ought of profit or delight, 345 

Will far be found unworthy to compare 

With 8ion*s fongs, to all true taftes excelling. 

Where God is prais*d aright, and God-like men,. 

The Hulieft of Holies, and his Saints } 

Such are from God inrpir'd, not fuch from theo, 350 

l/nlefs where moral virtue is expreiV.d 

By light of nature not in all ^uite loft. 

ThcJ- 
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Their ontort thou dicn «rtoll*ll, m thotk 

The top of eloquence, ftatilb indeed* 

And lovers of their countiy, u nuy fecm s %$$ 

But herein to our prophets far beneath. 

As men divinely taught, and better teaching 

The folid rules of civil govcminent 

In their majeliic unaffeAed ftile 

Than all th* oratory of Greece and Rome. |6« 

In them is plaineft taught, and ealieft learnt. 

What makes a nation happy*, and keeps it fo» 

What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities flat} 

Thefe only with our law beft form a king. 

So fpakc the Son of God $ but Satan now 365 

Quite at a lots, for all his darts were fpenc^ 
Thus to our Saviour with ftern bivw replyM. 

Since neither wealth nor honor, anns nor artSt 
Kingdom nor empire pleafcs thee, nor ought 
By me proposed in life contemplative, 370 

Or active, tended on by glory", or fame, 
What doft thou in this world f The wildemefs 
For thee is iitteft place ; I found thee there. 
And thither will return thee { yet remember 
What I foretel thee, foon thou (halt have caufe 375 
To wi(h thou never had ft re)e£bed thus 
Nicely or cautiouHy my offerM aid. 
Which would have fet thee in ihort time with etfe 
On David*s throne, or throne of all the world. 
Now at full age, fulnefs of time, thy feafon, )to 

When prophecies of thee are bcft fulfil I'd. 
Now contrary, if I read ought in Heaven, 

P3 Or 
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Or Heay*n write ought of hJtt, by what the ftart 

VoluminouSy or fingle charaftersy 

Itt their conjiiR6tion met, give me to fpell, 3S5 

Sorrows, and labors, oppofition, hate 

Attends thfce, fcoms, reproaches, injuries. 

Violence and ftripes, and laftly cruel death $ 

A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom. 

Seal or allegoric, I difeem not, 390 

Nor when, eternal Aire, as wi<lkoat end. 

Without ^g^nning; for ao date prefixed 

Pireas me ki the ftarry rubric fet. 

So fay'ing he took (for Hill he knew his power 
Not yet expired) and to the wildemefs 395 

Brought back the Son of God, and left him theane. 
Feigning to difappear. Darknefs now rofe, , 
As day-light funk, and brought in louring night 
Her ihadowy offspring, unfubftantial both, 
Motion mere of light and abftnt day. 400 

Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mind 
After hia aery }aunt, though hurried fore. 
Hungry and cold bet»ok him to his reft. 
Wherever, under fome eoncourfe of fhades, 
W\hofe branching arms thick xntertwinM might ihield 
From dews and damps of night his ihelter^d head. 
But fhelter'd flept in vun, for at his head 
The Tempter watch'd, and foon with ugly dreams 
Difhirb'd his fleep $ and either tropic now 
^Gan thunder, and both ends of Heaven, the clouds 4.10 
From many a horrid rift abortive pourM 
Fierce ran with lightning mix*d| water with fire 

5 In 
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In r\iin reconciPd : nor dcpt the winds 

'Within their ftony carts, but r\ifhM ahroad 

From the four hinges of the world, and fell 415 

On the vex*d wildemefs, who(e talleft pines. 

Though rooted deep as high, and fturdieft oaks 

Bow\i their ftiff necks, loaden with ftormy bhfts. 

Or torn up (heer : ill waft thou ftirouded then, 

O patient Son of God, yet only ftood^ft 41* 

Unihaken s nor yet ftay*d the terror there j 

Infernal ghofts, and hellifh funes, round 

EnvironM thee, fomehowlM, roineyelPd,fonieihnek'd, 

Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou 

Satft unappaird in calm and finlefs peace. 425 

Thus pafsM the night fo foul, till morning fair 

Came forth with pilgrim ftcps in amice gray, 

Who with her radiant fingrr ftilPd the roar 

Of thunder, cha^M the clouds, and laid the winds, 

And grifly fpe^res, which the Fiend had rais'd 430 

To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 

And now the fun with more effetluai beams 

Had chear*d the face of earth, and dryM the wet 

From drooping plant, or dropping tree; the bird^, 

Who oil things now behold more freih and green, 435 

After a night of ftorm fo ruinous, 

Cleared up their choiceft notes in bufh and fpray 

To gratulate the fwect return of mom j 

Nor yet amidft this joy and brighted morn 

Was abfent, after all his mifchief done, 44^' 

The prince of darknefs, glad would alfo fccm jf 

Of this fair change, and to our Saviour cajne» 

P4 Y 
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Yet with no new device, they all were fpent. 

Rather by this his laft afFront refolvM, 

Dcfp^rate of better courfe, to vent liis rage, 445 

And mad defpite to be £0 oft repeird. 

Him walking on a funny hill he found, 

]^ack*d on the north and weft by a thick wood | 

Out of the wood he itarts in wonted ftiape. 

And in a carelefs mood thus to him faid. 450 

Fair morning yet betides thee, Son of God, 
After a difmal night ; I heard the wrack 
As earth and iky would mingle $ but myfelf 
Was diftant ; and thefe flaws, though mortals fear them 
As dangVous to the pillared frame of Heaven^ 455 
Or to the earth^s dark bafis underneath^ 
Are to the main as inconfiderabley 
And harmlefs, rf not wholefome, at a fneeze 
To man's lefs univerfe, and foon are gone { 
Yet as being oft times noxious where they light 460 
On man, bealt, plant, wafteful and turbulent^ 
Like turbulencies in th* affairs of men, 
Over whofe heads they roar, and feem to pointy 
They oft fore-fignify and thi^aten ill t 
This tempeft at this defcrt moft was bent| 465 

Of men at thee, for only thou here dweirft. 
Did I not tell thee, if thou didil reje£^ 
The perfecl feafon ofFcr'd with my aid 
To win thy deftin'd feat^ but wilt prolong 
All to the pufh of fatej purfue thy way 470 

Of gaining David^s throne no man knows when« 
For both the when and how is no where told* 

Thov 
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Thou (halt be what thoa art ordainM^ no doubt) 

For angels have proclam'd it, but concealing 

The time and nieani t each a£l it rightlieft done, 471 

Not >vhen it muft, but when it may be bed. 

If thou obferve not this, be fure to find. 

What I foretold thee, many a hard aflay 

Of dangers, and advcrlUies, and pains, 

Ere thou of Ifrae I's fcepter get fiift hold j 4S0 

Whereof this ominous night that closM thee rounds 

So many terrors, voices, prodigies, 

May warn thee, as a fure fore>going iign. 

So talkM he while the Son of God went on 
And ftay*d not, but in brief him anfwer'd thus. 4(5 

Me worfe than wet thou find*ft not) other harm 
Thofe terrors, which thou fpeak'ft of, did me none ) 
I never fearM they could, though noifmg loud 
And threatning nigh 1 what they can do as fignt 
Betokening, or ill boding, I contemn 49* 

As falfe portents, not fent from God, but thee) 
Who, knowing I (hall reign paft thy preventing, 
Obtnid*ll thy oiferM aid, that I accepting 
At leaft might feem to hold all pow'r of thee. 
Ambitious Spi'rit, and wou)d(% be thou^^ht my Ood^ 
And (h>rm'(% refiis'd, thinking to terrify 
Me to thy will) deri(t, tliou art difcernM 
And toirft in vain, nor me in vain mole((. 

To whom the Fiend now fwoln with rage reply*d. 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-born) 50* 

For Son of God to me is yet in doubt 1 
Of the Mefliah I have heard foretold 

B 
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Bjr all the Prophets ^ of thy birth at length 

Announced by Gabriel with the firft I knew, 

And of th' angelic fong in Bethlehem field, 505. 

O^n thy birth -night, that fung thee Saviour bom. 

From that time ieldom have I ceasM to eye 

Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth, 

Thy manhood laft, though yet in private bred $ 

T^ili at the ford of Jordan, whither all 510 

Flock to the Baptift, I among the reft. 

Though not to be baptic'd, by voice from Heaven 

Heard thee pronouncM the Son of God belovM. 

Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 

And narrower fcrutiny, that I might learn 515 

In what degree or meaning thou art calPd 

The Son of God, which bears no dngle fenfe i 

The Son of God I alfo am, or was, 

And if I was, I am $ relation (lands ; 

All men are Sons of God $ yet thee I thought 510 

In fome rcfpeA far higher (o declared. 

Therefore I watd»*d thy footfteps from th^t hour. 

And foUowM thee ftill on to this wafte wild) 

Where by all beft conjeftures I collet 

Thou art to be my fatal .enemy. ^ 5*5 

Good reafon then, if I before-hand feek 

To underftand my adverfary, who 

And what he is j his wifdom, pow>, intent { 

By pari, or compofition, truce, or league. 

To win him, or win from him what I can* 53^ 

And opportunity I here have had 

To try th€C| fift thee^ and cgnfcA tave found thee 

Proof 
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Proof tgainft all temptadony as a rock 
Of adamant, and at a center, fiim. 
To th* utmpft of mere man both wife and good, 535, 
Not more } for honors, riches, kingdoms, glory. 
Have been before contemnM, and may again 1 
Therefore to know what more thou art than man. 
Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heaven, 
Aaother methovi I muft now begin. ^^ 

So fay^ing he caught him up, and without wing 
Of hippogrif bore through the air fublima 
Over the wildcrnds and o'er the plain i 
Till underneath them fair Jerufalcm, 
The holy city, lifted high her towers, ^^^ 

And higher yet the glorious temple reared 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabafter, topt with golden fpircs i 
There on the higheft pinnacle ht fet 
The Son of God, and added thus in fcom. 559 

There (land, if thou wilt ftand ; to ftand upright. 
Will a(k thee (kill) I to thy Father's houfe 
Have brought thee', and higheft placM, higheft is beft. 
Now (how thy progeny j if not to ftand, 
Ca(^ thyfelf down ; fafely, if Son of God 1 ^55 

For it is written, He will give command 
Concerning thee to his Angels, in their hands 
They (hall up lift thee, left at any time 
Thou chance to da(h thy foot againft a ftone. 

To whom thus Jefus j Alfo it is written, 560 

Tempt not the Lord thy God t he faid, and ftoodi 
But Satan (hutt^ with anuxement fell, 

A» 
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As when earth*8 fon Antxus (to compare 

Small things with greateft) in Irafla ftrove 

With Jove*s Alcides, and oft foilM ftill rofe, 565 

Receiving from his mother earth new ftrength, 

Frefli from his fall, and fiercer grapple joinM, 

Throttled at length in th* air, expired, and fell $ 

So after many a foil the Tempter proud. 

Renewing frefli aflfaults, amidft his pride 57* 

Fell whence he (^ood to fee his vi^or fall. 

And as that Thfban monfter that proposM 

Her riddle*, and him who foIvM it not, devour* d, 

That once found out and folvM, for grief and fpite 

CaK herfelf headlong from th* Ifmenian fteep ; 57$ 

So ftruck with dread and anguiih fell the Fiends 

And to his crew, that fat confulting, brought 

Joylefs triumphals of his hop'd fuccefs, 

Ruin, and defperation, and difmay. 

Who durft fo proudly tempt the Son of God* $t9 

So Satan fell ; and ftrait a fiery globe 

Of Angels on full fail of wing flew nigh. 

Who on their plumy vans received him foft 

From his uneafy ftation, and upbore 

As on a floting couch through the blithe air» ^(5 

Then in a flow*ry valley fet him down 

On a green bank, and fet before him fprcad 

A table of celeftial food, divine, 

Ambrofial fruits, fetch'd from the tree of life. 

And from the fount of life ambrofial drink, 599 

That foon refreftiM him wearied, and repaired 

What hunger, if ought hunger had impair'd, 

Or 
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Or thirft j and as he fed^ angeHc quiret 

Sung heav*^ly antheme of his vi6lory 

Over temptation^ and the Tempter proud» 5^5 

True image of the Father, whether thron*d 
In the bofom of blifs* and light of light 
Conceiving, or remote from Heav'n, inihrin*d 
In flelhly tabernacle, and human form, 
Wand'ring the wildernefs, whatever place^ ^o 

Habit, or ftate, or motion, Aili expi-elTmg 
The Son of God, with God- like force Indued 
Againft th* attcmpter of thy Father's throne. 
And thief of Paradife j him long of old 
Thou didft debel, and down from Heaven call . 605 
With all his ai*my, now thou haft avcng'd 
Supplanted Adam, and by vanquifhing 
Temptation, haft regainM loft Paradife ; 
And fruftratcd the conqueft fraudulent : 
He never more henceforth will dare fet foot 6io 

In Paradife to tempt $ his fnares are broke : 
For though that feat of earthly blifs be faiPd, 
A fairer Paradife is founded now 
For Adam and his chofen fons, whom thou 
A Saviour art come down to re-inftall 615 

Where they (hall dwell fecure, when time fliall be> 
Of Tempter and temptation wlthont fear. 
But iuy infernal Serpent, (halt not long 
Ruli *L the clouds \ like an autumnal ftai* 
Or I'^htning thou (halt fall from Heaven, trod dowft 
Under his feet : for proof, ere this thou feePft 
Thy wound) yet not thy laft and deadlicft wound, 

By 
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By this rejmlfe receivM, and hold*ft in Hell 
No trroraph $ in all her gates Abaddon niet 
Thy bold attempt; hereafter learn with awe 615 

To dread the Son of God : he all unarmM 
Shall chace thee with the terror of his voice 
From thy demoniac holds, pofleflion foul. 
Thee and thy legions j yelling they ihall fly, 
' And beg to hide them in a herd of Iwine, 630 

Left he command them down into the deep 
Bound, and to torthent fent before their time. 
Hail, Son of the moft high, heir of both worldt^ 
-Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work 
Kow enter, and begin to fave mankind. 635 

Thus they die Son of God our Saviour meek 
Sung vi£lor, and from heavenly feaft ttfrtih'd 
Brought on his way with joy; he uhobfervM 
llomc to his mother*t hoiiTe privaUe returned. 
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From M X t T N ' 8 Manufcript 



^ with the Serpent 



The Pcrfons. 
Michael 
Heavenly Love 
Chorus of AngcU 
Lucifer 
Adam 1 
Eve 
Confciencc 
Death 

Labor ^ 
Sicknefs / 
Difcontent > Mutes 
Ignorance I 
with others ^ 
Faith 
Hope 
Charity. 



The Perfons. 

Mofes 

Divine Ju (lice, Mercy, Wif. 

dom, Heavenly Love 
Hefperus the Evening Star 
Chorus of Angels 
Lucifer 
Adam 
Eve 

Confcience 
Labor n 
Sicknefs I 
Difcontent I 
Ignorance ( 
Fear I 

Death ^ 
Faith 
Hope 
Charity. 



Mutes 



Other Tragedies. 

Adam in banishment. 
The Flood. 
Abram in Egypt, 



Vol. II. 



Para- 



J 



1 



Pahadisb Lost. 

The Perfons. 
Mofes trfcXoylfii, recounting how he aHumM his tne 
body 5 that it corrupts not, becaufe of his [abode] with 
God in the mount $ declares the like of Enoch and 
Ellahj befides the purity of the place, that certaia 
pure winds, dews, and clouds, preferve it from corrup- 
tion i whence exhorts to the fight of God ; tells they 
cannot fee Adam in the ftate of innocence by reafon of 
their fm, 

Jufticc '% je^jating what fliould become of Man, 

^^'^y C if he fall. 
Wifdom ) 

Chorus of Angels (ing a hymn of the creation. 

Aaii. 

Heavenly Love, 

Evening Star. 

Chorus fmg the marriage fong, and defcribe ParadiTe. 

Aaiii. 

^ J^ucifer contriving Adam*s ruin. 

Chorus fears for Adam> and x'elatet Lucifer^s rebel- 
lion and fall, 

Aaiv. 

Eve J 

Confcience cites them to God*s examination. 
Chorus bewails, and tell$ the good Adam hath lot 

Aav. 
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Aav, 

A.dain and Eve driven out of Panulife i 

Prefented by an Angel >¥ith 

Labor, Grief, Hatred, Envy, War, ^ 
Famin, Peftilence, Sicknefs, Difcon- / -^ 
tent. Ignorance, Fear, Death entered f ^^*^» 
into the world, J 

to whom he givei their names i llkewift Winter, Heat, 
Tcmpeft, ar^. 

Faith ^ 

Hope V Comfort him and inftrufk him. 
Charity ) 

Chorus briefly concludes. 

The Deluge. Sodom* 
Dinah. Vide Eufeb. Pneparat. Evang. L. 9. C, ta« 

The Perfons. 
I>inah* Hamor. 

Debora, Rebecca's nurfe. Sichem. 
Jfcob.^ Counfellors a. 

Simeon. Nuncius. 

^^>* Chorus. 

Thamar Cuophoruft) wheie Juda is found to haw 
been the author of that crime, which he condemned in 
Thamar. Thamar excufed in what ihe attempted. 
The Golden Calf, or the MafTacre in Horeb. 
The Quails, Num. 11. 
The Murmurers, Num. 14. 

Qji Corah. 



Conh, Dathan» &c. Num. i4» 17. 

Moabitidct, Num. t$, 

Achan, Jofue 7 and S. 

Jofuah in Gibeon, Jofh. xo. 

Gideon Idoloclades, Jud. 6, 7. 

Gjdeon piirfuing, Jud. 8. 

Abiraclech.the Ufurpcr, Jud. 9. 

Samfon purfophorus, or Hybriftcs^ or Samfon mar- 
rying or in Kamath Lechi, Jud. 15. 

Dagonalia, Jud. x6. 

Comazontes, or the Benjaminites, or the Rioten, 
Jud. 19, tO| 21. 

Therlftria, a paftoral out of Ruth. 

Eliads, Hophni and Phtnehas, Sam. t» 2, 3, 4, be- 
ginning with the firft overthrow of Ifracl by the Phi- 
liftins, interlacM with Samucrs viAon concerning Eli's 
family. 

Jonathan refcued, x Sam. 14. 

Doeg Aandering, i Sam. »». 

The flieeplhearers in Carmel, a paftoral> j Sam. 15. 

Saul in Gilboa, i Sam. 28, 3X. 

David revolted, x Sam. from the 27 c, to the 31. 

David adulterous, 2 Sam. c. xx» X2. 

Tamar, 2 Sam. xj. 

Achitophely 2 Sam. 159 169 17, xS. 
V Adoniah, x Reg. 2. 

Solomon Gyn«cocraturoenui, or Idolomargas^ atit 
Thyfiazufse. Reg. x. xx. 

Rehoboami i Reg. 12. where ii difputed of a poli- 
tic religion, / 

Abiss 
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AbiAsTherfteuii iReg. 14. The queen, afiter much 
diTpute, as the laft reftige fent to the prophet Ahiai of 
Shilo ) receives the inefTage. The Epitafii in that fht 
hearing the child fhali die as (he tomes home, refufes 
to return, thinking thereby to elude the oracle. The 
fci-mer part is fpcnt in bringing the Tick prince forth 
as it were defirous to fhift his chamber and couch as 
dying men ufe, his father telling him what facrifice he 
had fent for his health to Bethel and Dan { his fearlef- 
nefs of death, and putting his father in mind to fet 
[fend] to Ahiah. The Chorus of the elders of Ifi-ael, 
bemoaning his virtues bereft them, and at another time 
wondring why Jeroboam being bad himfelf (hould Cq 
grieve for his fon that was good, 6ff. 
Imbres, or the Showers, 1 Reg, it, 19. 
Naboth «nm«^rri^/ui>«f, I Reg. 11. 
Ahab, I Reg. 11. beginning at the fynod of fnlit 
prophets) ending with rri iMiJii uf nhut tUcntJij lui 
body brought; Zedekiah tint] hy AhaU's fftcildi lot 
his (educing. (See Lavater, 3 ClLron. 1I*) 

Elias in the mount, a Kc^^ i« 'OfntJ^tn^ ^\ 
Elias Polemizes. 

Elifseus Hudrocoos, a Keg, 
Aquator. 

Eltf«us Adorodoc^as, 
Elifseus Menutes, five in '. 
Samaria Liberata, 1 Reg. 7* 
Achabsei Cunoborvmenii t<j 
rael : beginning from th^ 
Jehu till he go putt in ihc 




things ptiCng brought to jeuhtl, Sic. Laftty the 7* 
heads of Ahab'8 Tone brought in, and mefiage brought 
of Ahaziah's bi-etbren (lain on the way, c. lo. 

Jehu Belicola, 1 Keg. 10. 

Athaliah, a Reg. ii. 

Amaaiah Doryalotus, a Reg. 14. a Chron. %$- 

Hczcchias mtxto^fxaoi, % Reg. 18, 19. Hcfcchia be- 
iieg*d. The wicked hypocrii'y of Shebna, fpoken of 
in the 11, or thereabout of Ifaiah, and the commea- 
«Ution of Eliakim will afford if^jtw^c x^y«>y together 
with a faaion, that fought help from Egypt. 

Jofiah AU(^meno», a Reg. 23. 

Zcdechiah »irrif?»r, a Reg. but the ftory ia larger In 
Jeremiah. 

Solym«rt Halofis j which may begin from a meflage 
brought to the city, of the judgment upon Zedccluah 
and his children in Ribla, and fo feconded with the 
burning and deftruaion of city and temple by Nebu' 
aaradan } lamented by Jeremiah. 

Afa or J£thtopes. a Chron. X4. with the depofio^ 
hit Mother, and bumtng her idoL 

The three Children, Dan. 3. 

Britiib Trag. 
1. The cloifter king Conftans fet up by Vorttger. 
«. Vortiger p(Hfon'd by Roena. 
• 3. Vortiger immured. 

. The three following were added afterwardt in th« 

margin. 
Venutius hu(band ta Carttfmandua* 

Vort^ 



Vtrtigtr marrying Roena, See Speed, reproved by 
Vordin archbifhop of London. Speed. 

The nuifTacre of the Britons by Hengift In their cupi 
at Sali/bury plain. Malme(bujy. 

4. Sigher of the EaA Saxons revolted from the falth^ 
and reclamed by Jarumang. 

5. Ethelbert of the Eaft Angles flain by Oifa the 
Mercian. See Holinih. L. 6. c. 5. Speed in the Life 
of Offa and Ethelbert. 

6. Sebert (lain by Penda after he had left hit king- 
See Holinfhed, p. 116. 

7. Wulfer flaying his two fons, for being Chriftiani. 

8. 0(bert of Northumberland (lain for ravi/liing the 
wifo of Bernbocai'di and the Danes brought in. See 
Stow. Holinih. L. 6. c. la. and ei'pccially Speed, 
L. 8. c. 1. 

f • Edmund la(l king of the Eaft Angles martyr'd 
by HingMar the Dane. See Speed, L. 8. c. a. 

10. Sigebert tyrant of the Wcil-Saxons flain by a 
Swineherd. 

11. Edmund brother of Athelihm flain by a thief at 
hi a own table. Malmcf. 

IS. Edwin, fon to Edward the younger, for lufl de- 
prived of his kingdom, or rather by fa^ion of Monks, 
whom he hated j together with the impoilor Dunikn. 
1%. Edward fon of Edgar murdered by his flep- 
mothcr. To which may be ioferted the tragedy Hjh d 
up betwixt the Monks and Prieits about marring 
14. Ethelrcd, fon of Edgari a flothful kiti^ii 1 
niin of hit land by the Danes. 

(Xj, 15. CmuI 
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15. Ceaulin, king of Weft-Saxons, for tyranny dc" 
posM, and bsnifhM, and dying. 

16. The flaughter of the Monks of Bangor by 
Edelfride ftirrM up, as is faid, by Ethelbert, and he 
by Auftin tlie Monk, bccaufe the Britons would not 
receive the rites of the Roman Church. See Bcde, 
Geffrey Monmouth, and Holinfhed, p. 104, which 
inuil begin with the convocation of Britiih Clergy by 
Auftin to determin fuperfluous points, which by them 
was refufed. 

17. Edwin by vifion promised the kingdom of 
Northumberland on promife of his converiion, and 
therein eftablifh'd by Rodoald king of Eaft- Angles. 

18. Ofwin king of Deira flain by Ofwie, his friend, 
king of Bernitia, through inftigation of flatterers. See 
Holinftied, p. 115. 

19. Sigibert of the Eaft- Angles keeping company 
with a perfon excommunicated, ilain by the fame msn 
in his houfe, according as the bifhop Cedda had fore- 
told. 

20. Egfride king of the Northumbers (lain in batteJ 
againft the Pi^s, having before wafted Ireland, and 
made war for no reafon on men that ever lov'd 
the Englifh ; forewam'd alfo by Cuthbert not to fight 
with the Pifts. 

41. Kinewulf, King of Wcft-Saxons, flain by Ki- 
neard in the houfe of one of his concubines. 

22. Gunthildis, the Danilh lady, with her.hufl>and 
Palingus, and her fon, flain by appointment of the 
traitor Edrick in king Ethelred's days. Holinfhed, 
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L, 7« e. 5. togctl»r witb tht miAcn of dw Ohms «t 

Oxford. Speed. 

13. Brightrick of Wcft'SasMfM poiibn*d by hi* wife 
Ethelburgc Offsi*s daugbtcr, who die* auknhly alio 
in begj^iry after adulury in a nvmntxy. Speed ia 
Bithrick. 

%4,» Alfred in difguUe of a mintftiel diicorert the 
Danes negligence, fett on with a mighty flaoghteri 
about the fame time the Derooikire men nrot Hubba 
and flay him. 

A Heroical poem may be founded (bmcwhcre in Al- 
fred*! reign, efpccially at hU ifuing out of Edelingiey 
on the Danet» whofe aAiont are well like thoft of U- 
lyfles. 

15. Athelftan expofing hit brother Edwin to the 6% 
and repenting. 

s6. Edgar flaying Ethelwold for fatfe play in wooing^ 
wherein may be fet out hi* pride, Itifl, which he thought 
to clofe by favoiing Monki and huilding Mona^leriet 1 
alfo the difpofttibn of woman in Elfrtda towarda her 
hufl>and. 

%y, Swane befieging London, and Ethel red repult*d 
by the Londonert. 

%$, Harold flain in battel by William the Nonnan. 
The flrft fcene may begin with the ghoil of Alfred, the 
fecond Ton of Ethrlrcd, flain In cruel manner by God- 
win Harold*! father, his mother and brother difliiading 
him. 

19. Edmond Xronfide defeating the Danes at Brent* 
ford, with his combat wltli Canute. 

30. Edmond 
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)o« Edfflond lroitM$ murdei^4 hf Edrick the tfu* 
tOTf and revenged by Canute. 

)i. Ounilda, daughter to king Canute and Ehmm^ 
Wife to Henry the third Emperor, accused of incha- 
ftity, it defended hy her Englilh page in combtt 
againft a giant-like adveriary; who by him at two 
blowt it ilain» tf r. Speed in the Life of Canute. 

3a. Hardiknute dying in hit cupi, an example to 
riot. 

33. Edward Confeflbr^t divorceing and imprifoning 
hit noble wife Editha^ Godwin*i daughter ^ wherein is 
Ihowed hit oyer-alfeftion to ftrangers the caule of God- 
wm't infurre^lion, wherein Godwin* t forbearance of 
battel praisM, and the EngliHi moderation on both 
Met magnified. Hit flackneft to redreft the corrupt 
Clergy, and fuperftitiout pretence of chaftity. 

Ab&am from Morka, or Isaac redeemed. 
The Oeconomy may be thut. The fifth or fixth 
day after Abraham*t departure, Eleazer Abram^t Rew- 
ard, firft alone, and then with the Chorut, difcourfe 
of Abraham*t ftrangc voyage, their miftreft* forrow 
and perplexity accompanied with frightful dreain%) 
Mid tell the manner of hit rifing by night, taking hit 
fenrantt and hit Ton with him. Next may conae forth 
Sarah herfelf ) after the Chorut, or Ifmael, or Agar , 
next fome ihepherd or company of merchantt palling 
through the mount in the time that Abram wat in the 
smdwork, relate to Sarah what they faw. Hence ia- 
mentationi feart, wondert} the matter in the mean 

whiJc 
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while diTuIg^d. Aacr or Efchcol, or Miunt AbnunV 
confederates come to the konfe of Abnm to be mor» 
certain, or to bring newt } in the mean while difcour- 
fing at the world woold, of fuch an a£(ion dirert wayt» 
bewailing the fate of fo noble a man fain from hit re- 
putation, either through divine joftice, or fuperftitiony 
or coTeting to do fome noubie a£t through aeal. At 
length a (birant fent from Abram relatet the truth | 
and laft he himfelf comet with a great train of Melcht- 
aedec, whofe ihepherdt being fecret eye-witneflet of all 
paflaget had related to their mafter, and he conducted 
bit friend Abraham home with joy. 

Baptistes. 

The Scene, the Court. 
Beginning from the morning of Herod't birth-day. 

Herod by fome Counftllor perAiaded • on hit birth- 
day to releafe John Bajitift, purpofet it, caulbt him to 
be fent for to the court from prifon. The Queen heara 
of it, takct occafion to paft where he it, on purpofe, 
diat under pretence of reconciling to him, or feeking 
to draw a kind retraAion from him of hit ccnfure on> 
the marriage I to*which end (he fendt a courtier before 
to found whether he might be periViaai *! Ui mai^^u^ km 

* Or elfe the Qgeen may plot unc 
begging for hit liberty, to ftek tg da 
Inare by hit freedom of fpeedu 
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ftntencey which not finding, (he herfelf craftily afTayi > 
and on his conihincy founds an accufation to Herod of 
» contumacious affront on Aich a day before many 
peers, prepares the king to fome paflion, and at laft by 
her daucrhter's dancing effects it. There may prolo- 
gize the Spirit of Philip, Herod's brother. It may al- 
fo be thought, that Herod had well bedew'd himfclf 
with wine, which made him grant the eafier to his 
wife*s daughter. Some of his difciples alfo, as to con- 
gratulate his liberty, may be brought in, with whom 
after certain command of his death many compaflion- 
ing words of his difciples, bewailing his youth cut off 
in his glorious courfe, he telling them his work is 
done, and wiihing them to follow Chrift his mafter« 

Sodom. 
The title, Cupid's funeral pile. Sodom burning. 

The Scene before Lot's gate. 
The Chorus confifts of Lot's (hepherds come to the 
city about fome affairs await in the evening their maf- 
ter's retui-n from his evening walk toward the city- 
gates. He brings with him two young men or youths 
of noble form. After likely difcourfes prepares for 
their entertainment. By then fupper is ended, the gal- 
lantly of the town pafs by in proceiTion with mufic and 
fong to the temple of Venus Urania or Peor, and un- 
derilanding of two noble flrangers arriv'd, they fend 
two of their choiceft youth with the prieft to invite 
them to their city folemnities,. it being an honour that 

their 



t»37 ] 

their city had decreed to til fair perfonages, is being 

Aci^d to their Goddeft, The Anjrels being afkt by 

the prieft whence they are, fay they aix? of Salem j the 

pricft inveighs agAinft the Ih'i6^ reign of Melchiiedec. 

Lot, that knows their drift, anfwert thwartly at U(^, 

of which notice given to the whole aflemhiy, they 

haften thither, tax him of prtfumption, fmgularity, 

breach of city-cuftoms j in fine, after violence, the 

Chorus of (hephcrds pirparc refinance in their maffer*t 

ilefenfe, calling the reft of the ferviturc) but being 

forcM to give back, the Angels o|^n the door, refcue 

Lot, difcover thcrafclves, warn him to gather hia 

friends and fons in law out of the city. He goes and 

returns, as having met with fome incredulous. Some 

other friend or fon in law out of the way, when Lot 

came to his houfe, overtakes him to know his bufinefs* 

Here is difputed of incredulity of divine judgments^ 

and fuch like matter i at laft is dcfcribcd the parting 

from the city j the Chonu depart with their maftcr | 

the Angels do the deed with all di^adfut execution | 

the King and Nobles of the city may con\e forth, and 

ierve to fet out the terror) a Chorus of Angels con- 

eluding) and the Angels relating the event of Lot^« 

journey and of his wife. The firll Chorus beginning, 

may relate the courfe of the city each evening every 

one with miftrefs or Ganymed, gitterning aloni; mc 

(treets» or folacing on the banks of JuitUn, or d^wn 

the dream. At the prielt's inviting the AngcU to Ute 

ibiemnity, the Angela pitying their beauty may diljinte 

of love> and how it ditieu fi'om lult| fecking r«^ ^-^^^ 



i 
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«iiim. In the l«ft fcenci to the King and Nobk^ 
whm the fierce thunders beyin aloft, the Angel ep- 
pean all girt with flamei, which he Caidi are the fltnei 
pf true lovci and telli the King, who falU down witk 
terror, hit juft fuifenngf as alfo Athane*i| i. e» Gener» 
Lot*s Ton in law, for defpifing the continual admoni- 
tione of Lot i then calling to the thunderii lightningi, 
snd /ireif he bids them hear the call and command of 
God to come and deftroy a godleft nation t he hringi 
them down with fome ihort warning to other natioM 
to take heed. 

Chrift bom. 

Herod maflacringi or Rachel weeping. Matt. «• 

Chrift bound. 

Chrift cruciiied. 

Chrift rifen. 

Lazaruf. Joan. ix. 

Adam vffPAaADifl*D. 

The Angel Gabriel either defcendlng or entring, 
-Aiowing fince this globe wai created, hit frt<fatncy at 
•tnuch on earth, at in Heaven t defcribet Paradife. 
Next the Chorus (hewing the reafon of his coming to 
keep his watch in Paradife after Lucifer*s rebellion, hy 
command from God, and withal exprefTing hie defirt 
to fee and know more concerning this excellent new 
creature, Man. The Angel Gabriel, as by hit nanie 
Signifying a piince of power, tracing Paradife wtthi 

rooft 
/ 



and de&roi hf lAiam niiii mme m «aBiv ^ 
the uttta am «f £«&, wttL twrr umit obc: ■bbiio^^ Ai- 
tcr tnis la iiiwfa'ir Bjijirii,'^ mtBsr tiA iiw ihinw,, juBMBBi 
himfelf* iecks rmtrngt m, liOttL. Tue £]iurn& jraqMS 
reiiftuice ax his £ril iypniu::t>, A: liih, ^dtisr dilsmiffc 
of enmity en tfcber ttrtr, Ik Hs^sik^^ wittscrsi? Hir 
Chorus fiags of tbc faan?!^, jb£ viiiar^ nt BiaiwiB 
agminft him laid h^ mrnamjinas^^ m iagian^ ahar tht 
fM Ad, was ha^ a t\vimi uf Doe rmrtMrn. Bisn 
again may appear Lnra:? re^icm^ mill mintmg m 
what he had done to the dufbruetum ui Miau Man 
next, and Eve hzrisg by tkj» itmt bcaai ie^im d by zbe 
ferpent appean ronfaicdry ccn^sr' d wrii ka(Vi». Ca». 
fcience in a flupe Accuicf hjm^ Jdbcc cjSis luai t» dK 
place whidier Jdwrah cali'd fm ixm. la tlie BKm 
while the Choms cntertaisft dtf is^ a»d u ssifftnDei 
by fome Angel the maaaer of ks* falL Here the Cho* 
rus hewaiU Adam*t fiU. Adaa then a»d Eve re. 
turn* accuTe one aiiotber» hut cfpeciaDy Adam lays 
the blame to his wife, is ftobborn in his offienft. Juf* 
tice appears ; realbns with him, convinces him. Tht 
Chorus admoni(heth Adam, and bids him beware Lu* 
cifer^s example of impenitence. The Angel is Pent to 
banifli them out of Paradife ^ but before caufes to pafa 
before his eyes in fliapes a MaOc of all the evils of this 
life and world. He is humbled, relents. itdp^imLlL 
laft appears Mercy, comforts him, ptti miles ti^ 
iiah ; then calls in Faith, Hope, an^! (^hii^ 
ftrudks him i he repents, gives Qod Uvi^ ^^1 m^^i 
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to hU pentlty i The Chorut briefly coneludci. ' Com* 
ptre thit with the former draught. 

Scotch ftories, or rather Britifli of the North parts* 

A T H R I c (lain by Natholochus, whofe daughter 
he had raviflit, and this Natholochui uAirping thereon 
the kingdomi feelct to (lay the kindred of Athrico, who 
fcapc him and confpire again(t him. He fendi to a 
witch to know the event. The witch tellt the mefTen- 
ger, that he it the man (hall (lay Natholochut t he de- 
te(h it, but in his Journey home changes his mindi 
and performs it. Scotch Chron. £ngli(h| p. 68, 69. 

DuPFBU and Donwald, a /Irange ftory of 
witchcraft, and murder diicover*d and ' revenged. 
Scotch Story, 149, Afr. 

H A I E, the Plowman, who with his two Tons that 
were at plough running to the battel that was between 
the Scots and Danes in the next field, (laid the flight 
of his countrymen, rencwM the battel, and cau8*d the 
vi6lory, ftfr. Scotch Story, p. 155. 

K I N N E T H, who having privily poifon*d Malcolm 
DufTee, that his own fon might Aiccced, is (laiaby 
FcncUa. Scotch H'lfk. p. 157, 158, Cfc, 

M A C 8 B T H| beginning at the arrival of Malcolm 
at MackdufTe. The matter of Duncan may be ex- 
prefs'd by the appearing of his ghoft. 

MOABITID8I OrPHINBAS. 

The Bpitafis whereof may lie in the contention^ firft 
betweep the father of Zimri and Elcazeri whether he 

[o^ghc] 



C M» J 

[ought] to htm imm km fm vidboitf }am. Norf, dbf 
^ P>i>>i|^A*n trf ifcr MwA i ln i if uiaUliB^ ■timl Culhi 
• ftraagcr md a ■o Hr ««■>■ §■■ by PUaot. It 
may be aigoad abo«t fdoramiaB aad pouAflKst ille- 
gml, aad, aa it «m \j ■■■mil, aAer all affOMrta 
drivoi koHK, tkea the imhiI af the Lani aaqr be 
broiigbty 



Csftiarva Faritve. 
llttftnKiBthei 
thitber till >ii 
awiqr* Tbe idl by mdbfft mi Ckrnm^ Kb 9pmj 



You IL 
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